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Most anthropologists can name, among their colleagues, a few whom they 
esteem much as a fisherman esteems his favorite pool. To a true fisherman, this 
means more than the catching of fish, although his time-tested conviction that 
there are fish in his pool — rare, distinguished fish, not to be found elsewhere — 
is an element which draws him to its banks again and again. But what also draws 
him is a quality of the pool itself — an honesty, perhaps, in the way it meets what­
ever he brings to it in his fishing. A man can wade such a pool all day, not make 
a catch, and go home happy. 

Stanley Stubbs was like that: a pool of rare knowledge of many things in the 
American Southwest, but also something more, something in context which gave 
warmth to fact and stubborn halt to error as he saw them, and which transcended 
mere discussion of data. At his death — of a heart attack, at his home in Santa Fe 
on November 22, 1959 — the same tribute was paid him by professionals and ama­
teurs alike, writing from all parts of the country. It was all that any man could wish 
for: equally to be honored for what he had given, mourned for the loss of what he 
no longer could give, and remembered with sincere liking and respect for what 
he was. 

Stanley A. Stubbs was born in Albuquerque, June 10, 1906. In 1931, after grad­
uation with a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of New Mexico the 
previous year, he joined the staff of the new Laboratory of Anthropology, in Santa Fe, 
as a field archaeologist. He was to remain with the Laboratory for 28 years, the 
whole of his professional life. 
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Dirt archaeology was his first love. He came 
to know his native state well, from the time 
of his earliest surveys storing up its geography, 
geology, and surface evidence of prehistoric oc­
cupation in a memory later to be most useful to 
less peripatetic investigators. In particular, he 
learned its prehistoric ceramics, and in later 
years was on continuous call as local or consult­
ing inter-areal judge, in this still incompletely 
adjudicated field. 

He became Curator of the Laboratory in 1938, 
and upon the institution's merger with the Mu­
seum of New Mexico in 1947, he was named 
Research Associate. In 1950, Sylvanus Morley 
appointed him Museum Associate in Charge of 
Anthropology. In a reorganized Division of An­
thropology, he became Curator of Collections in 
1959. 

With W. S. Sailings, Jr., in 1933, he ex­
cavated Pindi Pueblo, near Santa Fe — a land­
mark in the definition of many temporal traits 
of the area. He did pioneer work in the Gober-
nador, and near Alamogordo and in the Sacra-
mentos, and later excavated near Albuquerque, 
in the Tesuque Valley, at Pecos, and at several 
historic sites in Santa Fe. Last year he worked 
two early Spanish mission ruins, at Quarai and 
Tabira, and at the time of his death was looking 
forward to more work at Pecos, this summer, 
to help follow up a lead of Kidder's. 

But his interests, and special knowledge, ex­
tended far beyond the limits of archaeology. 
In its early years, the Laboratory was a true 
clearing-house of studies of Southwestern Indian 
culture — material, social, and esoteric — and 
Stubbs was at the center of them all. Every 
visiting and resident specialist was his tutor, 
knowingly or not, and he later pursued studies, 
on his own, which no-one else yet had touched. 
Word about him spread (fishers are great 
talkers), and increasingly, to his cluttered desk 
in the Laboratory, both experts and laymen be­
gan bringing their problems on matters ranging 
from kachinas to kiva patterns, pottery temper 
to modern turquoise rings, putative bayeta to 
impossible cord-marked sherds. Always, he gave 
ungrudgingly of his own time to this work of 
others, translating it in terms of work to be done, 
reports to be written, validities to be established 
— no matter by whom. His own publishing re­
cord suffered, in consequence. But the list of 
articles and major reports by others which 

acknowledge trie use of "information obtained 
from Stanley A. Stubbs" would fill a good-
sized volume. 

He leaves his wife, Florence (Crile); a daugh­
ter, Mary Lou (Mrs. William J. Ross); and three 
grandchildren. He also leaves a lasting warmth 
in the memories of his many friends, the mark 
of his worth in the records of his profession, 
and the Southwest's past and present a bit better 
understood, by everyone, for his having been 
there and having been the sort of man he was. 
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