
and thus included or dismissed, as needed, within each chapter’s focus. I also wondered how the
inclusion of ethnographic information may have further enriched or nuanced the analysis (e.g.
when Romans had dead bodies decomposing in the atrium, how might that compare with the
experiences of modern/recent societies who keep the recently dead close by?).

A nal consideration is that of scope: the textual references are quite disparate in chronology
and geography (including both Plautus and Apuleius), whereas the material evidence comes
almost entirely from rst-century Pompeii and Herculaneum. Nods to Rome or other sites are
few. Although the limits of this dataset are mentioned in the rst chapter, the challenges of
generalising from this time and place to all Romans warrants further discussion. There are
perhaps two different audiences for this book: rst, the classicist looking to learn about
multisensory studies; second, the Roman archaeologist looking to explore the house in a new
way. The former might appreciate the detailed background on debates about the Roman house
(i.e. public vs private). The latter would probably have preferred additional multisensory
interpretations. So much has been written on the urban and domestic world of Pompeii that one
wishes P. assumed a greater degree of prior knowledge on the part of the reader and expended
less time on previous studies. But it may well be impossible to please both audiences. These
criticisms do not detract, however, from the innovations of specic chapters, nor from the
project as a whole. Using this book as a model, it would be interesting to see someone take a
similar approach to other Greco-Roman contexts in a book-length study, for example a
multisensory approach to temples or sanctuaries.

Laura M. BanducciCarleton University
laura.banducci@carleton.ca
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MARK A. LOCICERO, LIQUID FOOTPRINTS: WATER, URBANISM, AND SUSTAINABILITY
IN ROMANOSTIA. Leiden: Leiden University Press, 2020. Pp. 381, illus. ISBN 9789087283230.
€64.50.

This is an interesting and useful work that presents a study of the water features of Ostia focusing
specically on the analysis of the archaeological remains within three insulae of the city: insula III,
i, insula IV, ii and insula V, ii. The water-related infrastructures are categorised into supply
features, usage features and drainage features. They are also divided into four chronological
periods connected with what are considered to be four key periods of hydraulic changes within
the archaeological record of the city: from the fourth century B.C.E. to c. 50 C.E. (initial settlement
to the use of the aqueduct), 50–200 C.E. (with increasing demand for water), 200–300 C.E. (urban
development) and 300–600 C.E. (Late Antiquity).

The bulk of the book consists of chs 3–5 detailing the archaeological remains of the water features
within the selected insulae including drains, sewers, wells, channels, fountains, latrines and other
structures and buildings. The research element of the study consisted principally of a survey of
standing structures combined with excavated and published material. The various components of
the water infrastructure are described in considerable detail, and well documented, but this does
have the effect of dominating the study with less space available for analysis. It might be that
some of this detail could have worked better within a gazetteer, leaving more space in the text for
analysis and discussion. The level of detail of the descriptions also limits the study to just three
insulae and so a wider analysis of the city is not possible. That said, the descriptions of the
features provide a valuable source of information that can also be used as a platform through
which further studies can be built on, both within Ostia and in other settlements. Each feature is
also listed at the back of the book within a useful appendix summarising the data.

A key part of the book, and which provides the book’s title, is the analysis of the material through
the framework of the Water Footprint. Each insula is analysed according to its Water Footprint for
each of the four time periods of the study. The Footprint allows a holistic approach bringing together
the different types of water infrastructure with an analysis of system resilience, cultural factors and
issues connected with nature including ooding, urban health and urban waste. After the
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introductory ch. 1, ch. 2 examines the framework of the Water Footprint together with a wider look
at theoretical and methodological issues connected with the study of water and the relationship
between urbanism and water. The chapter outlines the methodology and framework well, but it
could be more developed in terms of the theoretical aspects of the study of water. The author sets
the origins of the Footprint model within the context of concerns in the 1980s and 1990s over
water sustainability and quantication. The mid-1990s saw the creation of the Ecological
Footprint model to examine water as a global resource. The Water Footprint model developed in
the 2000s to categorise and quantify different types of water according to origins and usage
within urban and other settings. The model was criticised for its systems approach, and neglect of
local environmental and social factors, and L. explains that the City Blueprint model, proposed by
Dutch researchers, arose in response for a stronger integration of urban hydraulic systems with
environmental and socio-economic factors.

The author critiques the Footprint model, and discusses alternatives, but utilises the term for his
study. He does address the relationship of urban water with environmental and cultural factors, but
this part of the work tends to be fairly limited, as is any quantication of water use. It would have
been good to have seen more development of the theoretical issues discussed in ch. 2. I wonder
whether the author could have built on the discussion of different frameworks by proposing his
own, to provide a better t with what he is trying to achieve.

The study of each insula ends with a diachronic analysis comparing the water features over each
chronological period. Ch. 6 then presents a wider diachronic discussion comparing the four periods
across all three insulae. The aim is to analyse how access to, and usage of, water developed and
changed across the settlement over time as well as the integration of cultural and environmental
factors. The study demonstrates well how the investigation of water can bring the settlement to
life through the analysis of the various buildings and activities associated with them. It is here that
a consideration of the quantication of water usage, as part of the Footprint model, would have
been useful too.

Ch. 7 concludes the study with a short summary and consideration of future directions. The book
is useful in demonstrating the benets of the analysis of urban water from a more methodological and
theoretically advanced perspective and, as the conclusion suggests, there is considerable potential to
develop this analysis further and compare with other settlements in the Roman world. The detailed
descriptions of the water features within the three insulae are necessary, but they do perhaps limit the
extent to which the analysis and discussion could be developed further. The book, however,
demonstrates well that this is an exciting area of study with many possibilities for developing the
archaeological analysis of urban water in the future.
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SARAH LEVIN-RICHARDSON, THE BROTHEL OF POMPEII: SEX, CLASS, AND GENDER
AT THE MARGINS OF ROMAN SOCIETY. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2019.
Pp xix + 243, illus., plans. ISBN 9781108496872. £75.00.

First excavated in 1862, the purpose-built brothel of Pompeii has become, as Sarah
Levin-Richardson calls it, the ‘scholarly touchstone’ for all other potential brothels in the
Greco-Roman world. Despite this, L.’s book is the rst to offer a holistic study of the structure,
presenting not only a wealth of evidence but also new interpretations of the brothel and
prostitution more generally based explicitly on the nds, rather than preconceptions based on
modern ideas of sex work. As she sets out clearly in the introduction, previous scholarship has
ascribed many attributes to the keeping of brothels and practice of prostitution in antiquity that
have no parallel in any other time or place in history, which in and of itself is problematic.
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