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more concerned with the relationship of people to each other, and the (LI—)—MA— class
(j /6) to their status in the community' (p. xxvi).

It is quite a good notion, but as Mr. Haddon knows well enough, it is not acceptable to
the formal grammarian. Here is another example:

' In Swahili all Animates, including the names of animals, birds, fish, reptiles or insects,
normally require the Personal Concords. Whether this is due to the characteristic personi-
fication of animals, etc. in tales of the Brer Rabbit type, combined with the influence of
Islam, which regards all created life as sacred, is not certain ' (p. xxv). I should think not
indeed 1 But it is a charming idea. This is notionalism, or what Mrs. Ashton has called ' the
idea approach ' to the «th degree. In the Swahili field Mr. Haddon cannot really be blamed
for leaving the straight and narrow, for no one has written a Swahili grammar on formalist
lines. But in the field of comparative Bantu there are some very reliable signposts. One
important principle is that a nominal is classified by the agreements which it controls, and
not primarily by the shape of its prefix.

There are a few misprints in the Lessons, e.g. akikubaki for ahikubali on p. 70, and chakua
for chukua on p. 75. The Lessons are a useful addition to what is already a well-worked
field. LYNDON HARRIES

Margaret Wrong Medal
REGULATIONS 1956

1. The Margaret Wrong Medal is offered in 1956 for a published work of outstanding
literary merit by an African whose home is in Central Africa, including Nyasaland,
Northern and Southern Rhodesia, Mozambique and Angola.

2. Only original work written in an African language and published between 1 January
1953 and 31 December 1956 will be considered.

3. Except for entries comprising collections of original verse, books of less than 25,000
words will not normally be considered.

4. No author may submit more than one book, two copies of which should be delivered
after 31 December 1956, and before 28 February 1957, to :

The Director, Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland Joint Publications Bureau,
P.O. Box 208, Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia, Central Africa.

5. Entries should be clearly marked Margaret Wrong Medal.

NOTE.—After examination by judges competent in the language in which each book is
written, any book which is recommended will be forwarded to London, where the award
will be made by a special body of assessors. The decision of the assessors will be final.

NO AWARD WILL BE MADE UNLESS A WORK IS PRESENTED WHICH IS OF

OUTSTANDING MERIT AS LITERATURE
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