
of the Roman Empire with an eccentric Christian theology and practice. Under
part two, item VI, “The exegetical purpose of Adomnán’s De Locis Sanctis”
(a major work of the late seventh century from the famous abbot of Iona),
and item IX, “The plan of the New Jerusalem in the Book of Armagh” (a
manuscript produced in 807), reveal a vibrant and sophisticated intellectual
culture of exegesis, in touch and in dialogue with European Christendom.

Other articles in part one deal with problems of chronology, for example
when did Methuselah die? in item II; the tradition of Adam’s burial at
Hebron in item III; and the western Fathers’ interpretation of the story of the
woman taken in adultery in item IV. Part two contains essays on Julian of
Toledo’s Antikeimenon (item V); Eucherius of Lyons’s formula for exegesis
(item VII); and biblical contradictions Eriugena’s Periphyseon (item VIII).
Part three offers examinations on the medieval view of the Song of Songs
(why is it included in Scriptures?) in item XII and the image of the gates of
Hell in the writings of Gregory the Great, Isidore of Seville, and Adomnán
of Iona (item XIII). Item XIV looks at number symbolism and its
transmission in the so-called “dark ages,” that period in the Latin West
“between the death of Boethius (AD 525) and the Carolingian renaissance.”
The final essay, “Individual Anonymity and Collective Identity: The Enigma
of Early Medieval Latin Theologians,” nicely concludes the volume, as an
exegesis in itself on the (largely) anonymous theologians of those “dark
ages,” their activity and their purpose, and why they were (largely) unstudied.

The Variorum series itself presents some problems in publication: there is no
sequential pagination; the articles are reproduced as they were first published,
with their original pagination. This means that all the typos and copy errors are
also reproduced, and some articles appear less sharp and clear in reproduction
(which does little to justify the price). Nevertheless, for the scholar of medieval
biblical exegesis and especially for the student, this collection can be a valuable
resource.

Dorothy Ann Bray
McGill University
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Avignon and its Papacy, 1309–1417: Popes, Institutions, and
Society. By Joëlle Rollo-Koster. Lanham, Md.: Rowman and
Littlefield, 2016. xiv + 314 pp. $75.00 cloth.

Joëlle Rollo-Koster, an eminent specialist of medieval Avignon and its papacy,
has successfully managed to compress the history of the seven Avignon popes

840 CHURCH HISTORY

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0009640716000950 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0009640716000950


in their complex political and religious environment into just over three
hundred pages. One of the stars of this study is the city of Avignon itself,
which Rollo-Koster brings to vibrant life, especially in chapter five, based
almost entirely on her own archival research.
After a very useful overview of previous scholarship, the first three chapters

offer a chronological account of the three phases of the Avignon papacy, each
section highlighting particular controversies. In “Early Popes,” Rollo-Koster
elucidates why Clement V (1305–1314) moved to Avignon after the
spectacular conflict between the French King Philip the Fair and Pope
Boniface VIII that led to the latter’s death in 1303 and the brief reign of
Benedict XI. Rome had become a “precarious” (29) place with constant civil
strife, which made the special status of Provence, under the control of
Naples’s Angevin kings, and its proximity to Vienne and its Council, a
logical choice for a new papal residence. Clement’s pontificate was marked
by the persecution of the Templars and, among other issues, attempts to rein
in lay religious movements such as the beguines. How a holy woman like
Marguerite Porete fits into these schemes is not made clear by Rollo-Koster
in a fleeting reference on page 39. John XXII (1316–1334), an elderly,
extremely efficient workaholic in Rollo-Koster’s lively characterization, had
different priorities: the pacification of Italy, the conflict with Louis of
Bavaria, and the seemingly endless controversies about Franciscan poverty
and the Beatific Vision. In a section entitled “Satanic Beginnings” Rollo-
Koster also demonstrates that it was during John XXII’s reign that the
foundations for the later witch crazes and the Inquisition were laid: “John
upgraded magic to a powerful reality as dangerous and unorthodox dogma”
(47), motivated in part by a suspected assassination plot of the bishop of
Cahors, Hugues Géraud, aimed at the pope. Here, as in many other
instances, Rollo-Koster manages to frame more abstract ideas, such as
witchcraft or necromancy, by the reality of life in the dangerous fourteenth
century. The reign of the last of the “early popes,” Benedict XII (1334–
1342), who as Jacques Fournier was the protagonist of Emmanuel Le Roy
Ladurie’s pathbreaking study Montaillou, saw the beginnings of the Hundred
Years War and, important for any researcher interested in Avignon, the move
of the papal archives to that city (59). Throughout this section Rollo-Koster
provides background and frameworks (such as the political ideas of
Marsilius of Padua) that keep the Avignon papacy firmly anchored in its
political and social reality.
Chapter two (“Papal Monarchy”) covers Clement VI (1342–1352) and

Innocent VI (1352–1362). Clement VI was a great administrator and, as
Etienne Anheim has shown recently, an extremely cultured humanist (see
Clément VI au travail: Lire, écrire, prêcher au XIVe siècle, Paris:
Publications de la Sorbonne, 2014). Rollo-Koster provides brief analyses of
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the major conflicts and crises of his reign (Cola di Rienzo, Joanna of Naples,
Milan and Louis of Bavaria, the Hundred Years War, and the Black Death)
and emphasizes how the construction of the magnificent papal palace in
Avignon reshaped the image of the Avignon papacy. Innocent VI had his eye
on restoring peace in the Papal States and sent his legate Albornoz on
military missions into Italy. As a result, the idea of returning to Rome grew
more acceptable and the next two popes, Urban V (1362–1370) and Gregory
XI (1370–1378), both desired this return. Urban returned briefly in 1368 to
Rome where he met with the Byzantine emperor John V Palaeologus who
sought help against the ever-growing threat from the Turks and promised an
end of the East-West schism of the Church in return for military assistance
and protection. King Peter I of Lusignan of Cyprus and others not mentioned
here (such as the French diplomat and author Philippe de Mézières) also
approached the pope and a number of European rulers with projects for a
new crusade. Gregory XI, egged on by the holy women Birgitta of Sweden
and Catherine of Siena, finally returned to Rome in 1377, but died a year later.

In chapter four Rollo-Koster abandons her chronological approach and takes
us deep into the heart of the papal administration. What could be a dry account
actually turns out to be extremely engaging. The chapter traces the “growing
monetization of the Avignon papacy” (165) through the award of benefices
that generated taxes and the levying of huge fees for all sorts of services.
The enormous expenses of the papal court are detailed as well as the spy-
movie-worthy scenario of the bullatores in charge of sealing documents
filled with secret information: they were illiterate and “resided in an
undisclosed area” outside the papal palace (166).

Chapter five paints the portrait of the seven parishes of Avignon based on
Rollo-Koster’s extensive archival work. We learn about migration and
immigration, the treatment of the Jewish population, taxes, effects of the
plague, the distribution of various professions, executions, hygiene, and fires
—all the elements that shaped life in a medieval city. Rollo-Koster’s
research into the status of single women and especially prostitutes, who were
generally not stigmatized and sometimes even owned property, is enlightening.

The last chapter traces the origins and development of the Great Schism
(1378–1417). Rollo-Koster disentangles these complicated events and shows,
among many other things, how Gallicanism emerged from this conflict
(268). Rollo-Koster does not believe that the “common folk” cared about the
Schism, an opinion I obviously do not share since I tried to prove the
opposite in my recent work. Rollo-Koster’s analysis of a small sample of
testaments does show that there was a “liturgical democratization” (278), but
does not really tell us much about attitudes toward the Great Schism. A brief
account of pilgrimages and a quick nod to saintly figures engaged in Schism
polemics closes the chapter.
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Each chapter is followed by notes and an annotated bibliography appears at
the end, but there is no full alphabetical bibliography.
Inevitably in such a complex study some mistakes creep in: on page 43 the

emperor Henry VII dies in 1314 while on page 51 he correctly dies in 1313.
Innocent VI was still pope in 1350 when King John the Good visited
Avignon and therefore he did not meet Innocent’s “successor” there (115).
The poet Eustache Deschamps is rebaptized Gilles Deschamps on page 261.
All in all, Avignon and its Papacy is an impressive achievement, a lively and

accessible study that will undoubtedly become the standard work on the
Avignon papacy.

Renate Blumenfeld-Kosinski
University of Pittsburgh
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Reformations: The Early Modern World, 1450–1650. By Carlos
M.N. Eire. New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 2016. xx + 893
pp. $40.00 cloth.

As we approach the magic year of 2017, the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran
Reformation, we are entering a season of academic blockbusters. Publishers,
eager to capitalize on popular interest this anniversary will generate, have
commissioned leading scholars in the field to produce a series of high profile
studies ranging from Andrew Pettegree’s examination of Luther and the
media revolution to Lyndal Roper’s long awaited biography of the
Wittenberg monk. On this side of the Atlantic, Yale’s Carlos Eire has
produced an even more ambitious work. His new volume, Reformations,
offers the general reader an extensive but well-paced tour through the early
modern world. Eire constructs his narrative following two presuppositions.
The first is the centrality of religion. Religion, as Eire understands it, was a
broad phenomenon that affected a wide range of human activity, and as such
functioned as the “efficient cause” of Europe’s great transformation in the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The second is his use of the plural.
Following many historians today, Eire maintains that it is important to see
the religious changes of this period as a chain of interlocking Reformations.
No single reform movement of the era can be understood in isolation. With
these two principles as his starting point, Eire divides his study into four
major sections. He starts with the Renaissance and the late medieval church.
He then moves on to the Protestants working from Luther to Calvin before
concluding with a discussion of England, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland.
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