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A MEASURE ON THE UNIPOTENT VARIETY
JAMES ARTHUR

Introduction. Suppose that G is a reductive algebraic group defined over
Q. There occurs in the trace formula a remarkable distribution on G(A)I
which is supported on the unipotent set. It is defined quite concretely in
terms of a certain integral over G(Q)\G(A)'. Despite its explicit
description, however, this distribution is not easily expressed locally, in
terms of integrals on the groups G(Q,). For many applications of the trace
formula, it will be essential to do this. In the present paper we shall solve
the problem up to some undetermined constants.

The distribution, which we shall denote by J,,,;,,, was defined in [1] and
[3] as one of a famlly {J} of distributions. It is the value at T = T, of a
certain polynomial Jump We shall recall the premse definition in Section
1. Let us just say here that for f € C (G(A)H, Jump(f) is given as an
integral over G(Q)\G(A) which converges only for 7 in a certain
chamber which depends on the support of f. This is a source of some
difficulty. For example, since J,,,(f) is defined by contmuann in T
outside the domain of absolute convergence of the integral J ur“P( ), itis
not possible, a priori, to identify J, ;. with a measure. This will be a
consequence (Corollary 8.3) of our final formula for J ;.

We shall work indirectly. From [3] we understand the behaviour of J,
under conjugation. If y is any point in G(A)!, we have

ump

(l) Junip(fy) = Q%ng(l)le Ingi lJ\mlP(fQ y

(See Section 1 for a description of the undefined symbols.) On the other
hand, for any finite set S of valuations of Q, there are some distributions
on G(Qs)l which have the same behaviour under conjugation and which
can be expressed locally in terms of integrals on the groups G(Q,). They
are the weighted orbital integrals

Iy, f) [ € CRGQs)), ¥y € M(Qg) N G(Qy),

in which M is a Levi component of a parabolic subgroup of G. The
definition of these objects, which is somewhat tricky for general v, will be
given in the paper [6], along with the conjugation formula
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Q) Sy = 2 T o)

QEFHM) )
Our strategy is to find a linear combination of weighted orbital integrals
which differs from J,;,(f) by an invariant distribution.

Assume that S contains the Archimedean valuation. We can identify
C2(G(Qy)") with the subspace of functions in C(G(A)") which equal
the characteristic function of a maximal compact subgroup away from S.
Suppose for the moment that G has Q-rank 1 and that M is the minimal

Levi subgroup. Consider the distribution

1 o0,
() ump() = 5 VOIMQA\MA)y(1.1). [ € CTGQy)")
Since

_ 1
WO WG anip(g) = 3 Vol(M(QAM(A))g (1)

1
=3 vol(M(QN\M(A))J (1, g)

for any g € CP(M(Qg)'), the distribution (3) is invariant. It also
annihilates any function which vanishes on the unipotent set in G(QS)'.
From this one can show that (3) equals a linear combination

> a%S, wgu, f)

u
of invariant orbital integrals over the unipotent conjugacy classes in
G(Qy)'. Thus, Junip(f) may be written as a linear combination of
(weighted) orbital integrals. If G is of general rank, a similar argument can
be made. The combinatorics are reminiscent of those involved in putting
the trace formula into invariant form, and are actually a special case of
Proposition 4.1 of [3]. We present them in Section 8.

We summarize our results as follows. There are unique constants

{aM(S, u) }, defined for every M which contains a fixed minimal Levi
subgroup M, and every unipotent conjugacy class u in M(Qyg), such that

Tunip f) = % 2 W w1 'aM (S, u)y(u, £,

forany f € C(.(G(QS)I). Moreover, a™(S, u) vanishes unless u is the image
of a unipotent class in M(Q). Finally,

aM(s, 1) = vol(M(Q\M(A)")

for any M and S.
It is the latter two assertions which cause most of the trouble. The
problem is essentially the one mentioned above. That is, J,;,(f) is defined
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in terms of the polynomial Jznip( /), which in turn is given by a concrete
expression only for certain 7 depending on f. We confront the difficulty in
Theorem 3.1. We find a second expression, which approximates JIm-p( H
for large T, but which is defined for T in a domain which is independent of
/. This second expression readily decomposes into a sum of terms, indexed
by the unipotent classes U of G which are defined over Q. Theorem 4.2
then asserts that the term corresponding to a given U is asymptotic to a
unique polynomial J (T/ (f) in T and hence that

Jioip(F) = % )

Theorem 4.2 is the heart of the paper. Taken with its Corollaries 4.3 and
4.4, it provides the means for us to finally prove the required properties of
the constants {a™(S, u) } in Section 8.

Most of the burden of the proof of Theorem 4.2 falls into a technical
result, Lemma 4.1. In Section 5 we reduce Lemma 4.1 to a kind of lattice
point problem (Lemma 5.1). Lemma 5.1 is then proved in Section 6, by
combining various elementary estimates with the Poisson summation
formula.

Finally, we mention that J,,;,, and more generally the distributions {J,},
are dual to the distributions {J,} in the trace formula which come from
Eisenstein series. The problem of finding a local formula for J,( f) was
solved in [4] and [5]. It is worth noting that some of the results of this
paper have direct analogues for the distributions {J,}. For example,
Theorem 3.1 corresponds to Theorem 3.2 of [2], while Theorem 4.2
corresponds to Proposition 5.1 of [4]. We comment further on this in
Section 2.

1. The distribution J uTnip' Let G be a reductive algebraic group defined
over Q. We fix a subgroup M, of G which is defined over Q and which is a
Levi component of a minimal parabolic subgroup of G defined over Q. Let
& be the set of parabolic subgroups of G which contain M, and are defined
over Q, and let #be the set of subgroups of G which contain M, and are
Levi components of groups in % Suppose that P € % Then we write

where Np is the unipotent radical of P and Mp belongs to £ Let Ap = Ay,

be the split component of the center of Mp. If X(Mp)q is the group of
characters of My which are defined over Q,

ay, = ap = Hom(X(Mp)q, R)

is a real vector space whose dimension equals that of Ap. It can be
regarded in a natural way as both a quotient and a subspace of ay, . We
shall usually write 4y = Ay, and ag = .
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We shall also fix a maximal compact subgroup K of the adélized group
G(A) which is admissible relative to M, in the sense of Section 1 of [3].
Then for any P we have the usual function HP from G(A) to ap. (See [1],
p- 917.) As in previous papers we write G(A) for the kernel of H; in G(A)
Then G(Q) is a discrete subgroup of G(A) such that G(Q)\G(A) has
finite invariant volume.

Unless otherwise specified, any integral on a group or homogenous
space will be with respect to the invariant measure. Such measures are of
course determined only up to scalar multiples, which we prefer not to
normalize. We assume only that in a given context they satisfy any
obvious compatibility conditions.

The distribution we will study is one of those introduced in [1]. It
depends on a minimal parabolic subgroup

Py = MyN,

defined over Q. It also depends on a point T in aJ , the positive cham-
ber in qa, associated to Py, which 1mt1ally is suitably regular in the sense
that its distance from the walls of a, is large. Let 0210 denote the Zariski
closure in G of the unipotent set in G(Q). It is a closed algebraic
subvariety of G which is defined over Q. The set

o = %G(Q)
of rational points in %; consists, of course, of the unipotent elements in

G(Q). It is one of the equivalence classes in G(Q) defined on p. 921 of [1].
Let

ump(f) =JIf). [ e CRAGA),

be the corresponding distribution. We shall briefly recall its definition.

The minimal parabolic subgroup P, will be fixed from Sections 2 to 6.
During this time all parabolic subgroups P will be understood to
contain P,. For any such P, following Section 1 of [1], we let Ap denote
the simple roots of (P, Ap) and we let AP denote the basis of ap/af
which is dual to the simple “co-roots” {a":a € Ap}. If f € C(G(A))
and T € aO is suitably regular, Jump(f) is the integral over x in
G(Q)\G(A) of the function

2 (i XKy (B, 8x)Tp(Hp(Bx) — T,
P 8€P(Q\G(Q)

where 7, is the characteristic function of
{H € ay:a(H) > 0, @ € A,),

and

Kpomin(3,7) = 2 S 'yny)an.
unip Y€, (Q) Np(A)
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As a function of T, J Inip( /) is a polynomial of total degree at most

(See Section 2 of [3].) Its definition can therefore be extended to all
T € q,. There is a point Ty in a,, determined uniquely by K and M, such
that the distribution

Junip(f ump(f )

is independent of P,. (See Section 1 and Section 2 of [3].) In Sections 7 and
8 we will confine our attention to this distribution, and we will forget
about P,. Then parabolic subgroups will be taken from the set % as for
example in the formula

(L) T = 2 Wl [ 1w T48 (fp,):

QeF

which describes the failure of J, ;) to be invariant under conjugation by
elements y in G(A) (Theorem 3.2 of [3].) Here WO stands for the Weyl

group of (G, 4), and

f_)fQ,y
is the transform from C{°(G(A)') to C2°(My(A)") defined by formula 3.3
of [3].

2. A remark on the truncation operator. The distribution Jum arises
from the trace formula. It is the most troublesome of those terms in the
formula which are associated to conjugacy classes. The terms on the other
side of the trace formula are associated to “cuspidal automorphic data” ¥,
and have been evaluated explicitly in [5]. The two kinds of terms are in a
sense dual to each other, and it is worthwhile to look for analogies
between them.

We obtained szp( /) by integrating an alternating sum over standard
parabolic subgroups. A similar alternating sum occurs in the definition
of the distributions J ( ) (2], p. 107). However, to actually calculate
J ( f) we had to mtroduce a second formula (see [2], Lemma 2.4 and
Theorem 3.2), based on a truncation operator. We showed that JT( N
could be obtained by taking the leading term K,(x, x) in the alternatmg
sum, truncating in each varlable separately, and then integrating. We shall
do a similar thing for Jump( /) in the next section. The situations are not
entirely analogous, for in this case the second formula will be asymptotic
rather than exact. Moreover, it will be used in a somewhat different
way.

The leading term in the alternating sum for J,,;( f)is

Kunip(x9 x) = KG,unip(x9 x) = 2 f(x_lyx)'
YE%(Q)
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It is the restriction to the diagonal of a function of two variables, but
unlike K| (x, x), it is not left G(Q)-invariant in each variable separately. It
is therefore more appropriate to truncate over the diagonal rather than in
each variable separately. We shall show that the integral of the resulting
function can be rewritten in a more elementary way.

If P, C P, are (standard) parabolic subgroups, we write A?f]’
for Ap (R)’, the identity component of Ap (R), and

pop, = Ap N MP(A)1

Then Hp maps AP p,p, isomorphically onto a ,3, the orthogonal comple-
ment of ap in ap. 1f T1 and T are points in ag, set AP (T, T) equal to
the set

{a € A?’T,Pz:a(HP,(a) -T)>0,ac€ APZ;
a(Hp(a) — T) < 0.3 € ARy,
where as in [1],

P Pz — A
AP, = AplmMp1 and A = APIQMPf

From now on we shall fix T} so that — 7, is suitably regular. (In [1] we
denoted this point by Tj,. In this paper we have agreed that T, should stand
for the point defined by Lemma 1.1 of [3].) Suppose that T is suitably
regular. We define

F(x, T) = F(x, T)
as on p. 941 of [1]. It is the characteristic function of the compact subset of
G(Q)\G(A)I obtained by projecting

Ny(A) - M(A)' - A7 (T,, T) - K
onto G(Q)\G(A)".

The truncation operator AT is defined on p- 89 of [2]. It maps certain

functions on G(Q)\G(A)1 to functions on G(Q)\G(A)I which are rapidly
decreasing.

LEMMmA 2.1. ATIG = F(, T), where 1 is the function which is identically
1 on G(Q\G(A)"

Proof. The formula is a consequence of Lemma 6.4 of [1] and Lemma 1.5
of [2]. For the first lemma states that

> > FP(8x, Tyrp(Hp(8x) — T) =
P 8€PQ\GQ)

where 7p is the characteristic function of

{H € ag:a(H) > 0, 0 € Ap}
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and
Fl(nmk, T) = FM(m, T), n € Np(A), m € Mp(A), k € K.

The second lemma tells us that for all x,

2 2 (ATP190x) - Tp(Hp(x) — T) = 1,
P 8€P(Q\G(Q)

where AT is the partial truncation operator defined on p. 97 of [2]. Our
result is immediately obtained by induction.

Our second formula for anip( /) will be in terms of

T
2.1) L(Q)\G(A)‘ Ay Kunip(x, x)dx,

where AZ refers to the truncation operator acting on the diagonal.

LEMMA 2.2. The integral (2.1) is equal to

(2.2) /c<o)\<;<A>' F(x, T)( > f(x“yx))dx.

YE%;(Q)

Proof. Set
k(x, f) = Ky, x) = 2 f(x"1yx).

YEWIG(Q)

Any left invariant differential operator on G(R)l transforms k(x, f) to a
finite sum of functions of the form

k(x, ). f; € CAGA)).

This follows from the chain rule and the definition of K. (x, x).
Therefore by Lemma 1.4 of [2] and Lemma 4.3 of [1], ATk(',f) is rapidly
decreasing. In particular, it is integrable over G(Q)\G(A)]. Writing (-, *)
for the inner product on LAG(Q)\G(A)'), we see that (2.1) equals

ATk, £), 16)
= ((ATYk(, /), 1)
= (ATk(, £), AT1g)

by two results of [2] (Corollary 1.2 and Lemma 1.3). But ATIG is of course
also rapidly decreasing, so we can repeat the argument. We obtain

(ATk( ). A1)
= (k. /), (AT)1g)
= (k(. /) AT1g)
= k(. [), F(, T)).
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by Lemma 2.1. This last inner product is just (2.2).

The variety % is a finite union of (geometric) unipotent conjugacy
classes of G. The Galois group, Gal(Q/Q), operates on these conju-
gacy classes. We shall write (%;) for the set of Gal(Q/Q)-orbits. Then any
U € (%) is a locally closed subset of G, which is defined over Q, and
which consists of a finite union of unipotent conjugacy classes of G. It is
clear that if R is any ring which contains Q, %;(R) is the disjoint union
over U € (%) of the set U(R). In particular, we can write

Knnip(xs x) = E Ku(x, X),
UE )

where

Ky, x) = 2 f(x"'yx).
YEU(Q)
In Section 4 we shall use this as a starting point to construct a
decomposition of J Enip( f). Observe that if K;(x, x) does not vanish, the
set U(Q) is not empty, and U consists of a single unipotent conjugacy
class of G.
The following lemma is proved exactly as the last one.

LEMMA 2.3. For any U € (%),

T
/G(Q)\Gm)' AgKy(x, x)dx

equals
f | F(x, T)( > fix 'yx) )dx.
GQ\G(A) v (0
3. An alternate characterization. Fix a Euclidean norm |[|-]| on ag,, and
set

d(T) = min {«(T) }.

P,

In this section we shall let T vary over suitably regular points such that

d(T) = ¢|ITll,
for some fixed positive number .
THEOREM 3.1. There is a continuous semi-norm |||| on C?-?G(A)‘) such
that

T T B
Junip(f) - ./;(Q)\G(A)‘ AdKunip(x’ x)dx| = || flle (a’(T)/Z)’

for all f € CZ(G(A)").
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Proof. The theorem is a refinement of Theorem 7.1 of [1]. We will need
to go over the proof of this result, taking o = %;(Q), and keeping track of
the dependence on f and T.

In the proof of Theorem 7.1 of [1] it was established that J{nip( f) could
be written as a sum over standard parabolic subgroups P, C P, of terms
involving the function

F(nmk) = F*\m), n € Np(A), m € mp(A), k € K,

and the characteristic function aﬁf on a, defined on p. 938 of [1]. The
term corresponding to P, = P, equals zero if P, # G, and equals

/CNQ)\G(A)' Fix, T)( > f(x_lyx))dx

YE%;(Q)

if P, = G. Consequently (see p. 945 of [1]),

T = ooy FO T)( Sy Jdx

YEZ;(Q)

is bounded by the sum over {P|, P,:P; & P,} of

3.1) | FP\(x, TYop(Hp (x) — T)

PUQN\G(A)

x X 2 ®y(x O ldx,
YEZ(Q) fenTQy

where we have set

%HQ) = %,,(Q) = %(Q) N Mp(Q),

and

0, (3, ¥) = | 0 /7 Im expQOyW((X, Y))dX, Y € np (A),

fory € G(A)l and m € Mp (A)'. (Here np, is the Lie algebra of Np, and
the symbols n';f(-)’, and (-, 5 are as defined on p. 945 of [1].) Note that
@, (y, -) is a Schwartz-Bruhat function on n P,(A) which varies smoothly
with m and y. Moreover, if y remains within a compact set, ®,,(y, -) will
vanish identically for all m outside a compact subset of MP,(A)I'

As in [1] we will use the decomposition

PAQ\G(A)' = Np(Q\Np(A) X Mp(Q\My,(A) X AR X K
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to rewrite the integral in (3.1). It will also be convenient to decompose
the resulting integral over Mp (Q)\MP (A)". Any element in this coset
space on which the function FPi(-, T) does not vanish has a representative
in

(No(A) - A% p(Ty, T) - My(A)' - K) N M (A)".
Therefore (3.1) is bounded by the integral over k € K,
a € A‘;;’vpl(Tl, T), a € A3

and m, n and n in fixed compact fundamental domains in MO(A)
No(A) N Mp, (A)" and Np(A) respectively, of

dp(da)” 1o£f(HPl(a) -7 }; |®.(n"na’amk, {) |.
YE(Q) {ERMAQY

(Here, 8,,0 is the modular function of Py(A).) In view of the definition of @,
we can write

|® (n"na'amk, §) | = |®,(na'amk, §) |
=|®(d'a- (@a)” 'n(da)mk, )|
= 8p(da)|®,1,,((da) "n(a’a)ymk, Ad(a’a)}) |.

If we assume that 0;2(1-1,, (@) — T) is not zero, the projection of
Hp(d'a) — T onto aP P > will belong to a translate of the positive chamber.
(See Corollary 6.2 of [1], and if necessary the discussion below on the
decomposition of the vector HP (a’a).) This means that { (a’a) 'n(d'a) }
will remain in a fixed compact set. Since

8P(a a) = 8,,((1) . BP(aa),

we see that (3.1) is bounded by the integral over o' € AP ¢ and
ae AP p(T, T) of

(32) 8@ X op(Hp(@) — T)

YE%(Q)

X /|<I> Ly (y, Ad(@'a)}) |dy,
§em”2<o)

where dy stands for a Radon measure on a fixed compact subset I' of
G(A).

In order to estimate the sum over y in (3.2) we will need a familiar
lemma. As explained in Section 5, it can be regarded as a special case
of a future result (Lemma 4.1), whose proof will be given in Sections 5
and 6.

LEMMA 3.2. Suppose that ¢ is a bounded, nonnegative function on G(A)I
of compact support. Then
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Sp@)” X a”'va)
YEG(Q)

is bounded independently of a in the set
A;E(Tl) = {a S A(;)::a(Hpo(a) - T]) > 0, a € APO}'
Assuming the lemma, we proceed to estimate (3.2). Let
n? = @)\ 158

be a decomposition of n ? into eigenspaces under the action of 4. Each A
stands for a linear functlon on a, which vanishes on the subspace ap,.

Choose a basis of n PZ(Q) with respect to which (,) is the standard positive
definite inner product and such that each ba31s element lies in some
1, (Q). The basis gives us a Euclidean norm on n Pf(R) and allows us to
speak of n ,}(Z) and ny(Z). Fix a large integer n. It follows from Lemma
32 (apphed to the group Mp) and the properties of the function
®,.(y, Y) that (3.2) is bounded by an expression

(33) flhofHp@) = T) 2 [IAd@a)] ™"

SERPAN(NH™'2Y

Here ||'|l, is a continuous semi-norm

k
G4 Nfllh = ¢ 2 sup (X)),
i=1 x€G(A)

where cfls a number which depends only on the support of fand each X,
is a left invariant differential operator on G(R)'. The number

Ny = T1p»?)
p

is a positive integer determined by the support of ®,(y, -) at the finite
completions of Q. Defining it in terms of the Fourier transform of
®,.(y, -), we take n,( f) to be the smallest nonnegative integer such that
the function

X = f(y"'me(Xy), X € np(A),
is invariant under
P . —n,(f)
(X, € Q)X I, = p~ V%

forally € Tand m € MP (A) (The norm on nPZ(Q ) is the natural one
associated to our basis of 1y (Q))

Now each A above is a umque nonnegative integral combination of the
simple roots A 2. Suppose that S is a subset of elements A with the prop-
erty that for any a in the complement of AR P, in A ,thereis aAin §
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whose « co-ordinate is positive. Let ng(Q)’ be the set of those elements in
2(Q) whose projections onto 1y are nonzero if A belongs to S, and are

zero otherwise. Then the sum over np (N - lZ) in (3.3) can be replaced

by the double sum over all such S and over { in ng(N(f) "~ Z) Clearly

2 lAd(a’a)¢ll ™"

sengN() 2y

= I1ies > lAd(a'a)g]| ~"s

gen(N(NH ™ 'zZy

=Hm( 2 nsu—"s)<e—nswp‘,<wa>>),

gen(N() 2y

where ny(N(f)~ 'Z)’ is the set of nonzero elements in ny(N(f) IZ) and ng
is the quotient of n by the number of roots in S. For large enough n this
last expression is bounded by a constant multiple of

N(f)" - H e sMHp(da))

AES
It follows that (3.2) is bounded by
(3.5 Al - N~ op(Hp(a) — T) H o~ kaa(Hp (a'a))

uGAP-
where ||||; is of the form (3.4), n is a positive integer, and each k, is a
nonnegatwe integer which is positive if a belongs to the complement of

AD py 0 AR P
We can decompose the vector

Hpo(a'a) = HPl(a’) + Hpo(a)
as
( 2 IBZI)'B + H*) - ( zp r88V) + T,
BeA SGAP‘"

where 1z and rg are real numbers and H* is a vector in aPz (As in [1],
{aﬁ} stands for the basis of a,, which is dual to {B € AP }.) The point
a belongs to AP p(T, T) so that for each § € AP‘, the number rs is non-
negative and

8(Hp(d'a)) = 8(Hp(a)) = &T)).

We are trying to estimate the integral of (3.5), so we can certainly assume
that the number

oR(Hp(a) — T) = o,,( 2 tBCSB + H*)
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is not zero. It follows from Corollary 6.2 of [1] that each 4 is positive and
that H* belongs to a compact subset whose volume can be bounded by
some polynomial, say

in the numbers {t5}. Finally, recall that each root a € Aﬁz\Aﬁ(') projects
onto a unique root 8 € Aﬁf, and that «(8Y) = 0 for each 8. Tt follows
from these facts that

H e_ka“(HE,(“’”)) = C(T]) H e~k‘,a(Hﬂ)(a’u))
aEAR a€ARNAL

where

e(T) = 1L e '™,

deap

a constant that depends only on T|. We conclude that the integral over a’
and a of (3.5) is bounded by a constant multiple of the product of

W/l - NGO - vol(dg, p (T, T) )

and
(e”'B(T) .[0 p(tB)e_"’dtB).

The second expression is certainly bounded by a constant multiple of
e 4T The volume of A?,Z p(Ty, T) is certainly bounded by a polynomial
in ||T||. Taking into account our constraints on T, we see that the integral
of (3.5) is bounded by a constant multiple of

A1l - N - e @D,

Incorporating the constant into ||||,, we obtain this quantity as a bound
for our original expression

anip(f)—fc(o)\cw. F(x, T)( > f(x“yx))dx

YE%(Q)

peal:

Recalling Lemma 2.2, we see that Theorem 3.2 follows with

WA= A1 - NOO™
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We shall later want to truncate functions f around certain conjugacy
classes. This will require that we evaluate the semi-norm ||-|| of the theorem
at certain functions obtained from f. Fix a valuation v of Q. If v is discrete,
define

p,,R—R

to be the characteristic function of the interval [—1, 1]. If v is
Archimedean, let p, be any fixed function in C.°(R) which vanishes out-
l, l] and
22

takes values between 0 and 1 at all other points. Suppose that g is a
polynomial function which is defined over Q. For any f € C f,’o(G(A)') and
€ > 0, consider the function

(X)) = fop, (e 'g(x)1,), x € GA)',

where |g(x) |, is the absolute value of the v component of the adéle g(x). It
also belongs to C>(G(A)"). We would like to study /5
We saw that we could take

side the interval [—1, 1], which equals 1 on the interval [—

3.6) Ifll = IIfll, - N, f e CAGA)),

where |||, is the semi-norm (3.4) and N(f) is the positive integer defined
in the proof of the theorem.

COROLLARY 3.3. There is a positive integer m, and another semi-norm |||/
of the form (3.6) such that

If gl = ™I,
for all f € CZ(G(A)') and e with 0 < ¢ = 1.

Proof. If v is Archimedean, N(f f]‘v) = N(f). The corollary then follows
immediately from the formula (3.4) and the chain rule.
Suppose that v is discrete. It is clear that

gl = 1£1,

so we need only study the integer
N(fg) = TTpoVe.
p

Moreover, n,(f,,) = n,(f) unless p is the rational prime which defines v.
Assume then that this is the case. Take an embedding G C GLy into a
general linear group defined over Q. There is a positive number ¢, such
that for any e > 0 the function

x = p,(e 'lg(x)1,), x € supp(f),

is bi-invariant under
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{k, € GLy(Q,) N G:lk, — 1|, < 1y}

(Here I stands for the identity matrix in GLy(Q,).) Choose parabolic
subgroups P; & P,, and recall the notation of the proof of the theorem. It
is easily established from the property above that there is a positive
number 7, such that for any ¢, 0 << ¢ = 1, the function

X = [y 'mexp(X)y)
is invariant under
(X, € NAQ,)IIX,ll, = min[ (1), p~ "]}
forally € T,m € Mp(A) and f € C°(G(A)"). Consequently
PV = max| (197", p))
= ¢ e ),
The corollary follows.

4. More distributions. We shall show that ani can be decomposed
into a sum of distributions indexed by the orbits in (%;). This is in rather
close analogy with what was done in Section 5 of [4] for the distributions
J)f. First, however, we must state a lemma.

Fix an orbit U € (%;). Its Zariski closure U is a closed subvariety of G
which is defined over Q. The ideal of polynomial functions on G which

vanish on U is of the form (q,, ..., g,), where ¢, . . ., g, are polynomials
on G defined over Q. We have
U={x€Gqkx) =...=gq(x) =0}

Fix a valuation v of Q, and recall the functions p, defined in Section 3. For
any f € C2(G(A)") and € > 0, define

@.1) [y x) = e g (x)1,) ... o g (x)],), x € GA).

Then f9,, also belongs to Cf°(G(A)1). Observe that it equals f on a
neighborhood of the set U(A).

LEMMA 4.1. There is a positive number r and a continuous semi-norm ||||
on CZ°(G(A)") such that for any € > 0,

F(x, T > | ‘vx_'yx |dx
fG‘Q’\G‘A’I D YEGQNT(Q Sual )

= I/l + 1Tl
for each f € CP(G(A)") and each suitably regular T.

The proof of this lemma is quite long and will be given in Sections 5 and
6. Assuming it in the meantime, we will establish
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THEOREM 4.2. There are distributions
ViU e %)}

which are polynomials in T of total degree at most djy such that

42) Jowipf) = % JLUN. fe CAGA,

and which satisfy the following property. There is a continuous semi-norm |||
on C SO(G(A)') and positive numbers €, and € such that

JH) - fG(Q)\G(A). AgKy(x, x)dx| = ||flle” D

Jor all U € (%), f € CSO(G(A)') and every suitably regular T with
d(T) = ¢||T||.

(4.3)

Remark. Since it is a polynomial in T, J lT/( /) is uniquely determined
by the inequality (4.3). In partlcular J lT/ annihilates any function which
vanishes on U(A). Moreover, J7 v 1s zero if U(Q) is empty.

Proof. F1x an orbit U € (%) and let v be any valuation of Q. We shall
construct J 7, v by examining the behaviour of
ump(f . [ € CRGA,

as e approaches 0.
We would like to estimate

(4.9 anlp(f;/,v) - ,/;(Q)\G(A)I AZKU(X’ x)dx |,

where

Kg(x, x) = > Ky(xx).
(U e(¥;):U'cU}

Invoking Lemma 2.3, and observing that

Kgx,x) = 2 fax'y)= 2 0 'y,

YeU(Q) yeU(Q)

we bound (4.4) by the sum of two expressions,

ump(va - ,/C:'(Q)\G(A)] F(X, T)( 2 va(x Yx) )dx

YE%;(Q)

and

f VFa Ty X T vx) L
GIQNG(A) veru@ 0@ = "

The first expression has a bound
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—(d(T)2
15 lle™ D

by Theorem 3.1. This in turn is bounded by
(—/m”f”/e—(d(T)/Z),

with |||’ a continuous semi-norm on Cfo(G(A)'), as we can see with /
applications of Corollary 3.3. In the second expression we can sum over
G(Q\U(Q) instead of %;(Q)\U(Q), and then use the estimate provided
by Lemma 4.1. It follows that there is a positive integer k = /m and a
continuous semi-norm ||| on Cf.’°(G(A)1) such that (4.4) is bounded by

@.5) Al e @D &1+ |7l yb).
In the expression (4.4) we set

e=¢n)=9¢8, n=1,2,3,...,

for any number § with 0 < § < 1. The result is bounded by
111 (=D 4 g1+ T ).

This in turn can clearly be bounded by an expression

@.6) IIf1l- 8™ (1 + TN )%,

provided that
d(T) = Cllog 8|n,

with C some positive constant and ||| a continuous semi-norm on
CSO(G(A)I). Consider this last estimate for two successive values of n. We
obtain an inequality

anipU 0 = Janip ST
= 201/18™ +IIT )%,
valid for any positive integer n and any T with
d(T) > Cllog 8| (n + 1).
But
Tanig LT = Tamip LT

is a polynomial in T of total degree at most d,,. By interpolating, (see [4],
Lemma 5.2), we can estimate its absolute value without the restriction on
T. We obtain a constant 4 such that it is bounded by

A-NIfI- 8™ (log 8l (n + 1))% - (1 + ||T| Yo
for all T. Observe that

> 8™(llog 8l (n + 1) )b

Jj=n
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is bounded by a constant multiple of 8™2. By telescoping the last
estimate, we see that the sequence

UL m = 1,2,

converges. Let JU(f) denote its limit. It is a distribution in f, and a
polynomial in T of total degree at most d,. Moreover, the quantity

47 WipfTD = JG(N |
is bounded by a constant multiple of
NAIS™21 + |IT] )%,

for all f, 8, n and T.

Finally, we combine the estimate for (4.7) with the bound (4.6) of our
original expression (4.4) (with € = €(n) ). Fix 8, and for a given suitably
regular T take n to be the largest integer such that

d(T) = Cllog é|n.

We find that we can define ||-|| and also redefine ¢ > 0, so that

Jg(f) - L(Q)\G(A)l AZ'-KU(X, x)dx| = Hf“e‘rod(r).

In particular, J U( f) is independent of v as the notation suggests.

Now U(Q) is the disjoint union, over those orbits U" € (%) which are
contained in U, of the sets U’'(Q). Define JU(]) by induction on dim U
by

(4.8)

IO =IehH - = I

(UcU:U#U)

Since (%;) is finite, the required inequality (4.3) follows from (4.8). The
required property (4.2) follows immediately from (4.3) and Theorem 3.1.

The following corollary will be especially important to us.

COROLLARY 4.3. The distribution

I = > JiAf)

(U e(@p:uc)

equals
lim J i LU

unip

for any valuation v of Q. In particular, the limit is independent of v and
annihilates any function which vanishes on U(A).

Proof. Set n = 1 in the estimate for (4.7) given in the proof of the
theorem. We see that there is a continuous semi-norm ||-|| and a positive
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number r; such that

@9) WE() = Thip Y L S A1 - 8- (1 + |7y

for all f; T and 8 > 0. The first assertion of the corollary follows. If f
vanishes on U(A) it vanishes on each of the spaces U'(A), and so each
J E’( /) equals 0. This gives the second assertion.

Of particular interest is the case that U = {1}, the class of the identity
element. The corresponding distribution has a simple formula.

COROLLARY 4.4. J{1(f) = vol(GIQ\G(A)")f(1).
Proof. If U = {1} we have

1 F(x, Tydx - f(1),

T
A K y(x, x)dx = /G(Q)\G(A)

./(;(Q)\G(A)
by Lemma 2.3. This approaches

vol(G(Q\G(A)Y) - f(1)

by the dominated convergence theorem. The corollary is then a con-
sequence of the theorem.

5. Reduction of lemma 4.1. We have still to establish Lemma 4.1, as well
as Lemma 3.2 from Section 3. In this section we shall reduce the proofs to
that of a third lemma, whose proof will be the content of the next section.
Actually, Lemma 3.2 is much easier. It is essentially a special case of
Lemma 4.1, so most of our discussion will concern this second result.

Lemma 4.1 pertains to the function f7,, defined by (4.1). We are
required to estimate

VP, Ty 2 S vx) ldx

./;(Q)\G(A) YEGQNU(Q)

This is bounded by the integral over k € K, a € A;’,‘;G(TO, T) and m and
n in fixed compact fundamental domains in MO(A)1 and Ny(A) respective-
ly, of

8P0(a)_‘ > B If‘U‘v(k_lm_la_ln—lynamk)|.
YEGQNUWQ)

Since {a~ 'na} remains in a fixed compact set, the original expression will
be no greater than

-1 € -1_—1
//;;3.0(7}),7')8”0(0) %fﬂf vy~ a ‘yay)|dyda,

where dy stands for a Radon measure on a fixed compact subset
T of G(A)'. This in turn is evidently bounded by the integral over
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Ap (T, T) of
5.1 Sp@" 2 elava),

YEGLa)

where

Gfa) = {v € GQNUQxinf sup lg,(y"'a” yay)l, = ¢}
ye ==

and

$(x) = flf(f'xy)ldy

The volume of AP (T}, T) is bounded by a multiple of (I + [|7]] ),
Therefore, to complete the proof of Lemma 4.1 it would suffice to bound
(5.1) independently of a € 4 PO(T,) by c€’, where r is a positive constant
and c is a positive number depending only on ¢. We might just as well take
¢ to be an arbitrary bounded nonnegative function on G(A)" of compact
support. Notice that (5.1) is similar to the expression to be estimated in
Lemma 3.2. If we include the case that U is the empty set, with

q = ... =4 = 1,
the required estimate for (5.1) will also provide a proof of Lemma 3.2.
Let P be a (standard) parabolic subgroup. Consider an element y
which belongs to P(Q) but to no (standard) parabolic subgroup P’'(Q),
with P’C P. Then y can be written

y = qwr, n € N(Q), 7 € P(Q),

where w is an element of the Weyl group of (G, 4,) whose space of fixed
vectors in a, contains ap but no space ap, with P & P. Let A be a rational
representation of G whose highest weight A is a positive integral
combination of all the fundamental dominant weights in AP \AP Then
A — wA is a positive integral combination of all the roots in Aﬁ Let
{|I'll be a height function relative to a basis of the underlying space of A
which contains a highest weight vector v and also the vector A(w)v. (See
[1], p- 944.) For each a € 4 P(T,) the component of A(a™ ya)v in the
direction of A(w)v is

AT WA(Hp(a) )A(W .

Consequently

IIA(a_]ya)vH = ATWNHp(a)),
Fix ¢, and assume that ¢(a- va) # 0. Then the left hand side of this
inequality W111 be bounded independently of a and y. It follows that for

each a € A} Py the number a(Hp(a)) will be bounded 1ndependently of a
and y. We may therefore write a = ba,, where a; belongs to A ; (T}) and
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b belongs to a fixed compact set B. Notice that if we put
Y= Ww, [ € MP(Q)’ v E NP(Q)?

then
alya=bp"- ,u.al—lval - b.

Consequently p itself will belong to a fixed compact set.
For each p € M,(Q), set

$u(n) = ;gg(apo(b)“wb"unb)), n € Np(A).
Since B is a fixed compact set, Py is bounded, has compact support, and

vanishes for all but finitely many p. The expression (5.1) is bounded by the
sum over P and over p € Mp(Q) of

(5.2) 8p(a) ' 2 oyla; vay).

Here a, stands for the projection of a onto Ap;, and the sum is to be taken
over those elements » in Np(Q) such that the pr does not belong to U(Q)
and such that

. -1, -1
inf sup |g;(z" 'pa; ‘vayz)|, = e
z€l'B i

Now the functions
x—q(z 'xz), z€G1=i=],

belong to the ideal of polynomials that vanish on U. It follows that there
are polynomial functions

pfz,x), 1=ij=1,
on G X G such that

g,z "xz2) = 2 py(z, x)g,(x).
J
If a;, p and » are as in (5.2), we have
sup lq,.(pal_lval) l, = ¢y inf sup Iqj(z_lpal_lualz) l, = ¢,
i z€lB

where ¢ is the supremum over (z, x) in the compact set
(I'B) X (B - supp ¢ - B)

of

sup 2 |py(z, zxz” Y |,
i

Then the value of (5.2) will not be decreased if the sum is taken over those
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v € Np(Q) with pr & U(Q), and with
sup lg,(pa, 'vay) |, = coe.

It will be enough to estimate (5.2) for fixed P and p. Let n be the Lie
algebra of Np. It is an affine space equipped with an action of 4p. Consider
the Zariski closed set of points X in n such that p exp X belongs to U. The
ideal # of polynomials on n which vanish on this set is defined over Q and
is Ap invariant, since the same is true of the set itself. We can therefore
write

j:(E‘,...,Ek),

where each E; is an Ap-equivariant polynomial on n with rational co-
efficients. That is,

E(Ad(a™H)X) = x,(a) 'E(X), a € Ap,

with x; a rational character on Ap. However, £ is the radical of the ideal
generated by the functions

X—=g(pexpX), 1=j=1

Consequently we can find a positive integer n and polynomials Fj(X),
defined over Q, such that

!
MW=§mman
p=

for each i. Let ¢, be the supremum over i, and over those points X € n(A)
such that exp X belongs to the support of ¢,, of

/
2 IF(X) |,
j=1
Then (5.2) is bounded by
(5.3) 8p(a;) ! % da; ' - exp X+ a)),

where X is summed over those elements in n(Q) such that
|E,(Ad(a)) " 'X) |, = (c;c00)""

for each /, and such that p exp X does not belong to U(Q). But p exp X
belongs to U(Q) if and only if each E;(X) vanishes. It follows that (5.3) is
bounded by

(5.4) E(SP(al)_l % ¢a; ' -exp X- a) )
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with the inner sum now taken over the set
{(X € n(Q):0 < |E(Ad(a)) 'X) |, = (c;c09'"}.

It is certainly enough to estimate the expression in the brackets of (5.4).
Therefore, we let E be any rational polynomial on n such that

E(Ad(a) 'U) = x(a) 'E(U), a € 4p, U € n,

for some rational character x of A,. We shall also replace the function
¢,(exp(°) ) with an arbitrary bounded, nonnegative function ® on n(A) of
compact support. We have reduced Lemma 4.1 (as well as Lemma 3.2) to
the following assertion.

LEMMA 5.1. There are positive numbers ¢ and r such that for any € > 0
and any a in the set

A(})JO(T’]) = {(1 (S A%o‘a(Hp(a) - Tl) > O, a € AP}’
the inequality

(5.5) 8p(a)”' X ®(Ad(a) 'X) = o
X

holds, where X is summed over the points in n(Q) with
0 < |E(Ad(a) 'X)|, = e

We shall prove this result in the next section. There is nothing to show if
P = @G, so we shall assume that P is a proper (standard) parabolic
subgroup of G.

6. Proof of lemma 5.1. Lemma 5.1 is really a lattice point problem. Our
main tool will be the usual one: the Poisson summation formula. To be
able to exploit it, we note that any bounded function of compact support
can be bounded by a smooth function of compact support. Consequently,
it is enough to prove the lemma with ® a nonnegative function in
C°(n(A) ). For any € > 0, the function

(V) = ®(V)p,( '|E(V),), V € n(A),

is also in C°(n(A) ). It is obviously enough to prove the lemma with the
left hand side of (5.5) replaced by the expression

(6.1) 8p(a)” > ®(Ad(a)”'X).
{Xen(Q):E(X)+#0}

We shall first show that the existence of an X which gives a nonzero
contribution to (6.1) already poses a restriction on a and e. The image
under E of the support of ® is a compact subset of A. If X contributes to
the sum in (6.1), the adéle
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E(Ad(a)"'X) = x(a)'E(X)
will belong to this set. This gives us inequalities
|E(Ad(a) " 'X) |, = b,,

where b,, is a positive number for each valuation w of Q which equals 1 for
almost all w. At the place v there is the additional constraint

IE(Ad(a) 'X) |, = e

Now E(X) is a nonzero rational number, so

I[TIEXI, =1,
by the product formula. Combining the inequalities as a product, we see
that
x@) "' = be,
where
b=110s,
wFy

Let r, and 8 be small positive numbers. Given a parabolic subgroup P,
with P C P, € G, consider the set points a in A3°(T;) such that

8- x(@)* = B(a)

for each root 8 of (P, Ap) which is nontrivial on Ap.. (Such roots exist since
P, # G.) It is clearly possible to choose ry and & so that any point a in
Ap(T)) belongs to a set of this form. (In fact, one can always arrange that
P, is maximal parabolic.) We may therefore fix P, for the rest of the proof,
and only estimate (6.1) for those a in the corresponding set. Our two
constraints on a and e will be used together. Combined, they will tell us
that there is a constant ¢, such that

(6.2) supg(B(a)”') = e,
where B ranges over the roots of (P, Ap) which are nontrivial on Ap. Set

It is a parabolic subgroup of Mp. Let ng be the Lie algebra of its
unipotent radical. We shall assume inductively that Lemma 5.1 holds if
(G, P, n) is replaced by (MPI, R, np).

Let n; be the Lie algebra of Np. Then

n =n; @ ng.

Letn R(Q)+ be the set of elements Y in ngz(Q) such that the polynomial
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U—EU-+Y), UE€n,
does not vanish identically. Then (6.1) is bounded by
B(e, a)

=8@ ' X X 0(Ad@) X + Ad@'Y).
Yeng(Q)" X;eny(Q)

Apply the Poisson summation formula to the sum over X;. The result is

@' X 2 $(Ad@)X, Ad@) '),
Yen(Q)" X en(Q)

U + MUY, U))HdU,
Ue l'II(A)s Ve nR(A)»

n(A)

a partial Fourier transform of ®,. Here v is an additive character on A/Q
and (,) is the standard inner product on n;(Q) relative to a fixed basis
{X., ..., X;} of eigenvectors of Ap. We decompose this last expression for
B(e, a) as the sum of

Bi(e, a) = dg(a)”" 2 > 3 (Ad(a)X,,
Yeng(Q)t {X,€n(Q):X,#0}

Ad(a)"'Y)

and

By(e, a) = g(a)”' D (U + Ad(a)”'Y)dU.

Yen(Q" mA)

Now B(e, a) is an increasing function of e. If we take € to be less than 1, we
have
B(e, a) = B|(€, a) + By(€, a)

for any number s, with 0 << s = 1. We shall presently show how to choose
s so that the constraint (6.2) leads to a good estimate.

LEMMA 6.1. There is a bounded, nonnegative function ®y of compact
support on ng(A) such that for any € and a, B,(e, a) is bounded by

(SR(“)_' S opAd@)'Y) )(e_l sup(B(a) ") )“
YENR(Q) B

with B varying as in (6.2).
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Proof. Let d = dim n,. The basis {X|, ..., X;} of n,(Q), mentioned
above, gives us a natural norm ||-||,, on n,(Q,,) for each valuation w of Q. It
also gives us a Laplacian A on n,(R).

Consider the formula above for B(¢, a). The inner sum over X; can
actually be taken over the nonzero points in the lattice n (N lZ), where

N =1IIp»
P

is a positive integer defined as follows. For each prime p, take n, to be the
smallest nonnegative integer such that ®, is invariant under the open
compact subgroup

{X, € m(Q,)lIX,ll, = p~"}.

The integer N thus obtained is independent of € if the original valuation v
is Archimedean. If v is discrete it follows from the definition of ®, that
N = ¢ 'N,, where N, is independent of e.

From its formula, we see that B,(e, a) is bounded by the product of

> llAd(a)X;lIg >
(X, eny (N~ 'Z):X,#0)
with
dpa)”! X |A“D (U + Ad(a)”'y) |dU.
veng(Q YA

The first term is clearly bounded by a constant multiple of

(N sup (Bla)™ )™,

where B ranges over the roots of (P, Ap) which are nontrivial on 4, . It is
independent of ¢ if v is infinite, and is bounded by a multiple of ¢ 2
if v is finite. The same is true of the second term, but with the conditions
on v reversed. Moreover, the second term vanishes unless Ad(a) ™ 'Y lies in
a fixed compact subset of 1ngz(A). Consequently, we can find a bounded
function ®; of compact support on 1z (A) such that

Bi(e, a) = 8z(a)"' 2 ®r(Ad(@)”'Y) - e‘zd(s%p(ﬁ(a)“) )X,
Y

as required.

Combining the lemma with (6.2) we see that B|(€’, a) is bounded by the
product of

(G_s ° Cofro)

2dimn,

with
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Srl@)”' X dp(Ad@)'Y).

YEng(Q)

The induction hypothesis applied to ng (with E replaced by the constant
polynomial 1) tells us that this second expression is bounded independent-

1 . ...
ly of a. Set s = Ero. We obtain positive numbers ¢; and r; and an
estimate
B\(€, a) = ¢)€",

valid for all e > 0 and all a € A5 (T;) which satisfy (6.2).

We must next deal with B,(€’, a). The estimate we will derive for this
quantity will not depend on the inequality (6.2). We shall expand the
polynomial E in terms of the basis {X, ..., X;} of n,(Q). If V € ngx(A)
and

x = (x;,...,x5), Xx; €A,

1

we can write

(63) E(X, + ...+ x,X, + V) = 2 E (V)X

where
a=(ap...,a,)

is a multi-index,
x* = x{ XY,

and E, is a rational polynomial on ng. Clearly
E(Ad(a)"'V) = x,(a) 'E V),

for some rational character x, of 4p. If Y is an element in ng(Q) ™", one of
the coefficients E (Y) will be nonzero. We shall let ay denote the highest
such multi-index, relative to the lexicographic order.

Define a function Bj(e, a) by the formula

-1 -1
8z(a) % g L(A) o (U + Ad(a)”'Y)dU,

in which Y is summed over the set

{Y € ng(Q)":ay = &, |E, (Ad(a) " 'Y) |, = €%}
Define Bj(e, a) similarly, Y running over the same set except with

|E, (Ad(@)”'Y) |, > €2
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Then
By(¢, a) = Bi(e, a) + Bj(e, a).

The first function Bj(e, a) is clearly bounded by an expression

2 (6R(a>“ 2 @y (Ad(@)"'Y) )
a Y

where this time Y is summed over
{Y € 1x(Q):0 < |[E(Ad(a)"'Y) |, = €'}

and where

R (V) = (R) ®U + V)dU, V € ng(A),

a bounded function of compact support. The sum over « is certainly finite.
Therefore the induction hypothesis applied to ng (with E replaced by E,)
tells us that there are positive constants ¢’ and »’ such that

Bi(e, a) = e,

for alle > 0 and all a € AZ(T)).

To deal with Bj(e, a) we shall make use of an elementary estimate for
polynomials. Suppose that y = (y,,...,v,) is a multi-index. For each
8 > 0 let Z,(8) denote the set of polynomials

2 ext e, €Q,

in Q,[x, ..., x,] which satisfy the following two conditions.

(i) e, vanishes unless a; = v; for every i.

(ii) If « is the highest multi-index such that e, # 0, then |e |, > §é.
Let I, be a compact subset of Q‘vi, and set

Fv(p’ 6) = {x € Fv:lp(x) IV < (},
for each p € #(5) and € > 0. Then there are positive constants C and ¢
such that for any e > 0,8 > 0, and p € Z(9),
(6.4) vol T (p,e) = (6 'e).

We leave this estimate as an exercise. Alternatively, it can be justified as a
special case of Lemma 7.1 of [6].

We choose the compact subset I, of Q‘vi, as well as a compact subset I""
of (A")% so that the function

¢(XIX| + ...+ ded + V), X (S A, Ve nR(A),

is supported on IT" X ng(A). (Here A” denotes those adéles which are 0
at v.) Look back at the definition of Bj(e, a). The integrand ®, is defined in
terms of ® and the polynomial

https://doi.org/10.4153/CJM-1985-067-0 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.4153/CJM-1985-067-0

UNIPOTENT VARIETY 1265

X E(Ad(a) 'Y)x® = E(x,)X, + ... + x,X, + Ad(a)"'Y).

Let E(J,(Ad(a)_‘Y)V be the component of the adéle
E(Ad(a)'Y)

at v, and set

py(x) = 2 E(Ad(a)”'Y)x"

We can certainly choose the multi-index y so that every E (Ad(a) : Y),
vanishes unless a; = vy, for every i. Then an element Y € n R(Q)Jr occurs
in the sum which defines Bj(e, a) if and only if py belongs to Z,(¢'/?). It is
clear that B¢, a) is bounded by the sum over all such Y, and the integral
over (x|, ..., x,) in I,(py, eI, of

dp(@) 100, X, + ... + x,X, + Ad(a)”'Y).
Therefore, by the inequality (6.4), B3(e, a) is bounded by

Ce 2¢)f - vol(T¥) - 8p(a) ' 2 ®iAd(a)”'Y),
YEng(Q)

where

®HAd(a)"'Y) = sup O + Ad(a)”'Y).
U€En(A)

Applying our original induction hypothesis to ng, we see that
Bje, a) = "¢,

where ¢” and r” are positive numbers, independent of € and a.
We are now essentially done. Combining our estimates we obtain

B(e, a) = B(€, a) + BY(€’, a) + BY(€, a)
et + (€Y + ()

A

A

ce,
for positive constants ¢ and r. Since B(e, a) was a bound for (6.1), our

proof of Lemma 5.1 (and hence the earlier Lemmas 4.1 and 3.2) is finally
complete.

7. Weighted orbital integrals. We can now return to the discussion left
off in Section 4. We shall take T = T,,. We have already mentioned that
the distribution

J,

T
unip Jun

unip
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is independent of P,. Set
Jy=Jh, Ue @).

Then (4.2) and Corollaries 4.3 and 4.4 hold for these distributions. From
Corollary 4.3 we see that J, is also independent of P,. Insofar as they
define polynomials in T, Theorem 3.1 and Theorem 4.2 provide formulas
for J,nip and Jy,. However, these are not satisfactory. We need formu-
las which are given in terms of locally defined objects.

Examples of such objects are the weighted orbital integrals which are
defined and studied in [6]. Suppose that S is a finite set of places of Q.

Set

G(Qs)' = G(Qg) N G(A),
where

QS = H Qv'

VES
A weighted orbital integral is a distribution

f= (1), [ € CRAGQs),

on G(QS)I which is associated to a Levi subgroup M € . and a conjugacy
class yin M(Qg) N G(QS)I. For this paper we need only consider the case
that y is a unipotent conjugacy class. In fact, we shall see that it is enough
to take the image in M(Qg) of a unipotent conjugacy class in M(Q).
For any u € %;(Q) there is an associated unipotent conjugacy class

uSZHuv

veS

in G(QS)'. Call 4 and o’ (G, S)-equivalent if the associated conjugacy
classes ug and ug are the same. Let (%;(Q) )s s denote the set of such
equivalence classes in %;(Q). Any element u € %;(Q) is contained in a
unique geometric conjugacy class U, = U f in (%;). It depends only on
the (G, S) equivalence class of u. The set U,(Qg) breaks up into finitely
many G(QS)l conjugacy classes, one of which is ug. The next lemma tells
us that they are all of this form.

LEMMA 7.1. Suppose that U is any orbit in (%g) such that U(Q) is
not empty. Then any G(Qg) orbit in U(Qg) is of form ug for some
ue (%(Q) )g,s-

Proof. Let g be the Lie algebra of G. The exponential map gives an
isomorphism from the nilpotent variety of g onto the unipotent variety of
G. By assumption, log(U) is a nilpotent G-orbit which contains a
representative in g(Q). By the Jacobson-Morosov theorem there is a Lie
algebra homomorphism
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$:51(2) — g,
defined over Q, such that

01
X=¢(oo)

belongs to log(U). As usual, define

n=ofy )

g, = {£ € G:ad(H)¢ = if}.
Then

p:ig%g[

1s a parabolic subalgebra of g which is defined over Q. It has unipotent
radical

n=@9p

i>0

and

and Levi component
m = G()’

both defined also over Q.
Now take v € S and suppose that u, is an element in U(Q,). There is a
homomorphism

¢,:51(2) — g,

defined over g, such that

%= 5(50)

equals log(u,). We can introduce H,, g;,, b, and m, as above. They are all
defined over Q,. The vectors X, and X are conjugate. By Kostant’s
theorem [7], ¢, and ¢ are also conjugate; there is an element y € G (not
necessarily defined over Q,) such that

¢ = Ad(y) o ¢,.
Therefore
p = Ad(y)p, and m = Ad(y)m,.

Since the parabolic subalgebras p and p, are both defined over Q,, they are
conjugate over G(Q,). The same is true of the Levi components m and
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m,. Replacing u, by a G(Q,)-conjugate of itself if necessary, we may
assume that p = p,, m = m,, and that y belongs to the subgroup of G
whose Lie algebra is m. This forces H, and H to be equal. The spaces g;
and g, , therefore coincide.

The spaces g; are defined over Q and g;(Q) is embedded in g,(Qy). The
intersection of U with g, is a subset which is open and dense in the Zariski
topology. (See [9].) It follows that each G(Qg)-orbit in U(Qg) meets
3,(Qg) in an open subset. We have only to show that each such open
subset intersects g,(Q). Since g,(Q) is a finite dimensional vector space
over Q, the result is a consequence of the strong approximation
theorem.

The lemma 1mp11es that u — ug is a bljectlon from the set of u €
(%;(Q) )g.s» With U, = U, onto the set of G(QS) -orbits in U(Qg). We
shall often drop the notation ug and simply identify u with a G(Qy)
conjugacy class. The same will be true of (%,(Q) )y s for any Levi
subgroup M € Z For any u € (%,(Q) )ps» We shall write U for the
induced unipotent conjugacy class of G associated to UM and G ( [8]). It
is the unique unipotent class in G which, for any P = MN,, intersects
UM - N, in a Zariski dense open set.

For any M € L u € (%(Q))ysandf € C, (G(QS) ), we can take
the weighted orbital integral Jy,(u, f). It has two properties which we
should point out. The first concerns its behaviour under conjugation.
Let #(M) be the set of P € % such that Mp contains M. Then if

y € G(Qs)

10 Iy f) = 2 JMow foy)-
QeFAM

(See [6], Lemma 8.1.) Note the similarity with (1.1). The second property
arlses from the definition. Recall from [6] that J,,(u, f) is an integral on
U¢ 2(Qg) with respect to a measure which is absolutely continuous relative
to the sum of the invariant measures on the G(QS) -orbits in UG(QS)
In particular, J,,(u) annihilates any function which vanishes on
U (QS) Suppose that U is any class in (%;) and that v € S. Fore > 0
we can defme the function f7,, exactly as in (4.1). It belongs to
C. (G(QS) ). From the definitions we deduce that

(7.2) lim Jy(u, ) = {M“’f ) iUy c U,

=0 ’ 0 otherwise.
In particular, the limit is independent of v and annihilates any function
which vanishes on U(Qyg). Again, recall that there is a similar property for
Junip» described in Corollary 4.3. As we shall see, properties (7.1) and (7.2)
allow us to compare the weighted orbital integrals with our globally
defined distributions.
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8. A comparison. We come now to our main result. Let S be any finite
set of places of Q which contains the Archimedean place. We shall em-
bed C, (G(QS)) in C, (G(A) ) by taking the product of functions in
C, (G(QS)) w1th the characteristic function of HveesK Any func-
tion in Co (G(A)") is the image of a function in C, (G(QS) ) for some
such S.

Our theorem is to be proved by induction, so we shall state it for a Levi
subgroup L of G. Everything we have done for G, of course, has an
analogue for L. We shall use the same notatlon w1th the added super-
scnpt L. Thus we have the distribution J% . on L(A) and distributions
JM(u) M c L,on L(QS))

THEOREM 8.1. For any S there are uniquely determined numbers
a"(S,u), M € Luec (%/(Q)us
such that for any L € Land f € CX(L(Qs)"),

B Juph = 2 w2 e wu ).

U (Uyy(Q) s

unip

Proof. Fix S and assume inductively that the numbers aM(S, u) have
been defined for any M & L. Of course implicit in this assumption is the
validity of (8.1) with L replaced by a proper Levi subgroup. Define

TH) = Tnip)

- 2wy
{(Megl:M+#L)

x X dis, wI i ),
ue(Uy(Q) s
for [ € C?O(L(QS)I). Then T is a distribution on L(QS)l which
annihilates any function which vanishes on %;(Qg). We need
to show that there are uniquely determined numbers {a’(S, u) } such
that

82 THH = 2 ds wIkw ),

UE(Z(Q)) s

for every f. Recall that J L(u) 1s just the invariant orbltal integral on the
conjugacy class of u in L(QS) The distributions {J L(u)} are linearly
independent so that numbers {a (S, u) } must be unique. Our charge,
then, is to prove their ex1stence

We shall first show that T’ is invariant. For any y € L(QS) TE()
equals

Teig") = §L|W8’||Wél" > A wIyw ).

U (U (Q) ps
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By (1.1) and (7.1) this is the difference between
S W W 1o (fo,)

Qegt
and

MgL Qe.;(M) KoLy % (S, Jos)
Therefore,

TH) = TH)
equals the sum over {Q € F# Lo+ L} of the product of
\Wolel wgl ™!

with the expression

M _
Tufolfo) = gm' Wl 1wgle) ™! 2 a(S, w)J e, fp,)-

The assertion that this last expression vanishes is just the equation (8.1),
with L replaced by M. It follows from our induction assumption.
Therefore T is an mvarlant distribution.

For any integer d, let %; , be the union of those orbits U in (%) with
dim U = d. It is a Zariski closed subset of %; which is defined over Q. The
set

Y «Qg) = I;IS % 4Q,)

of Qg valued points is a closed subspace of L(Qg) consisting of a finite
union of L(Qg) conjugacy classes. Let

% 4(Qs) < % 4(Qs)

denote the union over those orbits U € (%;) such that dim U = 4, and
such that U(Q) is not empty, of the spaces U(Qg). It is the union of
those L(Qg) conjugacy classes which are parametrized by elements
u € (% (Q)), s with dim U = d. The numbers required for (8.2) are
provided by the next lemma.

LEMMA 8.2. There exist numbers

a"(S, u), u € (% (Q))Ls
such that for any d the distribution

Th(f) = TH) - > at (S, W) [(u, f)

{ve(#,(Q) ), s:dimUL>d)

annihilates any function [ € CZ’O(L(QS)') which vanishes on %y 4(Qg).

https://doi.org/10.4153/CJM-1985-067-0 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.4153/CJM-1985-067-0

UNIPOTENT VARIETY 1271

Proof. Suppose first that d = dim %;. Then %; ,(Qg) is the umon of all
the spaces U(Qyg) such that U(Q) is not empty. Moreover, Td (f) is just
equal to T%( /). It is the difference between the distribution

TopN) = 2 JTH()

ve(,)

and a sum of integrals over spaces U(Qyg), with U(Q) not empty. Since
JE U 1s zero when U(Q) is empty, Td annihilates any function which van-
ishes on %; ,(Qg)'. Thus, the lemma holds if d = dim %;.

Suppose that d is arbitrary. Assume mductlvely that the numbers
a"(S, u) have been defined for any u with dim U > d, and that Td an-
nihilates any function which vanishes on %; d(QS) Let %L 4 be the
union over those Ol'bltS U in (%;) with dim U = d, and let Cc? be
the complement of %9 L.4(Qs) in % (Qg). Then C? equals the union over
v € § and over those U € (%; ) with dim U < d, of the sets

cf,=Uv@Q,) II %.Q,.

{weSiws#v}
Itisa closed subset of L(QS) We shall con51der the restriction of TL to

L(QS) N\ C the complement of c’in L(QS)
The space

U [QgY N\ C? = U 4(Qg) N ) L4(Qs)

is a flmte dls_]omt union of L(Qg) conjugacy classes which are closed in
L(QS) \ C?. These conjugacy classes are parametrized by the elements
u € (% (Q)),s with dim U = d. For each such u, let L, be the
centralizer in L of a fixed representative of uin L(Q). There is a surjective,
L(QS)'-equivariant map

COLQe)'NCT = @ CALQs)/ L (Qs) )

Its kernel consists of the functions in Co(L(Qg ) AN Cd) which vanish on
 4Qg). Any invariant distribution on L(QS) \ C? which annihilates
the kernel is the pull-back of an L(QS) -invariant dlstrlbutlon on the
second space. It follows that we can choose a number a’ (S, u) for each
u € (%.(Q)), ¢ with dim U = d, such that

Ti(f) = 2 a"(S, wIi(u. )

u

for any f € CX(L(Qg)'\ C).
Now if f'is an arbitrary function in C; (L(QS) ), we can set

TE () =TiH - 2 dS wiiwf)

{u:dimUL =d)
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Then Tj_, is an invariant distribution which is supported on ¢’ and
annihilates any function that vanishes on %; 4(Qg)’. Suppose that fis a
function which is assumed only to vanish on %; ,_,(Qg)’. We want to
show that

T \(f) = 0.

Consider the collection of sets CUV, as defined above such that f does
not vanish on a nelghborhood of the closure CUV If there are no such
sets, f belongs to CS(L(Qg)' \ C?) and T%_,(f) = 0. Suppose then that
there are exactly (k + 1) such sets, with k = 0. Choose one set C‘{jv from
among these If € > 0, the function 7, , vanishes whenever f does. More-
over, f,, is equal to f in a nelghborhood of C4 v, Consequently, the
function (f — f,,) will vanish in a neighborhood of the closure of all but
at most k sets. We may therefore assume inductively that

Tif = fu) =0.
On the other hand, since T%_,(f) is the difference between J l’;nip( /) and

S oWk X dMS wyIhu, f)
McC L u€(y(Q) )ys
+ > a (S, u)J i, f),

{(4e(#(Q) ), s:dimULZd)
we will be able to write down the limit

. L
!E;no Td*l(ch.v)
by (7.2) and Corollary 4.3. It equals

TE(f) - M§L W wh !

X > a" (S, u)J3fu, 1),
{4 €((Q) )py.5: Uk 0)

since dim U < d. Smcefvanlshes on ,_ 1(Qs) we see easily from the
formula (4.3) that J U(f ) = 0. The other terms in this last expression are
clearly also equal to 0. Therefore the limit vanishes, and

TG (/) =0

as required.

We have shown that the assertion of the lemma holds if d is replaced by
d — 1. This completes the induction step and gives the proof of the
lemma.

Our theorem now follows. For the lemma tells us that T vanishes if
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d < 0. This establishes (8.2), which was what remained to be proved of the
theorem.

For convenience we write down separately the specialization of (8.1) to
L = G. Since the distributions J,,(u) are all measures, we have

COROLLARY 8.3. For any f € C(G(Qy)"),

Jaip) = 2 WIwWSITH 3 dMS, ().
Mez u€ (%, (Q) IMs

In particular, the restriction of J,; to G(QS)' is a measure.

nip

CoROLLARY 8.4. For any U € (%;) and f € Cfo(G(QS)l), we have

I = = wiw§™!
Me®

X > a™(S, u) Iy (u, f).
(4 € (X (Q) )py 5:US=U)

Proof. Take any v € S. Replace fin (8.1) by f,, and let € approach 0.
By (7.2) and Corollary 4.3 we obtain

> _Jul)
{Ue(;):U'cU}
= X wws! > ~dM(S, w)y(u, ).
Mey (HEW(Q) )y 5:USC T)

The corollary follows by increasing induction on the dimension of U.

For many applications of the trace formula it is probably not necessary
to be able to evaluate the numbers a™ (S, ). Still, we can’t help wondering
whether reasonable formulas exist. The methods of this paper lead
naturally to only one such formula. It is an immediate consequence of the
theorem and Corollary 4.4.

COROLLARY 8.5. a%(S, 1) = vol(G(Q)\G(A)").

Finally, we should say that Theorem 8.1 and its corollaries remain true
if Q is replaced by an algebraic number field F. Of course results for Q can
always be applied to groups defined over F by restricting scalars. This
gives an immediate analogue of Theorem 8.1. However, restriction of
scalars requires that S be the set of all valuations of F which lie over a
finite set of valuations of Q. On the other hand, every argument of this
paper can be applied equally as well to F as Q. We have chosen to work
over Q only to avoid introducing extra notation in our discussion of the
paper [1]. At any rate, Theorem 8.1 and its corollaries hold for F without
the above restriction on S.
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