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State, Sovereignty,
and the People:

A Comparison of the “Rule of Law"” in China and India

By Jonathan K. Ocko and David Gilmartin

This groundbreaking article uses a focus on the rule of law to raise

comparative questions about the construction of sovereignty and

rights in China and India, within the larger global processes that

shaped the 19th and 20th centuries. These questions include:

* How did the rule of law help to define the principles on which
the Indian and Chinese states rested?

» How did this concept define these states' relationships to the
societies they ruled?

* How can the rule of law help us to understand the ways that
these states legitimized their authority?

The Journal of Asian Studies (JAS)
publishes the very best empirical and

. Wlhat are the po]irica_l injplicaFions of China’s and I|_1dia'sl multidisciplinary work on Asia, spanning
d|ffgrgncgs (and similarities) in the role of the law in their the arts, history, literature, the social
societies in ‘rhe_19‘Fh century, and how can t_hese help_us *Fo sciences, and cultural studies. With
understand their different patterns of historical evolution in coverage reaching from South and
the 20th century? Southeast Asia to China, Inner Asia,

This fascinating research is followed by five commentaries by and Northeast Asia, JAS welcomes broad

leading legal historians, then a rejoinder by the article’s authors. comparative and transnational studies

The commentaries are: as well as essays emanating from fine-

grained historical, cultural, political, or
literary research and interpretation. The
journal also publishes clusters of papers
representing new and vibrant discussions.

» Sovereignty, Rule of Law, and Ideologies of the Nation,
by Vivienne Shue

Justice or Legitimacy: A Response to Ocko and Gilmartin,
by Paul W. Kahn

* Rule of Law in China and India: A Historical-Cultural Approach, For more information about
by Randall Peerenboom The Journal of Asian Studies, including
* Not Just a Concept: Institutions and the “Rule of Law", subscription details and information
by Lauren Benton for contributors, please visit

http://journals.cambridge.org/jas

The Limits of Legal Sovereignty: China and India in Recent History,
by Prasenjit Duara

The lead article in this forum is available for all to
read at http://journals.cambridge.orgl/jas
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Editor
Gordon Johnson, University of Cambridge, UK

Modern Asian Studies promotes an understanding of
contemporary Asia and its rich inheritance. Covering South
Asia, South-East Asia, China, and Japan, this bi-monthly
journal publishes original research articles concerned with
the history, geography, politics, sociology, literature,
economics, social anthropology and culture of the area.
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The Journal of Southeast Asian Studies is one of the principal
outlets for scholarly articles on Southeast Asia (Brunei,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam). Embracing a wide range of
academic disciplines in the humanities and social sciences, the
Journal publishes manuscripts oriented toward a scholarly
readership but written to be accessible to non-specialists.

Price information is available at:
http://journals.cambridge.org/sea
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Journal of Latin American Studies presents recent research in
the field of Latin American studies in economics, geography,
politics, international relations, sociology, social anthropology,
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the Society since 1834 and is distinguished not only by its
longevity but also by its consistency in providing a forum for
scholarly articles of the highest quality on South Asia, the
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Instructions for contributors

IJAS publishes research on Asia, primarily in the social
sciences and humanities. The Journal is particularly
interested in locating contemporary changes within a
historical framework, especially using interdisciplinary
approaches, and promotes comparative studies involving
the various regions of Asia. While the Journal will publish
scholars from around the world, it aims to focus attention
on the work of Asian scholars, in order to encourage
multi-directional scholarly communication in Asian
studies. IJAS seeks both original papers and survey articles
that fall within its scope. Since the Journalis attempting to
cross methodological boundaries, it will welcome papers
that develop new methodologies within their general
approach. For further information, visit
www.ioc.u-tokyo.ac.jp/pub/ijournal as/journal.htm

Submissions
Articles submitted for publication should be sent to:
The Managing Editors, International Journal of Asian
Studies, Institute of Oriental Culture, University of Tokyo,
7-3-1 Hongo, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-0033, Japan
The Editors can also be contacted by email via ej@ioc.u-
tokyo.ac.jp

Submission of a paper will be taken to imply that it is
unpublished and is not being considered for publication
elsewhere. Upon acceptance of a paper, the authors will be
asked to assign copyright to Cambridge University Press.

Contributors are responsible for obtaining permission
to reproduce any materials, including photographs and
illustrations, for which they do not hold copyright and for
ensuring that the appropriate acknowledgements are
included in the manuscript.

All contributions in the journal are peer-reviewed.

Manuscript preparation

Manuscripts must be in English and in principle no more
than 12,000 words in length, including footnotes.

It should be double-spaced throughout, and include a
cover sheet that lists the author’s name, address, e-mail
address, and title, and an abstract of approximately 200
words. Submissions are accepted by post or as an e-mail
attachment.

Text conventions

It is essential that contributors observe the journal’s text
conventions closely. Contributors should refer to the
Journal's rules of citation and points of style, which can be
found at http://assets.cambridge.org/LJIL/asi_ifc.pdf. In
order to facilitate comprehension among the broadest
possible readership, contributors in some cases will be
asked to provide Asian fonts for terms, bibliographical
references, names of places and personages, etc.

Proofs

Only essential typographical or factual errors may be
changed at proof stage. Resist the temptation to revise or
add to the text. The publisher reserves the right to charge
authors for correction of non-typographical errors.

Offprints

A pdf offprint will be supplied to the contributor at no
charge. Production of traditional offprints can be ordered
for a small fee.
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