
Reports and Correspondence 85

of class and individualism. Lorin Cary (University of Toledo) commented on oral
history. And Mary Tyler (Southern California Library for Social Studies) detailed
the development of a labor walking tour of Los Angeles.

Finally, the association continued its tradition of honoring for distinguished
lifetime service to the labor movement an individual who has worked in or been
associated with the location of the annual meeting. This year the award went to
Delores Huerta of the United Farm Workers. John Fernandez, her brother, accepted
the award on her behalf.

Organization of American Historians

Sarah Heath and Thomas Winter
University of Cincinnati

The panels on labor history at the 1991OAH convention, held in Louisville in April
1991, offered a diverse range of topics. The sessions included "Video Production
and Historical Interpretation: Commemorating a Century of Mine Workers' Histo-
ry," "Women, Work, and Family," "For Fun and Profit: Industrial Recreation in
the Mid-Twentieth Century," "Labor and the State: The Exigency of Power," "The
Politics of Labor in the Wilson Presidency," and "Records in the National Archives
Relating to Twentieth-Century Protest and Dissent."

Several sessions gave evidence of the great interest in the topics of race,
gender, and language among the profession. Several sessions addressed the history
of Spanish-speaking peoples: "Working beyond Borders: Mexican Migrant Work-
ers," and "Explorations in Chicano Labor History." On the panel "New Directions
in Chicano and Filipino History," Jeffrey Garcilazo, speaking about "Mexican
Railroad Workers in Kansas and the Southwest," argued that class and race
determined the status of these workers and relegated them into being an industrial
reserve army. Irene Ledesma, delivering a paper on "Gender and Labor Activism
in Texas," argued that in the 1930s Mexican-American women began to transcend
their passive, race and gender-determined role in the labor movement and created a
public sphere of activism. Arlene deVera's paper on "McCarthyism and West-
Coast Filipino Labor Organizing" illustrated how the courts and the INS used
redbaiting to crush a local union by deporting the leaders.

At the session "The Politics of Exclusion and Working-Class Relations in the
New South," Eric Arnesen, in his paper "Segmentation, Exclusion, and Working-
Class Race Relations in the New South," examined the Railroad Brotherhood's
attempt to create a "Nordic closed shop." Arnesen argued that blacks' own racial
consciousness served to mobilize a class awareness, which, in turn, functioned as a
racially unifying factor. Dana Frank, talking about "Race, Class, and the Politics
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of C o n s u m p t i o n : R a c e Rela t ions in the Seat t le L a b o r M o v e m e n t , 1915-1929 , " 
c l a i m e d the a l m o s t total exc lus ion of Afr ican and J a p a n e s e - A m e r i c a n s forced 
these g r o u p s to o rgan i ze on the i r o w n and eventua l ly spu r red a marke t sys tem that 
ac tua l ly faci l i ta ted the e m e r g e n c e of J apanese d o m i n a n c e in some sectors . 

Two pane l s focused on the i s sue of l a n g u a g e and labor. At the sess ion , " T h e 
L a n g u a g e s of L a b o r , " Michae l K a z i n , g iv ing a pape r on " C l a i m i n g the People for 
Labor : A C o m p a r i s o n of the L a n g u a g e of the A F L and the CIO, 1 8 9 5 - 1 9 5 0 , " 
a rgued that the A F L , a n d , eventual ly , the CIO, to o rgan ize labor and to jus t i fy their 
cause to t he peop le , c rea ted a consensua l c reed for the pu rpose of conflict . 
E l i z abe th Faue , speak ing abou t " B r o t h e r h o o d , C o m m u n i t y , and the Ci t izen 
Soldier : Represen ta t ions of L a b o r So l ida r i ty , " saw the A F L as pu r su ing bo th an 
inc lus ionis t s t ra tegy of rhe tor ica l ly l ink ing c i t i zensh ip to un ion i sm, and an 
exclus ionis t a p p r o a c h in r ega rd to g e n d e r and race. At the sess ion " N i n e t e e n t h -
C e n t u r y A m e r i c a n Workers and the R h e t o r i c of Power , " G r e g o r y Kas te r de l ivered 
his p a p e r " L a b o r , the Peop le and the P u b l i c , 1 8 2 7 - 1 8 7 7 . " Kas te r ma in ta ined that 
labor ' s l a n g u a g e was b a s e d on a pos t -mi l l en ia l , r epubl ican p roduce r ideology that 
often def ied c lass t e r m s in s t ress ing the un iversa l charac te r of the labor movemen t . 
Dav id Z o n d e r m a n fol lowed wi th " U n e a s y Al l i es : Workers , Refo rmers and the New 
E n g l a n d L a b o r - R e f o r m L e a g u e s , 1 8 4 0 - 1 8 8 0 . " Z o n d e r m a n e x a m i n e d how tens ions 
be tween worke r s , w h o d e m a n d e d s t ronger ac t ions , and midd le -c lass re fo rmers , 
w h o l imi ted the i r a sp i ra t ions to deba te and publ ic advocacy of r e fo rm, led to the 
dec l i ne of b o t h l eagues . 

T h i s year ' s O A H offered a w i d e pe r spec t i ve on labor history. Unfortunately, 
the p r o g r a m c o m m i t t e e had often schedu led several in te res t ing panels at the same 
t ime . It is h o p e d th is wil l b e c o r r e c t e d in the future. 
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