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In Memor iam 

EDWARD FRANKLIN FRAZIER (SEPTEMBER 24, 1894 - MAY 17, 1962) 

William O. Brown 

It is fitting that at the t ime of the annual meeting of the African Studies 
Association we pause and pay tr ibute to our distinguished colleague, 
E. Franklin F r a z i e r , who died on May 17 of this year . 

Words a re c lear ly inadequate to the purpose of this occasion, and one 
can do little more than suggest the quali t ies that set F rank apar t as a person 
and marked him as a crea t ive teacher and scholar . At the t ime of his death, 
he was v ice-pres ident of this Associat ion and i ts pres ident -e lec t . He had 
also served as a member of the Board and had been a vital par t ic ipant in the 
affairs of the Association. 

Professor F r a z i e r brought to the study of African affairs the training 
and outlook of the sociologist with var ied in te res t s and wide perspec t ives . 
He was indeed one of the distinguished sociologists of his generation. Born 
in Balt imore, he graduated from Howard Universi ty and then taught in s e c 
ondary schools and at Tuskegee Institute before he began his graduate studies 
in sociology at Clark Universi ty, where he received his M. A. in 1920. After 
pioneer work as Director of the Atlanta School of Social Work (1922-27), he 
continued his graduate work at the Universi ty of Chicago and was awarded the 
Ph. D. in 1931. F r o m 1931 to 1934, he was Research Professor in the Depart
ment of Sociology at F i sk Universi ty. In 1934, he accepted an appointment as 
Professor and Head of the Department of Sociology at Howard University, a 
position he filled with grea t distinction until his r e t i r emen t in 1959, spanning 
a quar te r of a century. His r e t i r e m e n t was an "ac t ive" one and he continued 
to teach and wri te until the very t ime of his death. 

Frank F r a z i e r was the recipient of many honors, t r ibutes to him as a 
scholar and teacher and to his warmth and wisdom as a man. He taught for 
short periods at a number of univers i t ies , during the summer or on leave 
from Howard. He was invited to special lec tureships at severa l univers i t ies , 
including London, Liverpool and Edinburgh. He spent two interest ing yea r s 
(1951-53) as Chief of the Division of the Applied Social Sciences at UNESCO, 
P a r i s . He was the recipient of honorary degrees from Morgan College and 
the University of Edinburgh. And he received the highest possible recogni
tion for a sociologist when he was elected, in 1948, to the Pres idency of the 
American Sociological Society. Not the l eas t of the t r ibutes to him was a 
lec ture se r i e s a r ranged in his honor by the Howard Universi ty Student Coun
cil in March 1962, about five weeks before his death. The lec tures on this 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0002020600040191 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0002020600040191


occasion were given by P r o f e s s o r Evere t t Hughes, one of F r a z i e r ' s many 
devoted friends; and the event itself perhaps symbolizes the ul t imate in a 
t eache r ' s success : the es teem of his students. 

F r a z i e r ' s r ecord of scholarship is impress ive : ten books, not l e ss 
than eighteen chapters in books, some eighty-nine a r t i c l es and a number of 
important a d d r e s s e s . Some of his books have already achieved the status of 
sociological c l a s s i c s , notably The Negro Family in Chicago (1932), The 
Negro Family in the United States (1939) and The Negro in the United States 
(1949). F u r t h e r m o r e , in numerous a r t i c l es and in the volume, Race and 
Culture Contacts in the Modern World (1957), he contributed significantly to 
sociological knowledge and theory, par t icu lar ly in relat ion to p rob lems of 
race and ethnicity. Influenced by his great teacher at the Universi ty of 
Chicago, Robert E. Pa rk , F rank F r a z i e r examined and i l luminated the role, 
behavior, d i lemmas and react ions of the less - favored peoples of the world 
in their quest for s ta tus . 

P ro fessor F r a z i e r became in teres ted in African peoples and problems 
early in his c a r e e r . His studies of the Negro family, the free Negro and the 
emergence of the Negro as a people in the United States led him to invest i 
gate the African context as it re la ted to the American Negro. He found it e s 
sential to a s se s s the impact of the African background on the sociology of the 
American Negro. His studies of the Negro in Braz i l re inforced his sensi t iv
ity to African rea l i t i es . Moreover , in his pe rs i s t en t preoccupation with race 
and culture contacts in the modern world, he developed an acute awareness 
and acquired an impress ive knowledge of the peoples, movements and socio-
cultural features of h is tor ic and contemporary Africa. 

During the las t ten yea r s of his life, F r a z i e r ' s academic involvement 
in Africa became steadily more di rect and focused. His writing increasingly 
reflected his African in te res t s . Africa was the source of much of his ma te 
r ia l and the stage for many of his general izat ions in his Race and Culture 
Contacts in the Modern World. His t r ip to Africa in 1952 intensified his 
in te res t in the continent. His immers ion in African studies at Howard Uni
vers i ty , beginning, I believe, around 1953, deepened his involvement. Over 
the y e a r s , he was engaged both in the teaching and the development of the 
Howard p rogram. Beginning in 1957, he shared some of the teaching in the 
P r o g r a m of African Studies at the School of Advanced International Studies, 
Johns Hopkins Universi ty, under Vernon McKay's direction. In the las t 
decade of his c a r e e r F rank F r a z i e r therefore was basical ly involved in Afri
can studies, and his credent ia ls as an Africanist were of the highest o rder . 

While these t r ibutes to a colleague and the rec i ta l of his accomplish
ments a r e relevant , they reflect only pa r t of the F r a z i e r s tory. To those of 
us who knew Frank, equally important is the memory of a man who was an 
astute, somet imes ironic and often witty observer of the foibles and features 
of man; the dedicated scholar , occasionally vigorously contentious but always 
of unshakable integrity; and very importantly, we r e me mbe r him as the f i rm 
bel iever in the r ights of all men, without r ega rd to their past, place, cul ture 
or society, to freedom and dignity. 
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