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George Weisz offers the first attempt at comprehensive
analysis of the French university system during the latter half
of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Examining
the major reforms of higher education undertaken during the
Third Republic, he argues that the original thrust for reform
came from within the educational system, especially from an
academic profession seeking to raise its occupational status.
The reform process was set in motion after 1878 because a
part of the new republican ruling elite believed that a
renovated university system could perform valuable political
and ideological services. Once begun under the direction of a
new generation of educational administrators, change was
also shaped by economic development, demand for
educational services, and balances of power among interest
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The History of Education Society Award
Awarded biennially to the best essay in the history of education
published in any journal over the previous two years.

1978-David Tyack (Stanford University), "Ways of Seeing:
An Essay on the History of Compulsory Schooling,"
Harvard Educational Review, 46 (Aug. 1976): 355-89.

1980-Anne Firor Scott (Duke University), "The Ever Wid
ening Circle: The Diffusion of Feminist Values from
the Troy Female Seminary, 1822-1872," History of
Education Quarterly 19 (Spring 1979): 3-25.

1982-Douglas Sloan (Teachers College, Columbia Univer
sity), "Science in New York City, 1867-1907," Isis 71
(Mar. 1980): 35-76.

1984-Sheldon Rothblatt (University of California, Berkeley),
"Failure in Early Nineteenth-Century Oxford and
Cambridge," History of Education (U.K.) 11 (Mar.
1982): 1-21.

The Henry Barnard Prize
Awarded biennially to the best essay in history of education written
by a graduate student. No award was made in 1985.

1977-David Hogan (University of Illinois; now University of
Pennsylvania), "Education and the Making of the Chi
cago Working Class, 1880-1930."

1979-William J. Reese (University of Wisconsin; now Indiana
University), "Partisans of the Proletariat: The Socialist
Working Class and Milwaukee Schools, 1890-1920"

1981-Barry H. Bergen (University of Pennsylvania), "Only a
School Master: Gender, Class, and the Effort to Pro
fessionalize Elementary School Teaching in England,
1870 to 1910"

1983-Jeffrey Mirel (University of Michigan; now Northern
Illinois University), "The Politics of Educational Re
trenchment in Detroit, 1929-1935"
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