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JOHN PETOCHILD,formerly Physician
Superintendent, St Nicholas Hospital,
Newcastle Upon Tyne

John Child was born in London on 29 March 1908.
He was educated at Marlborough College and
Lincoln College, Oxford where he rowed for the
college. He completed his medical training at StThomas' Hospital, London, qualifying BM, BCh in
1933.It was John's intention to become a physician.
With this in view he held several medical posts while
studying for the M RCP. At the suggestion of the late
Professor Alexander Kennedy, he took a locum post
at West Park Hospital as this would allow him time
for studying. John enjoyed the work so much that he
decided to make psychiatry his career. He achieved
the MRCP in 1936 and the DPM (London) in 1937.He then moved as "a second" to Banstead Hospital
where he met Margot, his wife-to-be. In May 1940
hejoined the RAMC and after various short postings
in England, Northern Ireland, and Wales, he was
posted to India where he stayed until demobilisation
at the end of 1945. After further appointments in
the LCC mental hospitals he was appointedsuperintendent at St Nicholas' Hospital in 1948.

St Nicholas' is set in a prime residential area of the
city, but not far from the university and the major
general hospitals, the Newcastle General Hospital
and the principal university teaching hospital at that
time, the Royal Victoria Infirmary. John was quick
to take advantage of the administrative changes
which came with the introduction of the NHS. He
quickly established professional and social relation
ships with colleagues in other specialties and built
up excellent surgical and medical services to StNicholas'. In the mid 1950s major psycho-surgery
was regularly performed at the hospital. John
provided a ward service and weekly out-patient
session at the General Hospital. He always provided
an excellent service to the local general practitionersand encouraged joint consultations at patient's
homes before domiciliary visits were remunerated.
At his instigation courses for GPs and clerics wereregularly held at St Nicholas'.

As the University Department of Psychological
Medicine expanded, first under the late Professor
Kennedy and later Professor Sir Martin Roth, St
Nicholas became very involved in the teaching of

undergraduates, the training of post-graduates as
well as research. John welcomed and played his part
in all of these activities. He held the honorary post of
Clinical Lecturer and took part with Ball and Kiloh
in the early trials of imipramine.

As was the tradition of the time, John and his
family resided in the hospital grounds for many
years. They always played an active part in the social
life of the hospital and rarely missed an event
involving staff and patients. They remained active
members of the League of Friends up to the time ofJohn's death.

His colleagues were aware that John was not
happy to retire from work, but were surprised when,
soon after retirement, he announced he was to
become a partner in a local general practice. He
worked there for three years, then did many short-
term GP locums before ultimately retiring at 76.

Margot and John had many interests including
gardening, travelling, the theatre and art. For manyyears they were members of the Newcastle People's
Theatre and the Laing Art Gallery. They made many
lasting friends.

He died after a relatively short illness on 29 April,
1991 and is survived by Margot and their three sons,
Hubert, David, and Peter.

COLINPROTHEROE

DAYANANDNAIDOO,Visiting Professor of
Psychiatry, University of Beijing, China

Dayanand Naidoo died on 25 August 1991 in Tibet.
He was cremated in Lahasa and his ashes immersed
in the upper reaches of the Holy Brahmaputra River
which joins the River Gunga in Bengal, the sacred
river for Hindus - a resting place bcfiting one so
proud of his Indian ancestry and so knowledgeable
of Indian philosophies.

Having graduated from Glasgow University, he
set out for a career in paediatrics but soon moved
into general medicine. In 1948 he became attracted
to psychiatry and a year later joined the Maudsley
Hospital as Registrar. Appointed Lecturer at the
Institute of Psychiatry in 1952, he then became
Senior Lecturer in the Neuropathology under
Professor Alfred Meyer. It was during this period
that he was awarded his PhD (Lond) for work in
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'Neuropathology in relation to Mental Disease'
(1954). The following year he spent as a Nuffield
Fellow; first in the United States, at Columbia,
then Yale and then in Stockholm with Professor
Casparsson, moving in 1958 to Canada to become
Director of Clinical Research at the University of
Toronto.

He returned to England in 1964 to practise his
greatest interest - that of clinical psychiatry. I met
him when he worked at Cane Hill Hospital and found
him a stimulating teacher and an astute clinician.

Despite bouts of serious illness and slowly deterio
rating health until his death in August last year, he
travelled extensively as a visiting Fellow Adviser on
Psychiatric Education in India and Australia, and as
Consultant in Psychological Medicine in Riyadh Al
Kharj Hospital, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Latterly he had spent some time in China where he
was visiting Professor of Psychiatry in Beijing. He
had a wide range of intellectual interests, particularly
philology and oriental philosophy. He was a gifted
linguist with a remarkable ear for the prosodie
features of languages which included four tone
Mandarin Chinese. He had been learning Tibetan
prior to his visit to that country where he died,
succumbing to altitude sickness.

He was a quick-witted man with a sharp incisive
mind and great ability to grasp essentials. His clarity
of thought and command of language made him a
fine teacher and a redoubtable adversary in debate.
He did not suffer fools gladly but was always ready
with advice and help.

He was very attached to his family and much
involved with them. Daya was very proud of his wife,
Sandhya-in particular of her work with children
with specific language impairment and also for the
fact that she is a descendant of Professor Sir J. C.
Basu, the eminent Indian biologist. He is survived by
his wife, two daughters, one a child psychiatrist and
the other a general practitioner as is his son. There
are five grandchildren.

Those of us who had the privilege of his friendship
and kindred spiritual leanings are filled with a deep
sense of loss at his passing.

RAGHUGAIND

HLGH BERNARDGRAHAMTHOMAS,Lately
Consultant Psychiatrist to the MiddlewoodHospital,
Sheffield

Hugh Bernard Graham Thomas, FRCPsych, died on
31 October 1991 aged 62 after a long illness. He
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was intellectually well endowed. He spoke French
and Spanish and was well versed in cybernetics, in
formation and decision theory and in mathematical
psychology.He was the Robert Styring Scholar at Queen's
College Oxford and was awarded the Goldsmith
Entrance Scholarship at UCH. He worked at the
SalpÃªtriÃ¨reas an MRC exchange scholar with the
Centre de Langues, and later at the Cambridge
Psychological Laboratory where he was engaged on
the psychology of arithmetic calculations. From
1967 to 1970 he was Chief of the Schizophrenia
Research Unit at the Illinois State Psychiatric Unit
in Chicago. He returned to England in 1972 for
personal reasons and was elected a Lecturer in
Psychiatry at Sheffield. In 1976 he was appointed a
Consultant to the Middlewood Hospital Sheffield.

Hugh was an engaging individual with striking
trenchancy and a love of good things as diverse as
wine, fishing, cooking, country shows and Mozart.
He was an entertaining, amusing and enterprising
companion. He also wrote excellent poetry, e.g.
"... How to combine giving with earning a living;
compassion with my great passion: chemistry,medicine and the mind".

He leaves a daughter, Emma.
F. A. JENNER

The deaths of the following have also been reported:

THOMASJOHNNEVILLEBATES,formerly Consultant
Psychiatrist, Mapperley Hospital, Nottingham.

JOHNATHERTONCAMERON,Consultant Psychiatrist;
The Old Vicarage, Chilaton, Lifton, Devon.

NIGEL GAVIN MANFRED DUNNETT, Consultant
Psychiatrist. Redcliffe Centre for Community
Psychiatry, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire.

WALTERFABISCH,retired, formerly 154 Harrow
Road, Wollaton Park. Nottingham.

MARGARETHALLAS, formerly Consultant Psychiatrist, St James's University Hospital, Leeds.
GEORGEKERR. formerly Consultant Psychiatrist;

Rosehill, Dovenby, Cockermouth, Cumbria.
JOHN PAUL MELLON, Consultant Psychiatrist,

Strathmartine Hospital. Dundee. Scotland.
FRANCISEDWARDPILKINGTON,Emeritus Consult

ant, South West Regional Hospital Board.
HILARYMARTIN ADRIANSOUTHWELLSTANDISH-

BARRY,Consultant Psychiatrist, Epsom District
Hospital, Epsom, Surrey.

BERNARDLIONELMARCUSTURNER,formerly Senior
Medical Officer. Brixton Prison.
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