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Bernard Ashmole, CBE, MC, MA, BLitt, FBA, 1894-1988

Bernard Ashmole died on 25 February 1988 in his ninety-fourth year. He was one of the
most distinguished classical archaeologists of his generation, not himseclf an excavator but
bringing a perceptive mind, deep learning, a fine acsthetic judgment and a great deal of
common sensc to the interpretation of Greek and Roman sculpture.

His long and unusually varied career was punctuated by two World Wars. In the first he
served with the rrth Royal IFusiliers, was severely wounded on the Somme and won the
Military Cross.

Returning to Oxford, he held the Craven Fellowship in 1920, and began a long

association with the British Schools in both Athens and Rome. He was admitted as a
Student in Athens in both the 1920—21 and 192122 sessions, but spent most of the winter
of the latter year in Rome, where he contributed a number of entries to the Catalogue of
Sculptures in the Palazzo dei Conservatori, edited by H. Stuart Jones. From 1923 to 1925 he was
Assistant Keeper of Coins at the Ashmolean Museum, of whose founder he was a
collateral descendant. He returned to the British School at Rome as Director in 1925 and
stayed until 1928. His combination of scholarship with aesthetic sensitivity was particu-
larly appropriate in a mixed community of archacologists, artists and architects. In 1929
he returned to England on appointment as Yates Professor of Classical Archaeology at
University College London. He later commissioned one of the architects {from the School
at Rome to build a house with a Y-shaped plan in a commanding position in the Chilterns.
Controversial at the time as the first concrete-frame house in England, it is now a listed
building. Here too Ashmole demonstrated his practical approach to problems: faced with
a huge estimate from the local Water Board for filling the swimming pool, he had a well
dug instead.

In 1929 his first major independent publication appeared, a Calalogue of the Marbles al Ince
Blundell Hall, which remains a model archaeological cataloguc of an ecighteenth-century
collection of classical sculpture. In the same year he collaborated with Beazley and D.S.
Robertson in a broadsheet that was to have a lasting influence on the British Museum’s
galleries: Suggestions for a New Exhibition of the Sculptures of the Parthenon proposed that the
sculptures should be displayed in isolation, unencumbered by the plaster casts, photo-
graphs and models that had been for so many years so conspicuous a feature of the Elgin
Room. The present exhibition in the British Muscum’s Duveen Gallery embodies these
proposals. It was in preparation for the new exhibition in 1949 that unauthorized
over-cleaning of some of the sculptures brought the British Museum and some of its
Officers under public attack from the sculptor Epstein and others. Heads rolled, and in
the aftermath it was Ashmole whom the Trustees of the British Museum appointed as
Keeper of Greek and Roman Antiquities to restore public confidence. For several years he
emulated Sir Charles Newton by holding the Keepership and the Yates chair simultane-

ously.
Before long, war service again interrupted his career. He served in the Royal Air Force
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from 1940 to 1945, helping to organise the allied evacuation from Greece, when he made
practical use of his knowledge of Greek topography, and later in serving in Egypt and the
cast. He was mentioned in dispatches twice and was awarded the Hellenic Flying Cross.

After the war he returned to the Museum to begin the rebuilding of the bomb-damaged
galleries and the re-installation of the collections. In 1948 he gave up the Yates chair but
remained at the Museum until 1956, when he was elected to succeed his old friend Sir
John Beazley, CH, as Lincoln Professor of Art and Archaeology at Oxford. As well as
teaching he was able to continue museum work by planning the arrangement of the Cast
Gallery and by supervising the cleaning and placing of the casts. His Fellowship at
Lincoln College dated from his election to the Lincoln chair and was held until 1980,
having been exceptionally renewed when he retired from the chair in 1961. From 1961 to
1963 he was the first Geddes-Harrower Professor of Art and Archacology at the University
of Aberdeen and in 1964 he was Visiting Professor of Archacology at Yale.

His achievements were recognised in many ways, both at home and abroad: Honorary
Membership of the Archaeological Institute of America (1940), CBE (1957), Honorary
FRIBA, Honorary LL.D. at Aberdeen (1968), Honorary Fellow of the Archaeological Society
of Athens (1978), the British Academy’s Kenyon Medal (1979) and the Cassano Medal
from Taranto (1980). In 1980 he was elected an Honorary Fellow of Lincoln, having also
been an Honorary Fellow of his old college, Hertford, since 1961 and of Umvcrsuw College
London since 1974.

His long membership of the Managing Committee of the School began with his election
in the 1931-32 session and ended only in 1984, when he had also been a Trustee of the
School for some fifty years. In the spring of 1960 he was Visiting Fellow, and devoted much
time to the students. With characteristic modesty he spent most of Easter Sunday
morning with them, sharing the chore of turning the spit to roast the Easter lamb under
the supervision of the expert, the School’s gardener. His tenure of the Visiting Fellowship
was also memorable for expeditions combining archaeology and swimming on Aegina and
at Rhamnous, the latter involving a seven-kilometre walk in each direction between the
site and the nearest bus terminus. He always kept himself fit, and remarked after his
retirement to Peebles, where the Tweed bisects the Green, that had he been thirty years
younger he would have taken up fishing.

He had a reputation, not entirely deserved, for having published relatively little. He
belonged to the generation that did not weigh scholarly achievement by avoirdupois, and
he did not waste words. Indeed his preferred medium was the lecture, and we are
fortunate that so many of his lectures, full of stimulating idcas and new insights, found
their way into print. He gave the British Academy’s Itahan Lecture in 1957 on Cyriac of
Ancona, the first J. L. Myres Memorial Lecture at Oxford in 1961 on Forgeries of Ancient
Sculpture: Creation and Detection; he was Rhind Lecturer in 1952 and Norton Lecturer of the
Archaeological Institute of America in 1963. His Louise Taft Semple lectures, given at the
University of Cincinnati in 1963, were published in 1964 (The Classical Ideal in Greek
Sculpture), and the Wrightsman Lectures he gave in New York in 1967 were published as
Architect and Sculptor in Classical Greece in 1g72. The interrelationship between sculpture and
architecture was also cxplored in Olympia: the Sculptures of the Temple of Zeus (1967), where he
and N. Yalouris amicably presented somewhat different views within the samc covers,
separated only by Alison Frantz’s superb photographs.

Ashmole himself was no mean photographer. His work may bhe seen not only in Eugenie
Strong’s catalogue of the Melchett collection and Rhys Carpenter’s book on the
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sculptured parapet of the Nike Temple but also in countless photographs in the Ashmole
Archive at King’s College London, the nucleus of which is constituted by his own
negatives.

Elegant, witty, charming and ever courteous, Ashmole had an inner warmth that spread
beyond his own family to embrace colleagues and pupils. In them he inspired admiration,
loyalty and affection. He is much missed.

https://doi.org/10.1017/50068245400020840 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0068245400020840

© The Managing Committee, British School of Archaeology at Athens 1989

Produced by Alan Sutton Publishing,
30 Brunswick Road, Gloucester

Printed in Great Britain

https://doi.org/10.1017/50068245400020840 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0068245400020840

BRITISH SCHOOL AT ATHENS

31—34 GORDON SQUARE
LONDON, WCGIH OPY

ANNUAL OF THE BRITISH SCHOOL AT ATHENS: The following are in print, available from the above
address (postage extra):-

Volume 53/54 (1958/9) £15.00 Volume 73 (1978) £20.00
Volume 60 (1965) £15.00 Volume 74 (1979) £30.00
Volume 61 (1966) £15.00 Volume 75 (1980) £30.00
Volume 61 (1966) £15.00 - Volume 75 (1980) £30.00
Volume 62 (1967) £15.00 Volume 76 (1981) £30.00
Volume 63 (1968) £15.00 Volume 77 (1982) £40.00
Volume 64 (1969) £15.00 Volume 78 (1983) £40.00
Volume 65 (1970) £15.00 Volume 79 (1984) £40.00
Volume 66 (1971) £15.00 Volume 8o (1985) £45.00
Volume 67 (1972) £15.00 Volume 81 (1986) £45.00
Volume 68 (1973) £15.00 Volume 82 (1987) £45.00
Volume 69 (1974) £16.00 Volume 83 (1988) £45.00
Volume 70 (1975) £20.00 Index To Volumes 33-48 £1.50
Volume 71 (1976) £20.00 Index To Volumes 4968 £7.50
Volume 72 (1977) £20.00

Volumes 1—40 of the ANNUAL and Index To Volumes 1—32 have been reprinted, available from: Kraus
Reprints, Millwood, New York 10546, USA.

SUPPLEMENTARY VOLUMES as follows available from Thames & Hudson Ltd., 44 Clockhouse
Road, Farnborough, Hants GU14 7RA.

No. 3 The Technique of Greek Sculpture (Adam, 1966) ’ £20.00
No. 4 Tocra 1963-5: The Archaic Deposits I (Boardman and Hayes, 1966 £25.00
No. 5 Saliagos: Neolithic Settlement (Evans and Renfrew, 1968) £25.00
No. 6 Chios: Greek Emporio (Boardman, 1967) £25.00
No. v Myrtos: Early Bronze Age Settlement (Warren, 1972) £25.00
No. 8 Knossos: The Sanctuary of Demeter (Coldstream, 1973) £16.00
No. 10 Tocra: The Archaic Deposits 11, and Later Deposits (Boardman and Hayes, £25.00

1974)
No. 11 Lefkandi I: The Iron Age (Popham, Sackett and Themelis) —

Plates (1979) £27.00

Text (1980) £46.00
No. 12 Excavations at Mycenae 1939-1955 (ed French, 1980) £27.00
No. 13 The Bronze Age Palace at Knossos: Plan and Sections (Hodd and Taylor, £14.00

1981)
No. 14 An Archacological Survey of the Knossos Arca (Hood and Smyth, 1981) £19.00
No. 15 Prehistoric Emporio and Ayio Gala I (Hood, 1981) £70.00
No. 16 Prehistoric Emporio and Ayio Gala 11 (Hood, 1982) £62.50
No. 17 The Minoan Unexplored Mansion at Knossos (Popham)

Plates (1984) £45.00

Text (1985) £95.00
No. 18 The Archacology of Cult: The Shrine at Phylakopi (Renfrew, 1985) £35.00
No. 19 The British School at Athens: The First Hundred Years (Waterhouse, 1986)  £18.00
No. 20 Byzantine Emporio: Excavations in Chios 1952-55 (Ballance, Boardman, £28.00

Corbett and Hood, 1989)

ARCHAEOLOGICAL REPORTS: Back issues are available from the British School at Athens,
31-34 Gordon Square, London WC1 oPY, price £5.00 per copy, plus postage.

https://doi.org/10.1017/50068245400020840 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0068245400020840

THE BRITISH SCHOOL AT ATHENS

Patron HRH Tue Prince Puivip, Duke oF EpinsurcH, KG, KT, GBE

Director

Dr HW. Carrine, OBE, MA, DPhil, FSA, Joint Editor of the Annual
Managing Committee 1988-89

Professor J.N. CorpstrREAM, MA,| FBA, FSA, Chairman & Trustee
Professor R.M. Cook, MA, FBA, Trustee

Professor J. BoarpMaN, MA, FBA, FSA, Trustee

HBM AMBASSADOR at ATHENS, Vice-President

Sir CLirrorD NorTON, KCMG, CVO, MA, Vice-President

A.H.S. Mecaw, Esq., CBE, MA, FSA, Vice-President

Dr M.F.B. Frrcu, CBE, DLitt, Hon. FBA, FSA, Vice-President

Sir PEREGRINE RuobpEs, KCMG, Vice-President

Dr J.J. Courton, MA, PhD, Appointed by the University of Oxford

Dr J.F. Caerry, MA, PhD, Appointed by the University of Cambridge
Dr A.W. Jounston, MA, DPhil, Appointed by the University of London
Dr R.L.N. BarBER, MA, PhD, Appointed by the University of Edinburgh
Revd Professor W. Meany, MA, PhD, DD, Appointed by the National University of Ireland
Professor F.G.B. MiLLar, MA, DPhil, FBA, Appointed by the British Academy
B.F. Cook, Esq., MA, FSA, Appointed by the British Museum

Professor R.A. TomLinsoN, MA, FSA, Joint Editor of the Annual

Dr C.B. Meg, MA, PhD

Professor P.M. Warren, MA, PhD, FSA

Dr E.B. FrencH, MA, PhD, FSA

M.S.F. Hoop, Esq., MA, FBA, FSA

R.R. Croca, Esq., MA

Dr K.A. WarprLE, MA, PhD

Dr L. RopLey, MA, PhD

Professor J.J. WiLkes, MA, PhD, FBA ) FSA

Representatives of the Students

Miss L. EbwARrDES-EVANS, BA
Miss G. Ince, BA

Secretary: Mrs S.E. WavyweLL, BA, PhD, 31-34 Gordon Square, London WC1H oPY
Treasurer: C.R.G. STEVENS, Esq., Woodgate, South Munstead Lane, Godalming, Surrey GU8 4AG

https://doi.org/10.1017/50068245400020840 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0068245400020840

I2.

I3.
14.

15.

16.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

PaMELA ARMSTRONG. Some Byzantine and Later Settlements in Eastern
Phokis (Plates 1—11)

R.H.J. Asuton. Knossos Royal Road South 1971 and 1972 excavations: The
Coins (Plate 12) . . . )

R.L.N. Bareer and O. Hapjianastasiou. Mikre Vigla: a Bronze Age
Settlement on Naxos (Plates 13—34) . . . . . . .

ELmvor BEvan. Waterbirds and the Olympian Gods

H.W. CarLing. A Late Bronze Age House- or Sanctuary-model from The
Menelaion, Sparta (Plate 35)

R.W.V. CarLine and R.E. JonEs. Protogeometric Vases from Amorgos in the
Museum of the British School (Plate 46)

RW.V. CarLing and D.G.J. SuipLEY. Messapian Zeus: An Early sixth-
century inscribed cup from Lakonia (Plate 57) . . . .

J.H. CrouweL. Another Mycenaean Pictorial Vase Fragment from Berbati

(Plate 38)

O HapjianasTasiou. Some hints of Naxian External Connections in the
earlier Late Bronze Age (Plates 39—40)

A W. JounstoN and ANGELIKI ANDRIOMENOU. A geometric graffito from Eretria
(Plate 41)

Mark LEHRER and Davip TurNERr. The Making of an Homeric Archaeologist:
Schliemann’s Diary of 1868

A. Mazarakis-AINIaN. Late Bronze Age Apsidal and Oval Buildings in
Greece and adjacent areas (Plate 42a) . . i . . . .

Lina G. MENDONI. More inscriptions from Keos (Plates 42b—43)

RoBiN OsBorNE. A crisis in Archacological History? The seventh century BC
in Attica (Plate 44)

OrLca Paracia. A classical variant of the Corinth/Mocenigo goddess:
Demeter/Kore or Athena (Plates 45—47)

Orca Paracia and Davip Lewrs. The Ephebes of Erechtheis 333/2 BC and
their dedication (Plates 48—49) . . . .

D.H. TarriNg and W.S5. DownNEY. Archaeomagnetic study of the Latc Minoan
Kiln 2, stratigraphical museum extension Knossos

R.A. TomLiNsON. A photograph of ()lympla in the Alma Tadema Collection
(Plates 50—51) . . . . .

https://doi.org/10.1017/50068245400020840 Published online by Cambridge University Press

49

63
163

171

177

201
205
217
221

269
289

297

323

333

345

353


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0068245400020840

19. Lucia VaeNETTI. A Sardinian Askos from Crete (Plate 52) . . . . 355
20. Mary WaLBANK. Pausanias, Octavia and Temple E at Corinth . . . 361

21. MicuaeL WaLBaNK. T'wo Attic Masons of the late 4th century BC . . 395

Preliminary reports of Field work and Excavations in 1988

22.  G.E. Ince, TH. Koukouuss et al. Paliochora, Kythera (Plates 53-55) . . . 407
23.  A. MaceILLIVRAY ¢f al. Palaikastro (Plates 56-67) . . . . . . 417
24. K.A. WaARDLE, Assiros Toumba (Plates 68—71) . . . ) . . 447

https://doi.org/10.1017/50068245400020840 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0068245400020840



