
Int. J. Middle East Stud. 40 (2008), 419a. Printed in the United States of America
doi:10.1017/S0020743808081336

Elizabeth M. Bucar and Roja Fazaeli

F R E E S P E E C H I N W E B L O G I S TA N ? T H E O F F L I N E

C O N S E Q U E N C E S O F O N L I N E C O M M U N I C AT I O N

The irruption of Persian-language blogging since 2001, known to its participants as Weblogistan,
has been accompanied by enthusiastic claims that blogs are promoting previously nonexistent
forms of expression in Iran. In the past few years, however, Iranian bloggers have faced increased
scrutiny from Iranian authorities. This article explores what the political, offline consequences of
online communication in Weblogistan tell us about the relationship among cyberspace, politics,
and Islam in Iran. Drawing on archived blog entries, interviews, and Persian-language print media,
we discuss the arrest of three bloggers in 2004 within the context of legal, religious, and cultural
pressures exerted on Weblogistan. Revising McLuhan’s “the medium is the message” by showing
how local conditions affect the medium, we argue for a holistic understanding of Iranian blogging
as (1) an emergent medium of communication (2) situated within a particular political context.
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