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Notes for Authors

International Journal of Tropical Insect Science is an international  
peer-reviewed journal that serves as a forum for original research 
findings on tropical insects and related arthropods, and their 
management, conservation and utilization. The Journal is published 
quarterly both in print and on the Internet. The subject areas 
encompassed by the Journal include: tropical agricultural pests; 
stored product pests; forest entomology and wood product pests; 
disease vectors; social insects; beneficial insects; commercial insects; 
arthropod–host and vector–parasite relationships; arthropod 
ecology and biodiversity; arthropod physiology, morphology, 
pathology, immunology and toxicology; arthropod taxonomy; 
population dynamics and genetics; arthropod molecular biology, 
biochemistry and biotechnology; behavioural and chemical ecology; 
economic entomology; biological control; host plant resistance; 
integrated pest and vector management; pesticide resistance and 
residue studies; ethnoentomology; socio-economics and technology 
transfer; and arthropod mass rearing and containment. International 
Journal of Tropical Insect Science is published by Cambridge 
University Press on behalf of icipe and is available to subscribers 
online at journals.cambridge.org/jti.

Styles of Paper
In addition to original research articles, short communications and 
scientific notes, the Journal also publishes mini-review articles, book 
reviews, new patents, announcements and reports of meetings, and 
obituaries of prominent scientists. Regular issues of the Journal 
often contain a review article on a critical or rapidly developing 
area of tropical insect science and which is normally submitted at 
the invitation of the Editors. Please see the Journal homepage for 
detailed Notes for Authors and checklist:  
journals.cambridge.org/jti. Papers (including abstracts) are 
published in English.

Technical and Nomenclature Standards
All measurements must be stated in SI units. All organisms should 
be identified by their Latin names, with taxonomic affiliation 
and authority indicated at first mention in the abstract and text. 
Common names should be stated where appropriate. (Consult 
the Entomological Society of America’s list.) Chemical substances 
should be described by their generic or common names and defined 
at least once in the paper by their IUPAC name. For editorial 
guidelines, consult a recent issue of this journal, or the Council 
of Biology Editors’ Scientific Style and Format: The CBE Manual for 
Authors, Editors, and Publishers, 6th Edition, 1994.

Manuscript Preparation
Title page. Include the article title and the full name(s) and 
address(es) of all authors, clearly indicating the author to whom 
correspondence should be addressed. The fax, telephone and  
e-mail contact of the corresponding author should also be  
provided. A running title up to a maximum of 50 characters should 
be indicated.
Abstract. This should be 250 words or less, in English, and include a 
brief statement of the objective of the study, the methodology used 
and the overall results and conclusions.
Keywords. List a maximum of 10 key subjects covered in the paper 
and including the scientific names of the major organisms studied, 
and any important chemical compounds.
References. The Harvard (author, date) referencing format must 
be followed. Referencing in text is in chronological order. The 
reference list should be in alphabetical order with full journal titles. 
Only articles that have been published or are ‘in press’ (accepted for 
publication) should be included. 

Examples:

Delobel A. G. L. (1983) Influence of temperature and host plant 
condition on preimaginal development and survival in the 
sorghum shootfly, Atherigona soccatta. Insect Science and Its 
Application 4, 327–335. 

Omoogun G. A. (1994) Design and construction of the Nitse trap. 
Insect Science and Its Application (In press). (The title of the 

journal/book must be stated in the reference list as well as the 
expected year of publication). 

Mengech A. N., Saxena K. N. and Gopalan H. N. B. (Eds) (1995) 
Integrated Pest Management in the Tropics: Current Status and 
Future Prospects. John Wiley & Sons, Chichester, New York, 
Brisbane, Toronto, Singapore. 172 pp. (Include the publisher’s 
name, city of publication and page numbers). 

Feldmann U. (1994) Some quality control parameters used in the 
rearing of tsetse flies, pp. 13–29. In Techniques of Insect Rearing for 
the Development of Integrated Pest and Vector Management Strategies 
Vol. 1. Proceedings of an International Group Training Course on 
Development of Integrated Pest and Vector Management Strategies. 
16 March–3 April 1992, icipe, Nairobi, Kenya (Edited by J. P. R. 
Ochieng’-Odero). icipe Science Press, Nairobi. (Include the sponsor 
of the conference, dates, city and publisher of the proceedings).

Short Communications
Authors are advised that a short communication reports on 
a significant piece of completed research that may be either a 
coherent component of an on-going research project that merits 
a special mention, or a publication of choice that is conveniently 
published in a short format. (It is not simply a note of preliminary 
results or a condensed version of a paper that is intended for an 
additional publication as a full paper.) Short communications are 
limited to about 5 journal pages including a maximum of 2 tables 
and/or figures and limited number of references (maximum 15). 
The text of the paper should not exceed 2000 words and the abstract 
not more than 200 words. The basic style and submission should 
follow the same guidelines as for a full publication. 

Scientific Notes
Authors are informed that a new category of submission is now 
possible, the Scientific Note. The Note can be used to announce an 
important observation or result in a minimal space, of maximum 2 
printed journal pages (800 words maximum), which may include 
one figure or table. The Note should emphasize the method or 
results with very limited introduction and discussion. For further 
information, contact the Editors.

Manuscript Submission
Manuscript. Papers submitted for publication should be typed 
(preferably in Microsoft Word) and double spaced (including 
abstracts, tables and figure legends) with 3 cm margins on right and 
left sides and printed in a legible font, e.g. Times. Tables and figures 
should be on separate sheets of paper to follow the references and 
not interspersed (embedded) in the text.
All pages of the manuscript should be numbered including the 
tables and figures.
Figures. Authors are encouraged to prepare and submit their 
graphics in desktop publishing software such as Adobe Illustrator 
(.eps), Adobe Photoshop (.tiff or .jpg), Excel (.xls), Powerpoint (.ppt) 
or PDF (.pdf).
Mailing. Authors without e-mail access can mail one hard copy 
of their manuscript and artwork by registered airmail or courier 
service, plus a CD containing their paper to the Secretariat.

The Editor-in-Chief, International Journal of Tropical Insect Science, 
PO Box 72913-00200, Nairobi, Kenya 
Fax: +254-(20)-8632001/2

Copyright
Papers are accepted on the understanding that the work has been 
submitted exclusively to the journal and has not been previously 
published. Authors will be supplied with a copyright form, which 
must be completed and returned to the publisher. Papers will 
not be published until the signed copyright disclaimer has been 
received.

Offprints
The corresponding author will receive a PDF of their paper. 
Authors will also have the opportunity to purchase paper offprints 
at proof stage.
For a more detailed ‘Notes for Authors’ please visit 
journals.cambridge.org/jti.
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Main cover image: An adult edible cricket and Africa map  
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(Orthoptera: Stenopelmatidae) is a special food for people living  
in the mostly dry southeastern districts of Zimbabwe.
Smaller images: Courtesy of G. Goergen, IITA.
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