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Cover. Excavation trench in the Karnak temple complex reaching the earliest occupation phases at the Ptah temple site and providing a 
fi rst, securely dated stratigraphic sequence. This new evidence increases our understanding of the origins and development of this famous 
ancient Egyptian temple complex. The Great Hypostyle hall of the Amun temple and the Obelisk of Queen Hatshepsout can be seen in 
the background. Photograph taken in 2016 by G. Charloux, © CNRS-Ptah Temple Archaeological Project. For further details, see ‘The 
shifting Nile and the origins and development of ancient Karnak’ in this issue by Guillaume Charloux, Mona A. Abady Mahmoud, 
Ahmed M.S. Elnasseh & Marchand Sylvie.
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