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MATT GROSSMANN

How the 
Conservative Revolution 

Stalled in the States

“In Red State Blues, Matt Grossmann, one of the nation’s 
most astute political scientists, challenges fundamental 

orthodoxy in much of academia and the media. He argues that 
the Republican revolution that swept over state after state at 

the behest of the Koch Brothers, ALEC and other architects of 
the insurgency was, in practice, of relatively minor consequence. 

The conservative movement ran into a brick wall – the electorate’s 
demand for public services. Grossmann demonstrates that the 

twenty-year political upheaval from 1994 to 2014 produced policy 
change only at the margins – primarily by restricting abortion 

providers and union organizing  – while budgets and state 
programs continued to grow. Grossmann goes against the 

grain in this wise and illuminating book.”

Thomas B. Edsall, The New York Times

"How much did the conservative and Republican electoral 
revolution change actual policy in the fifty American states? 

Maybe not as much as you think. Matt Grossmann's Red State Blues
is pretty much the perfect book on this question."

Tyler Cowen, George Mason University

"If you are a liberal who despairs about the seemingly 
total Republican takeover of states across the country, guess what: 

It might not be as bad as you think. Employing creative and original 
research techniques, Matt Grossmann carefully demonstrates that 

many of the conservative movement's apparent gains are not 
translating into transformative policy outcomes. This book offers 

a series of x-rays of our current political and ideological impasses, 
revealing hidden structural factors that have frustrated the grand 

conservative project, while allowing for under-the-radar liberal 
advances you didn't know were happening."

Greg Sargent, The Washington Post
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Cover image: Gazing at a picture of President Hoover 

are politicians Perry W. Howard (left) of Mississippi 

and Roscoe Conklin Simmons of Illinois. New York 

Daily News Archive / Contributor / Getty Images.

REPUBLICAN 
PARTY POLITICS 
and the American South 

1865–1968

REPUBLICAN PARTY POLITICS 
and the A

m
erican South 1865–1968

BORIS HEERSINK and JEFFERY A. JENKINS

HEERSINK  
and JENKINS

“How did Lincoln’s Republican Party transform into today’s modern party of white, 
conservative America? Heersink and Jenkins dig deep into the under-tilled politics of the 

post-Civil War Southern Republican Party, rewarding us with a robust and fascinating 
account of the South’s partisan evolution. With impressive historical sweep and carefully 

crafted case studies, Republican Party Politics and the American South makes an 
essential contribution to our understanding of America’s political development.”

Sarah Binder, George Washington University

“If a political party is repressed, what happens to its organization on the ground?  How 
does its organizational and factional politics during its ‘invisible’ years shape resurgence? 

In this definitive account of the Southern Republican Party, Heersink and Jenkins pose 
these questions and provide continually surprising answers. Every scholar of American 
parties and of the South’s constitutive role in American history should read this utterly 

fascinating study.”

Rick Valelly, Swarthmore College

“Deeply researched, this riveting book reveals the ill-understood, complex, and 
conflictual story of the Republican Party in the South, from the close of the Civil War to 
the late 1960s. This rich analytical history illuminates many dimensions of intra-party 

and partisan politics, including matters of race and class, deepening our understanding of 
profound questions about motivations and preferences, strategies and impact.” 

Ira Katznelson, Columbia University 

“If students of American political parties think of the history of the Republican Party at 
all, they focus on two bookends – its Reconstruction founding, with a core constituency of 
newly enfranchised blacks, and its more recent manifestation, with a core constituency of 
conservative whites. Heersink and Jenkins show that the abandonment of southern black 
voters was abetted by national party-building strategies. The evidence brought to bear is 
a deft combination of quantitative analysis of the inclusion of black delegates in national 
party conventions and insightful case studies of party development within each state of 

the former Confederacy.”

Charles Stewart III, The Massachusetts Institute of Technology
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“In this book, Kritzer brings his usual, trenchant, clear-eyed analysis to bear on 
the ba�  ing, and seemingly directionless, course of state judicial selection reform 
in the aftermath of the merit selection movement. An exceptional work – and 
essential reading for anyone who cares about how America picks its judges.”

CHARLES GARDNER GEYH
John F. Kimberling Professor of Law at the Indiana University Maurer School of Law, 
and author of Who is to Judge? The Perennial Debate Over Whether to Elect or 
Appoint America’s Judges

“Kritzer presents a rich and nuanced picture of e� orts to change systems for 
selection of state judges, and an insightful analysis of the motives that underlie 
those e� orts. His book adds enormously to our understanding of why rules for 
selection of judges change – or don’t change.”

LAWRENCE BAUM
Ohio State University; co-author of The Battle for the Court: Interest Groups, 
Judicial Elections, and Public Policy

“Judicial Selection in the States is an exceptionally well-crafted analysis of the 
goals, timing, and successes or failures of reformers seeking to alter judicial 
selection procedures in their respective states. Employing a robust theoretical 
framework and remarkably rich and insightful case studies, this book contributes 
mightily to the scientifi c literature and the political controversy perennially raging 
over sta�  ng the state court bench. An outstanding achievement!”

MELINDA GANN HALL
Michigan State University; author of Attacking Judges: How Campaign Advertising 
Influences State Supreme Court Elections

HERBERT M. KRITZER is the Marvin J. Sonosky Chair of Law and Public Policy 
at the University of Minnesota Law School. He is the author or coauthor of eight 
previous books, including Justices on the Ballot (Cambridge, 2015), and more than 
100 articles or book chapters.

Cover illustration: tra�  c_analyzer / 

DigitalVision Vectors / Getty Images

JUDICIAL 
SELECTION 
IN THE STATES
Politics and the Struggle for Reform

HERBERT M. KRITZER

Andrew Karch • Shanna Rose

FEDERALISM AND 

AMERICAN PUBLIC POLICY

RESPONSIVE 
STATES

* * *

“Why are some public policies durable and some doomed? This 
nuanced and fascinating analysis shows how policy designs, 
their assignment to different levels of government, and their 
interaction with particular political and economic moments 
affect policies’ life courses. A brilliant reinvigoration of the study 
of federalism and policy feedbacks.”

Andrea Louise Campbell, 
Arthur and Ruth Sloan Professor  

of Political Science, MIT

“By examining the varying responses of state-level government 
officials to national initiatives, Andrew Karch and Shanna Rose 
not only illuminate the contentious politics of intergovernmental 
relations in critical arenas such as Medicaid and environmental 
policy, but also shed new light on the political conditions under 
which policy initiatives take root or unravel. Responsive States is 
a significant, insightful contribution to scholarship on American 
political development, federalism, and public policy.”

Eric Patashnik, 
Brown University

“Through a careful investigation of seven national laws with 
intergovernmental implications, Andrew Karch and Shanna 
Rose generate considerable insight into the range of ways state 
officials react to national policies and the reasons for their varied 
responses, in an analysis that will be of interest to scholars of 
public policy, federalism, and American political development.”

John Dinan, 
author of State Constitutional Politics: Governing 

by Amendment in the American States

* * *
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Medicaid,  Federalism, 
and Unequal Politics

FRAGMENTED 
DEMOCRACY

JAMILA MICHENER
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“I have not read a book in a better part of a decade where I learned as much 
or where my ideas of American federalism were so usefully challenged. With 
incredibly keen insight and breathtaking analysis, Jamila Michener unearths 
the dire ramifications of how people-based policies intersect with place-based 
inequalities. Federalism may feed liberty but it also undermines equality, one of 
our nation’s most cherished ideals. . . . Fragmented Democracy will revive debates 
about democracy in America, federalism and its consequences, racialized poverty 
and political inequality, and the importance of place in political life. The message 
takes on urgent importance in our time, pushing us to reimagine the policy at the 
local, state, and national levels. . . . An extraordinary achievement.”
 – Vesla Mae Weaver, Michael Bloomberg Distinguished Professor  
  of Political Science and Sociology, Johns Hopkins University

“This blockbuster book uses a rich, multi-method approach to examine the 
profound implications of federalism for American democracy. Due to the 
heterogeneity arising from giving policy responsibilities to state and local 
governments, the poor face extraordinarily varying levels of policy responsiveness 
and political incorporation, based on the lottery of where they happen to live. 
Everyone interested in poverty, inequality, and citizen participation should read 
this deeply creative and thought-provoking analysis.” 
 – Andrea Louise Campbell, Arthur and Ruth Sloan Professor of  
  Political Science, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

“Jamila Michener has given scholars and citizens a great gift. Fragmented Democracy 
is a tour de force of empirical political analysis that doubles as an unusually humane 
and incisive meditation on the troubled state of American citizenship. . . . 
Fragmented Democracy is a powerful work of critical, empirically grounded political 
analysis. It deserves to be widely read and discussed.” 
 – Joe Soss, Cowles Professor for the Study of Public Service,  
  University of Minnesota

“Jamila Michener has written a powerful, engaging and urgent book that shows, 
with devastating clarity, the effects of our federal system on the political equality 
of tens of millions of Americans, particularly the poor and African-Americans.” 
 – Lisa L. Miller, Professor of Political Science, Rutgers University

Photographer: Erik McGregor
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“With rich descriptions and rigorous analysis, Fix and Kassow 
utilize key death penalty, Establishment Clause, and gun control 
decisions to show that treatments of US Supreme Court precedent 
are complex, nuanced, and sometimes surprising. This exciting 
new work takes a fresh, innovative approach to understanding 
the development of legal policy, producing fascinating results 
and making a truly outstanding contribution to the scholarly 
literature.” 
 Melinda Gann Hall, Michigan State University

“Fix and Kassow have written a groundbreaking book traversing 
political science and legal scholarship. Anyone interested in how 
Supreme Court opinions operate on the ground will find the 
study provocative and illuminating. State supreme courts play a 
large role in implementing (or not) US Supreme Court decisions 
and the authors’ analysis of those state decisions makes a major 
contribution to the study of constitutional law.” 
 Eric J. Segall, Kathy and Lawrence Ashe Professor 
 of Law, Georgia State University

“The study of the US Supreme Court has been consumed by the 
quest for the Holy Grail of the public law field: precedent. Fix and 
Kassow are well on the trail. Their book is the most nuanced study 
of precedent and its influence on the relationship between state 
supreme courts and the US Supreme Court. The authors examine 
engaging cases involving the death penalty, freedom of religion, 
and the Second Amendment. Their study plows new theoretical 
ground and suggests a path for the continuing quest.” 
 Richard L. Pacelle, Jr., University of Tennessee

M I C H A E L  P. F I X  is an Associate Professor Department of 
Political Science at Georgia State University. 

B E N J A M I N  J. K A S S O W  is an Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Political Science and Public Administration at the 
University of North Dakota. 
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US Supreme Court 
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In 1969, political scientist Jack Walker published “The Diffusion 
of Innovations among the American States” in the American 
Political Science Review. “Walker 1969” has since become a 
cornerstone of political science, packed with ideas, conjectures, 
and suggestions that spawned multiple lines of research 
in multiple fields. In good Kuhnian fashion, Walker 1969 is 
important less for the answers it provides than for the questions 
it raises, inspiring generations of political scientists to use the 
political, institutional, and policy differences among the states 
to understand policymaking better. Walker 1969 is the rock on 
which the modern subfield of state politics scholarship was 
built, in addition to inspiring copious research into federalism, 
comparative politics, and international relations. This Element 
documents the deep and extensive impact of Walker 1969 
on the study of policymaking in the US states. In the process, 
it organizes and analyzes that literature, demonstrating its 
progress and promise.

About the Series
The Cambridge Elements Series in 
American Politics publishes authoritative 
contributions on American politics. 
Emphasizing works that address big, 
topical questions within the American 
political landscape, the series is open to 
all branches of the subfield and actively 
welcomes works that bridge subject 
domains.

Series Editor
Frances E. Lee
Princeton University

American Politics

ISSN 2515-1606 (online)
ISSN 2515-1592 (print)

The Study of US  
State Policy Diffusion
What Hath Walker 
Wrought?

Christopher Z. Mooney

Cover image: Nik Merkulov/Shutterstock

A L L A N  C O L B E R N
S .  K A R T H I C K  R A M A K R I S H N A N

A New Framework for State Rights 
in the United States
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“Citizenship Reimagined is an extraordinarily important and timely book. Colbern 
and Ramakrishnan provide us crucial insights about how democratic membership 
is governed at the state level in this era of partisan and ideological polarization. 
This is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand how the politics of 
race, ethnicity, and immigration are shaped by American federalism.” 
 – Daniel J. Tichenor, University of Oregon 

“US states have always played a pivotal but poorly-understood role in creating 
and enforcing the country’s immigration policies. Citizenship Reimagined sheds 
light on this process, revealing how states identify and exploit their power to 
shape the political status of non-citizens. Amid a crowded field, Colbern and 
Ramakrishnan have given immigration and federalism scholars a rich array of 
concepts, history, and up-to-the-moment empirical research that will propel both 
fields forward in important new directions. This book is an essential resource.” 
 – Elizabeth F. Cohen, Syracuse University

“Demonstrating that US states restrict or expand rights in cases ranging from civil 
rights for African Americans to women’s suffrage to immigrant rights today, this 
book convincingly illuminates the multilevel nature of citizenship and the crucial 
role of state-level advocacy. California’s dramatic transformation from regressive 
to progressive policies coupled with opposite moves elsewhere highlight the 
enduring tension between state and national citizenship.” 
 – Willem Maas, York University

 “This provocative and important volume challenges us to rethink both theory and 
practice. Reframing citizenship in terms of five dimensions of rights and access, 
the authors stress how states can use (and have used) progressive federalism to 
expand belonging and opportunity. Offering a special focus on California’s recent 
pioneering efforts to promote immigrant integration, the authors chart a path for 
the development of policies and models that can be scaled to the national stage. 
Carefully researched, convincingly argued, and remarkably well-written, this is 
a must-read for immigration scholars and for those concerned with how social 
movements can leverage local power for broader change.” 
 – Manuel Pastor, USC Dornsife
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Local Citizenship in a Global Age
Stahl
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“Drawing from political theory, social science, and law, Local Citizenship in 
a Global Age provides an in-depth account of the evolving role of cities, the 
tension between community and mobility, and the complex nature of citizenship 
in our era. This is an important book for anyone interested in local government.”

RICHARD BRIFFAULT, Columbia University School of Law, and author of State 
and Local Government Law

“A refreshing take on citizenship and the many ways that it is constructed. 
Challenging the traditional focus on nation-states, Stahl presents a convincing 
account of how membership and belonging at the local level have shaped,  
and continue to shape, our understanding of what it means to be a citizen.  
A powerful antidote for our divided times.”

RICK SU, University of North Carolina School of Law

“In a moment of fundamental disagreement between cities that embrace global 
interconnection and nations bent on the impossible task of walling themselves 
off, Ken Stahl has given us the definitive word on the nature of modern 
citizenship. Local Citizenship in a Global Age is a clarion call to reinvent what 
belonging and equality can mean from the bottom up.”

NESTOR M. DAVIDSON, Albert A. Walsh Professor of Real Estate, Land Use,  
and Property Law, Fordham University School of Law

“An extraordinarily timely and important book that makes us re-think the 
nature of citizenship. Stahl is thoughtful and careful, and his ideas are wildly 
provocative.”

CHRISTOPHER SERKIN, Vanderbilt Law School, and author of The Law of 
Property

KENNETH A. STAHL is a Professor of Law and Director of the Environmental, 
Land Use, and Real Estate Law certificate program at Chapman University  
Dale E. Fowler School of Law.

Local Citızenship 
in a Global Age

Kenneth A. Stahl
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THE LATEST FROM   
GREGORY SHAFFER 
Victorious after World War II and the 
Cold War, the United States and its allies 
largely wrote the rules for international 
trade and investment. Yet, by 2020, it was 
the United States that became the great 
disrupter – disenchanted with the rules' 
constraints. Paradoxically, China, India, 
Brazil, and other emerging economies 
became stakeholders in and, at times, 
defenders of economic globalization and 
the rules regulating it. Emerging Powers 
and the World Trading System explains 
how this came to be and addresses the 
micropolitics of trade law – what has 
been developing under the surface of the 
business of trade through the practice of 
law, which has broad macro implications.

“A superb analysis of the crisis in the legal 
order governing world trade.”
MARTIN WOLF, FINANCIAL TIMES

“If you want to understand the past and 
the future of the transnational legal 
order for trade, read this book!”
JENNIFER HILLMAN, SENIOR FELLOW AT THE 

COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

“Eloquently illuminates a complex but 
vital subject – the law's power to shape 
a more inclusive model of transnational 
trade.”
ROBERTO AZEVÊDO, FORMER DIRECTOR-

GENERAL OF THE WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION 

Visit  
CAMBRIDGE.ORG/ 
EMERGINGPOWERS  
FOR MORE INFO
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American Politics

� e Cambridge Elements in American Politics series 

publishes authoritative contributions on American politics. 

� is series emphasizes works that address big, topical 

questions within the American political landscape.

Edited by Frances E. Lee
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State Politics & Policy Quarterly

State Politics & Policy Quarterly (SPPQ), peer-reviewed and published quarterly, is the premier State Politics & Policy Quarterly (SPPQ), peer-reviewed and published quarterly, is the premier State Politics & Policy Quarterly
publication outlet for original research on state politics and policy. � e o�  cial publication of the 
State Politics and Policy Section of the American Political Science Association, SPPQ publishes 
high quality academic studies that develop and test general hypotheses of political behavior and 
policymaking, exploiting the unique advantages of the states.

Manuscript submission
All submissions to SPPQ should be made online through ScholarOne at <https://mc.manuscriptcentral.
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