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PATRICK J. RYAN

IMALE: YORUBA PARTICIPATION
IN THE MUSLIM TRADITION

Harvard Dissertations in Religion, 11

Half or more of the Yoruba in southwestern Nigeria identify
themselves as Muslim. Although Islam ideally does not foster a
clergy, in West Africa and among the Yoruba in particular, historical
and cultural forces have contributed to the creation of a clerical
class. After a survey of the background of the development of such a
clergy, this study focuses on the variety of expressions of clerical
piety that coexist in contemporary Yorubaland.
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