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D e a r Col leagues , 
Lad ie s a n d G e n t l e m e n : 

O n behal f of t h e H u n g a r i a n A c a d e m y of Sciences a n d of t h e H u n g a r i a n N a t i o n a l 

C o m m i t t e e of t h e I A U I ex tend a m o s t co rd ia l we lcome t o y o u . 
S y m p o s i u m 35 is t h e first I A U m e e t i n g which is held in H u n g a r y . I express s incere 

t h a n k s t o C o m m i s s i o n s 10 a n d 12 for h a v i n g given o u r A c a d e m y t h e h o n o u r t o h o u s e it. 
I t h a n k all of y o u for h a v i n g c o m e t o B u d a p e s t t o a t t e n d t h e s y m p o s i u m . W e never 

h a d before in H u n g a r y a g a t h e r i n g of so m a n y d i s t ingu ished a s t r o n o m e r s a n d geo-
physic is ts . 

Special t h a n k s a re d u e t o P ro fesso r K i e p e n h e u e r for his c o n t i n u o u s he lp t o t h e 
Loca l Organ i z ing C o m m i t t e e w i th h i s g rea t exper ience a n d va luab l e advices . I n 
J a n u a r y he m a d e a n ex t r a t rave l t o B u d a p e s t t o t a lk over wi th us every deta i l of t h e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , a n d even n o w n o t h i n g escapes his a t t e n t i o n . 

I n recen t yea r s by t h e he lp of o u r A c a d e m y we m a d e efforts t o m o d e r n i z e o u r 
a s t r o n o m i c a l obse rva to r i e s , a n d a s a first s tep we have bui l t a n e w m o u n t a i n - s t a t i o n 
120 k m n o r t h e a s t of B u d a p e s t . T h i s w a s especial ly necessary because t h e K o n k o l y 
O b s e r v a t o r y a t its o ld p lace o n t h e Szabadsaghegy n e a r B u d a p e s t suffered very m u c h 
f rom t h e s m o k e a n d i l l u m i n a t i o n of t h e ci ty. Till n o w we h a v e ins ta l led a 90 /60-cm 
S c h m i d t t e lescope wi th object ive p r i sms a n d a 50-cm C a s s e g r a i n te lescope wi th a 
t w o - c h a n n e l p o l a r i m e t e r . I h o p e t o o b t a i n la ter a t e lescope w i th a n a p e r t u r e of \ \ m . 
T h e next s tep will be t h e m o d e r n i z a t i o n of t h e So la r Phys ics O b s e r v a t o r y a t D e b r e c e n . 

I n t he last issue of t h e I r ish A s t r o n o m i c a l J o u r n a l o n e c a n r e a d a p o e m which is a n 
ingen ious s u m m a r y of t h e p r o b l e m s of so lar physics , h a v i n g t h e t i t le ' A Sola r Phys i ­
c is t ' s L a m e n t ' . I wish y o u t o get r id of s o m e l a m e n t s a t t h i s s y m p o s i u m . B u t na tu ra l ly , 
w i th t h e last w o r d s of t h e p o e m 

I t l o o k s as if m a n y a s u n n y d a y 
Wil l p a s s a l o n g o n its w a y 
Before we solve it all . 

I very m u c h h o p e y o u will h a v e a p l ea san t s tay in H u n g a r y a n d a n exci t ing sym­
p o s i u m . 

N o w , I dec la re I A U S y m p o s i u m 35 o n the S t ruc tu re a n d D e v e l o p m e n t of So la r 
Act ive Reg ions o p e n a n d I call o n D r . L e i g h t o n to t a k e t h e cha i r . 
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