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In this book, Eve Afifa Kheir delves into the relationship between sociopolitical
identity and codeswitching. Kheir examines the complex language situation in
Israel and focuses on the phenomenon of codeswitching among the Israel Arab
and Druze communities. The complex language situation partly arises out of the
Arab-Israeli conflict and the dominance of Israeli-Hebrew and the increasingly pe-
ripheral position of Arabic.

The book is composed offive chapters. The first chapter is an introductory part that
walks readers through the detailed background information concerning different def-
initions, theories, and models of codeswitching. Kheir also gives a brief introduction
to the distribution ofArabic speaking populations andwhether theArabs andDruze in
Israel identify with their identity as Israeli Arab and Israeli Druze. In the second
chapter, guided by the Matrix Language Turnover Hypothesis, the author considers
codeswitching, with Arabic as the matrix language, as the classic type used by
Israeli Arab citizens. And codeswitching with Arabic and Hebrew together setting
the morphosyntactic frame is seen as the composite codeswitching adopted by
Druze speakers. Moreover, this composite codeswitching can result in a mixed lan-
guage, which is labelled as Israbic in this book. The third chapter tests Israbic
against a mixed language model and compares Israbic to other mixed languages in
the world. It is found that Israbic displays a composite structure in entire components
of its morphosyntactic frame and resembles most a northernAustralian languageGur-
indji Kriol in its development and structure. The fourth chapter is dedicated to the re-
lationship between codeswitching and sociopolitical identity among three sectors:
Christians, Muslims, and Druze. The author introduces a theoretical model called
The Identity Code Model (ICM) that would facilitate the analysis of codeswitching
as an index and construct of sociopolitical identity. According to the ICM, the
social and political identificationwith the state culturewould lead to composite codes-
witching. Both qualitative and quantitative methods, along with the application of the
ICM, have been used to reveal different codeswitching behaviors, which are closely
related to speakers’ sociopolitical identity and attitude towards the dominant culture.
In the concluding chapter, Kheir compares the language of Israeli Druze and the
Druze of the Golan Heights, who moved from Syrian to Israeli control following
the Six-Day War in 1967. This chapter explores how ‘sandwiched’ communities
between two dichotomous sides, with the former adopting the Israeli national con-
sciousness and the latter Syrian nationalism, display varying degrees of affiliation
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with the dominant culture through different codeswitching styles. The Druze of the
Golan Heights who maintain Arabic as the matrix language would sometimes
violate the assimilation rule in Hebrew, but the Israeli Druze prefer the composite lan-
guage formation to achieve coalition-building.

Drawing insights from intersubjective contact linguistics, this book explores Pal-
estinian Arabic and Israeli Hebrew codeswitching in under-researched Arabic com-
munities, and by applying the ICM model in conflict language settings, the book
insightfully reveals how language behaviors, culture, belonging, and sociopolitical
identity are closely connected through the linguistic behaviors of codeswitching,
which signal as well as construct sociopolitical identities.
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Histories and descriptions of Scots typically begin by broaching a sociolinguistic
definition of this rather unique language variety (unique, at least, as a ‘dialect’ of
English). Millar’s approach to this question in the first chapter of this book sets it
apart from many others on the same topic; he provides clear examples for concepts
such as dialect continuum, often with engaging personal anecdotes, yet is discern-
ing of the inherently ideological nature of defining a ‘language’. A framework for
conceptualising Scots is offered via Kloss’s concepts of Abstand and Ausbau,
which are useful for understanding the intractable relationship between Scots and
English. A detailed linguistic ecology follows.

Prior to a formal linguistic description, Millar delves into the historical and so-
cietal forces that have produced the ‘dialectalization’ of Scots. A genealogy from
proto-Indo-European to Middle Scots (chapter 2) precedes a sociolinguistic
history, with lexical and some phonetic detail, from the Romans to eighteenth-
century anglicisation (chapter 3). Several popular beliefs about Scots are chal-
lenged—for example, Millar argues that ‘the boundary between [Scots and
Gaelic has been] less geographical than social’. Chapter 4 continues this history,
assessing whether the mainstream perception of political and linguistic ‘decline’
in Scotland is a fair one. The consequences of important events, such as the
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