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The study that we have undertaken of HD 698 essentially provides:

1) a new determination of the orbital elements of the system on the basis of the available
ground-based observations of Struve and Rudkjobing (1948), Sahade (1967) and Hutchings and
Bernard (1978);

2) an analysis of four IUE images of the star, two secured in the high resolution mode and two
secured with low resolution, that cover the wavelength range 1165-3230 A.

The ultraviolet observations:

a) suggest that the primary component of the system is a B5 III-II star;

b) show that, even in the ultraviolet, we are dealing with a single-lined binary;

c) confirm the presence of an extended circumbinary envelope in the system;

d) suggest the presence of non-thermal sources in the system;

e) suggest that the extended envelope must start expanding at a certain distance from the star
and begins to decelerate somewhere between the layer where He II 1640 is formed and the layer
where the resonance doublet of Si IV originates, reaching, at the boundary, velocity values similar
to those of the interstellar medium.

The paper in full will be published elsewhere.
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