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hloxsl~un,-.Je viens tle lire le C'on~pte-~,entl l~ de  11ro11 onvrage stlr le 
Gllcz(,l des I'robuhiLite:< d a ~ ~ s  votre estinlable revrxe ilf(~tiio,~uticccl Gazette. 
Je lis h la virlgt-1111itikn1e l i g ~ ~ e  : L ' A t  p;tge 427 t l ~ e r e  is a slight misprint, 
Aa't for kazt?,." A 1 ; ~  I);Lge ir1dic~r16e I I ~  fignrr 1)as l'expressioi~ $14. Ceci 
&'a coirdttit h pelrser clue le rctlac.teor ftrisait sans dotrte allusion 5 lit 
IXLBP 426 e t  qu'il ~r'cu cornprer~ait p t s  le sells. 

Si In vitessc 6tait ~) roI jor t~ion~~r l lc  a11 temps i, le n~o~l\-enrerrt serait un  
~nonvement i~cc616l.6 ordiui~il.e, le 11asard ~~ ' i t n ra i t  srlr loi :nlcurle illflnence. 

Le prohl8111c trait6 11. ,128 est :~lr;~logue anx prol)li'n~es classiql~es tles 
l)r0bal)i l i t6~ (formales cte Moivre, Iinr~l;tce, Poissort, ), c'cat pottrcluoi je 
f:tis renrarclller h la page 489 clue je u'ai pas h insister s11r les coi1s6qnences 
,tlu rGsultat, elles sent trot) simples. 

De mEn~e, :tn No. GO8 (p. 431) les 6c;~rts ~ l e  situatiolr sont ;~roportionnels 
h la pr~issni~ce 2 tlrl t,e~nps pnrccqt~~ils d6per1tli:nt dl1 Iri~sitrd; s'ils lie d6- 
pend:lient pas tlu l~asartl  ils croitraient colllnre le Z e  pnissurce d a  telnps, ce 
serait le probli.n~e classiqr~e iln n~ouvernt:l~t accLl6r6. 

UII rBsrcn16 tle cette tlrCor.ie den "probitbilit6s d>-nnmiqnes" a par11 en 
Novemhre, 1910, tlalrs les (:oiilptes reml~ts tlc I'llccrrJdnic ties ~ 'YcL~ i~ces .  
Un antre r8sum6, beaucoup ~ ) l t ~ s  6t(x11du (une cjl~:~ntr~tailre de pages) est  en  
cours de pr~blication dans los rl./z?~al(~,s s(:si,/tt~jig/rc,s tie I'ekole . i ~ o ~ n ~ u l e  
sic~,ei.ie~~re. J 'ai  profess6 a pll~sieurs reprises 1;t tll6orie des probabiliths 
tlynanliqrres dans le colcrs libre qne jc professe h la I''acnlt6 tles Sciences de  
I r i s .  Clette tl16orie est illon tanvre excl~~sivenreut personrrelle, conlme aussi 
vrre partie consid4ral)le de  cc que contirut rrror~ ocvrage. 

Veuillez :igri.er, A lo~~s ieu r  le Ilirccteur, nles salutations tr&s tlistirrgn6es, 
L. EACHELIER. 

120 Rue Xlicltel dnge ,  Par is  16. 

[Dr. Bacl~elier is quite correct ill sayinv tllat tlre fo rn~u la  in question, pa r t  
of the  ilrvestigntion conlntenci~ig at p. 4z7, occurs olr 11. 438. Tile statement 
i s  : " L a  pl.obabilit6 pony clue la vitesse soit v a I'6poque t est 

".: 
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'dit 
-- clv " . 
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n is  defined thus : "accl.16r:ttion ou accroissetlle~lt de  vitesse n pendant chaque 
616n1ent tle terrrps." 

It is obvioc~s tha t  t he  exponent of r is of wrong dimensions. The point is, 
however, really not very serious, for i t  is in effect one of notation only. 
Calling T the  elernent of titlie, the  result depends on the  limitirlg value of 
2 n a V  (in relation to  tha t  of 2rar=v) wlien n and r tend to  infinity, and T 
tends to  zero. I t  is, however, fronl the point of view of numerical applica- 
tiolls, nufortrulate t h a t  several of the forn1nl;e given by 111.. Bacl~elier are 
open to  a sirnilar objection. I l~ii l ted a t  this in rrlg review. C .  S. J.] 

SrR,-Tlle fo l lowi~~g  riddle may st111 be of interest : 
To fifty-six and Irundreds six 
The ellief of letters adtl- 
I ie  bridged a pip to 11elp the  sap 
And  drive the  dullard rllad. 

I fear, however, tllat in this iconoclastic age the  reference will soon 
become uni~~tell igible.  Wllen I first made up and set  this riddle (a t  tlre 
.end of a problem paper), I said I was parodying Arcl~bisllop Wllately's 
fanlous and unsolved : 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

"To five and live aritl forty-five 
Tlre first of letters atltl, 
To fi~ltl a tliiug tha t  killed a king 
iZ11cl drove a wise iilai~ nrad " ; 

alrd I was stlrprise(1 to be told afterwartls by oue of 111y hearers tha t  Ire was 
k t  q ~ ~ e a t - g r ; t t ~ t I s o ~ ~  of the  Archhislrop. 

IJuite u i r i~~te l~t ioual ly  I was respo~rsible for anot11c.r cruions coiucidencc~. 
The first t i r ~ ~ e  1 set  the  qr~estiolr : 

" W r i t i t ~ g  ill 1864, Professor de illorgall said 11e xvas .A: years old in the 
year .c2 ~ . r ) .  W l r e ~ ~  xvas lie born !" 

Sever:~l of tlrose w l ~ o  did tfrr q11estiori to111 rile t h a t  they would be .r years 
oltl in the yeill 9 -Yours  truly, F. W Don~rs. 

t'.S.-1 nu1 rrlr;tble tu verify t l ~ r  11u111l)ers given ill Archbishop Whatrly 's  
riddle ; 1)nt I believe L :In1 r ight  ill saying Ire iiever disclosetl tlre mswer .  
Pertial~s sotne of your readers wi l l  tliro\l- light up011 it. 

THE LIBRARY 

TIIE Lihl.i~r,y IYAS ~ I O W  a liot~ie ill the  1.00111s of the Teaclrers' Cil~ild, 74 (:oxv\.er 
Street, M7.C. A cittitlogrre has been issued to 111e1r1ber.s co~rtailrii~g the  list 
of books, etc., helorrging to  the  Associ;ttion ~ L I I ~  the reglllatiolls 1111(1e1. wl~icl. 
they 111ay be i~ispected or Imrrowetl. 

'l'l~e Libfitria11 will glaclly receive alld ackt~owletlge ill tile G'crzette ally 
dol~:ltioii uf ancieiit or ~l~oclerli works 011 rilathematical subjects. 

~ 

Wsntetl by pnrcliase o r  exc1r:tnge : 
1 or 2 copies of G'c~zette No. 2 (very i m p o r t a ~ ~ t ) .  
2 or :3 copies of An~lunl  Report No. I I (very import ,~nt) .  
1 or 2 ,, > >  Nos. 10, 12 (very iniporti t~~t) .  
1 copy 97  Nos. 1, 2. 

p. 115, line 14 ; jbior ' hcr ' iorr,rctl ' bnt.' 
1). 121, line 5 np ; clel i fc  ' t o  ' ; for ' author' read ' author's.' 
1'. 123, line 1!J ; J ~ T  ' red ' vi,trcZ ' I~end.' 
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