

    
    

    



  Skip to main content


 Accessibility help


  
      
          
              We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.

          

          
              
                  
                  
                  [image: Close cookie message]
                  
              
          

      

  

  
  
  
    
      Login Alert

    

    
      
        
          

        

      

      
        Cancel

        
          Log in
        

      

      ×
    

  


    
        
            
                

            

        

        
            

            
                
            

        

        ×
    





      
        

        
      





    

    




    
        
            [image: ]
        

    


    
        
          
        
            
              
                	
	
                      [image: Cambridge Core Home]
                      Home
                    


        
                	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	
                    
                    Cart
                    
                


                    
        
                      	
            
            Cart
            
        
	
	


        
                      	
                            Institution login
                          
	
	Register
	Log in
	
	
            
            Cart
            
        


                    

        
              
            

          

        
        
        
            


    
        
            
                
                    [image: Cambridge Core Home]
                    Home
                
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                  
                                  

                                  
                                  
                                

                                
                                                                  

                            

                            
                        

                    

                

            

        

    

    
        
          
        
            
              
                	
	
                      [image: Cambridge Core Home]
                      Home
                    


        
                	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	
                    
                    Cart
                    
                


                    
        
                      	
            
            Cart
            
        
	
	


        
                      	
                            Institution login
                          
	
	Register
	Log in
	
	
            
            Cart
            
        


                    

        
              
            

          

        
        
        
            


    
        
        
        
        
                  

    




  









  
    Hostname: page-component-6b989bf9dc-pmhlf
    Total loading time: 0
    Render date: 2024-04-09T09:39:19.090Z
    Has data issue: false
    hasContentIssue false
  
  	Home 
	>Journals 
	>Journal of Global History 
	>Volume 15 Issue 1 
	>Why don’t some cuisines travel? Charting palm oil’s...



 	English
	
      Français
    





   [image: ] Journal of Global History
      

  Article contents
 	Abstract
	Footnotes
	References




  Why don’t some cuisines travel? Charting palm oil’s journey from West African staple to Malayan chemical
      
      Published online by Cambridge University Press: 
      13 February 2020

    Geoffrey Kevin Pakiam   
 
 
 [image: ] 
 



Show author details
     

 
 
	Geoffrey Kevin Pakiam*
	Affiliation: Regional Economic Studies Programme, ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore, 30 Heng Mui Keng Terrace, Singapore 119614
          



 	
      *
    
	Corresponding author. E-mail: kiampa@gmail.com






 


    	Article
          
	Metrics
          



 Article contents    	Abstract
	Footnotes
	References


 Get access  [image: ] Share  

 [image: ] 

 [image: ] Cite  [image: ]Rights & Permissions
     [Opens in a new window]
 

 
  Abstract
  This study uses food as a lens to examine three historical phenomena: globalization’s limits, the rise of plantation-centric monocultures, and the resilience of social norms within migrant societies. The article scrutinizes the West African oil palm’s initial journey to, and reception within, the Malay Peninsula, one of the world’s largest exporters of palm oil by the end of the twentieth century. The article pays special attention to changes in the crop’s perceived food value during the interwar years, a facet overlooked by earlier scholarship. Five different migrant groups in Malaya – planter households, Asian cooks, colonial officials, government chemists, and estate labourers – played critical roles in transforming palm oil into a crop purely for industrial purposes, rather than subsistence. The peculiarities of Malaya’s social context are further sharpened by comparisons with Latin America and West Africa, where different clusters of migrants propagated the oil palm’s subsistence cultures, instead of shunning them.
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 Footnotes
 
 †Foremost thanks go to Brandi Simpson Miller, who generously shared dishes and advice. An earlier version of this article was presented at Nanyang Technological University’s History Seminar Series, where I received helpful feedback from Richard Wilk, Serina Rahman, and Michael Yeo. I am also very grateful for the constructive comments provided by two anonymous reviewers and the Journal’s editors.
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