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Wiley Blackwell 
 

CONTEMPORARY MORAL AND SOCIAL ISSUES: 
An Introduction Through Original Fiction, Discussion, and Readings 

 

By Thomas D. Davis 
 

Author of Philosophy: An Introduction Through Original Fiction, Discussion, and Readings 
 
Contemporary Moral and Social Issues is a uniquely entertaining 
introduction that brings ethical thought to life. It makes innovative 
use of engaging, topically oriented original short fiction, together 
with classic and influential readings and editorial discussion as a 
means of helping students think philosophically about ethical theory 
and practical ethical problems. The stories include: 
 

 “The Trainers,” where it turns out an alien race that saved humans 
from extinction is now raising those humans for food, using the 
same justifications we use with animals;  

 
 “People of the Underground,” where people holding out against 

the genetically engineered “Clenes” make the preservation of 
“true humanity” seem of dubious value;  

 
 “The River,” where a Westerner in an isolated outpost is faced 

with a steady stream of people who will die unless he makes 
Peter-Singer-style sacrifices to save them; and  

 
 “The Divided States of America,” a satire in which the mid-

twentieth-century United States is dividing up into four separate 
countries based on caricature versions of liberalism, conservatism, 
libertarianism and socialism. 

 
“THOMAS DAVIS’S BOOK IS AN ABSOLUTE JOY TO READ. His original fiction 
flows seamlessly into the philosophical discussions, masterfully guiding the 
study of ethics to where it really matters: life.”  
—Mark D. White, Professor and Chair, Department of Philosophy, College 
of Staten Island/CUNY 
 
“DAVIS HAS WRITTEN A FANTASTIC INTRODUCTION TO ETHICS TEXT. His 
unique blend of original fiction, clear analysis, and engaging primary 
sources provides a sure-fire way to get students talking and thinking about 
some of today’s most pressing moral issues.” 
—Matt Lawrence, Long Beach City College 
 
 
 
 https://doi.org/10.1017/apa.2014.32 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/apa.2014.32


 
 
 

Journal of the

Appearing quarterly in print and online, the Journal of the 
American Philosophical Association provides a platform 
for original work in all areas of philosophy, publishing 
papers on topics that draw from and appeal to diverse 
philosophical constituencies and traditions.  
 
The editorial team is particularly keen to encourage papers 
on topics in traditionally under-represented subfields.

Why submit to the Journal?

•  A unique opportunity to participate in the birth of a 
preeminent philosophy journal publishing  
ground-breaking work from across the discipline 
on behalf of the world’s largest and most influential 
philosophical society 

•  Commitment to a quick turnaround for submissions and 
timely publication of accepted papers 

•  State-of-the-art online hosting on Cambridge Journals 
Online 

•  High quality print production with copies of the first 
volume mailed to every member of the APA, ensuring 
particularly high exposure

Call for 
Submissions

Editor in Chief: John Heil,  
Washington University in St Louis

Read the instructions for contributors: 
journals.cambridge.org/apa-ifc 

Submit your article:  
journals.cambridge.org/apa-submit

https://doi.org/10.1017/apa.2014.32 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/apa.2014.32


Appearing quarterly in print and online, the Journal of the American Philosophical 
Association provides a platform for original work in all areas of philosophy. The Journal 
aims to publish compelling papers written in a way that can be appreciated by philosophers 
of every persuasion, to review papers quickly and fairly, encouraging succinct, constructive 
reports, and to publish papers online within eight weeks of acceptance.

About the American Philosophical Association

With more than 9,000 members, the American Philosophical Association (APA) is one of the 
largest philosophical societies in the world. Founded in 1900, the APA promotes the discipline 
and profession of philosophy, both within the academy and in the public arena. The APA 
supports the professional development of philosophers at all levels and works to foster greater 
understanding and appreciation of the value of philosophical inquiry. The APA is based at the 
University of Delaware. For more information, visit http://www.apaonline.org.

editor

John Heil (University of Washington in St Louis)

associate editors

Helen Beebee (University of Manchester)
Mario De Caro (University of Rome)
Miranda Fricker (University of Sheffi eld)
Peter Graham (University of California, Riverside)
Brad Hooker (University of Reading)
Susan Sauvé Meyer (University of Pennsylvania)
David Rasmussen (Boston College)
Tad Schmaltz (University of Michigan)

advisory editors

Robert Audi (University of Notre Dame)
Ruth Chang (Rutgers University)
Daniel Garber (Princeton University)
Robert Gooding-Williams (University of Chicago)
Verity Harte (Yale University)
Sara Heinämaa (University of Helsinki)
Frank Jackson (Australian National University)
Pauline Kleingeld (University of Groningen)
Dominic McIver Lopes (University of British Columbia)
Frederick Neuhouser (Barnard College, Columbia University)
Kwong-loi Shun (University of California, Berkeley)
Susanna Siegel (Harvard University)
Elliott Sober (University of Wisconsin)
Eleonore Stump (St Louis University)
Ken Taylor (Stanford University)
Manuel Vargas (University of San Francisco)
Timothy Williamson (University of Oxford)
David Wong (Duke University)
Alison Wylie (University of Washington)

Submission of Manuscripts

All submissions to the Journal of the American Philosophical Association must be made 
through the Journal’s online submission site: http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/j-apa 

General enquiries may be sent to the Editor, Professor John Heil.
Email: jh@wustl.edu 

Instructions for contributors can be found at: http://journals.cambridge.org/apa

Institutional Subscription Rates

Journal of the American Philosophical Association (ISSN 2053-4477) is published four 
times a year in Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter. Annual institutional electronic-only 
subscription rate (2015) is US$484 in the United States, Canada, and Mexico, UK£303 
elsewhere. Annual institutional print-and-electronic subscription rate (2015) is US$552 
in the United States, Canada, and Mexico, UK£347 elsewhere. Periodicals postage rate 
paid at New York, NY and additional mailing offi ces. EU subscribers (outside the UK) 
who are not registered for VAT should add VAT at their country’s rate. VAT-registered 
customers should provide their VAT registration number. Japanese prices for institutions 
(including ASP delivery) are available from Kinokuniya Company Ltd., P.O. Box 55, 
Chitose, Tokyo 156, Japan. All prices include delivery by air where appropriate.

Orders, which must be accompanied by payment, may be sent to a bookseller, 
subscription agent or direct to the publisher: Cambridge University Press, Shaftesbury 
Road, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK; or in the USA, Canada and Mexico: Cambridge 
University Press, Journals Fulfi llment Department, 100 Brook Hill Drive, West Nyack, 
New York 10994-2133, USA.

Individual members of the American Philosophical Association (APA) receive the 
Journal as part of their membership. For information on the APA, its activities and on 
becoming a member, please visit: http://www.apaonline.org/ 

Copying

Permission to copy (for users in the U.S.A.) is available from Copyright Clearance 
Center http://www.copyright.com, email: info@copyright.com. Organizations 
authorized by the Copyright Licensing Agency may also copy material subject to the 
usual conditions. For all other use, permission should be sought from Cambridge or 
from the North American Branch of Cambridge University Press.

This journal has been printed on FSC-certifi ed paper and cover board. FSC is an 
independent, non-governmental, non-for-profi t organization established to promote the 
responsible management of the world’s forests. Please see www.fsc.org for information.

© American Philosophical Association, 2015

Journal of the American Philosophical Association 

20534477_1-1.indd   220534477_1-1.indd   2 3/20/15   5:13 PM3/20/15   5:13 PM

https://doi.org/10.1017/apa.2014.32 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/apa.2014.32


Cambridge Journals Online
For further information about this journal 
please go to the journal web site at:
journals.cambridge.org/apa

V
O

LU
M

E
 1

 . IS
S

U
E

 1
 . S

P
R

IN
G

 2
0

1
5

VOLUME 1

ISSUE 1

SPRING 2015

ISSN 2053-4477

Jo
u

rn
al o

f th
e

 A
m

e
rican

 Ph
ilo

so
p

h
ical A

sso
ciatio

n
 

 
 
 

Journal of the 

CONTENTS

ARTICLES

Editorial 1
John Heil

David Lewis, Donald C. Williams, and the History of Metaphysics in the  3
Twentieth Century
A. R. J. Fisher

Aristotle’s Physics: A Physicist’s Look 23
Carlo Rovelli

Transitional Anger 41
Martha C. Nussbaum

Intuition and Its Place in Ethics 57
Robert Audi

On Humean Explanation and Practical Normativity 78
Graham Hubbs

‘Humeanism’ 96
Galen Strawson

On Spinoza’s ‘Free Man’ 103
Steven Nadler

Against Nietzsche’s ‘Theory’ of the Drives 121
Tom Stern

Debunking Biased Thinkers (Including Ourselves) 141
Nathan Ballantyne

The Priority Principle 163
Andrew M. Bailey

Heidegger and the Human Difference 175
Chad Engelland

volume 1 | issue 1 |  2015

Journal of the 

American American 
PhilosophicalPhilosophical
AssociationAssociation

20534477_1-1.indd   120534477_1-1.indd   1 3/20/15   5:13 PM3/20/15   5:13 PM

https://doi.org/10.1017/apa.2014.32 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/apa.2014.32


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 400
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




