
Announcing the birth of the first periodical of its kind devoted
to the history of Arabic-Islamic Science and Technology at its
widest scope:

Journal For The History
of Arabic Science

To be issued bi-annually, starting 1977, by two international
boards of editors and advisory editors.

Board of Editors
Ahmad Y. Al-Hassan Sami K. Hamarneh
University of Aleppo Smithsonian Institution

Donald R. Hill Edward S. Kennedy
London, U.K. American University of Beirut

R. Rashed A. I. Sabra
C.N.R.S, Paris Harvard University

Ahmad S. Saidan
University of Jordan

All communications regarding editorial matters should be sent to:

Dr. Ahmad Y. Al-Hassan or Dr. Sami K. Hamarneh
President of the Department of Science and
University of Aleppo Technology
Aleppo Smithsonian Institution
SYRIA Washington, D. C. 20560, U.S.A

Correspondence regarding business and subscriptions should
be sent to the publishers:
Institute for the History of Arabic Science.
University of Aleppo
Aleppo, SYRIA

Annual Subscription: Six U.S. Dollars
(or 23 Syrian pounds)

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007087400014849 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007087400014849


The Evolution of the Euclidean Elements
A Study of the Theory of Incommensurable Magnitudes and Its Significance
for Early Greek Geometry
by Wilbur Richard Knorr

Synthese Historical Library 15
1975, xi + 374 pp.
Cloth Dfl. 125,-/US$49.00

Aristotle, Plato and the Presocratics perceived in the irrational a challenge to mathemati-
cians and in the theory of irrationals a model of mathematical argumentation. The present
work traces the development of that theory chronologically: from the initial Pythagorean
dicoveries, through the advances by Theodorus and Theaetetus at the time of Plato, to the
formalization and completion of the theory, much in the form of Euclid's Book X, by geo-
meters of the Academy in the mid-fourth century.

The Cultural Context of Medieval Learning
Proceedings of the First International Colloquium on Philosophy, Science,
and Theology in the Middle Ages -September 1973
edited, with an introduction by
John Emery Murdoch and Edith Dudley Sylla

Synthese Library 76
Boston Studies in the Philosophy of Science XXVI
1975,x + 566 pp.
Cloth Dfl. 130,-/US$49.00
Paper Dfl. 75,-/US $28.00

The comparative historical sociology of science - for lack of an adequate and more econo-
mical name - is as many-sided as it is many-syllabled. The present volume exhibits the
confluence not only of the historical and sociological contexts of science, but also of the
concrete philosophical, theological, political, and legal contexts which investigation of a
particular comparative case study requires. The choice of the particular period, its
rationale, and the fruitfulness of the results, is well described in the Introduction by the
editors, Professors Murdoch and Sylla.

The Concepts of Space and Time
Their Structure and Their Development
edited by Milit Capek

Synthese Libray 74
Boston Studies in the Philosophy of Science XXII
1976, Ivi + 570 pp.
Cloth Dfl. 150-/US$58.00
Paper Dfl. 50,-/US$19.50

The selections chosen provide the reader with a broad perspective of the development of
the concepts of space and time from antiquity to the present. Emphasis is given to the
logical structure of the concepts in each particular selection and how this structure varied
from one author to another. Both these aspects, historical and logical, are made more
explicit in the editor's extensive introduction.

M D. Reidel Publishing Company
IjJ^KJ P.O. Box 17, Dordrecht-Holland

Lincoln Building, 160 Old Derby Street,
Hingham, Mass. 02043 - U.S.A.
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Isis Cumulative Bibliography
A bibliography of the history of science formed from
Isis Critical Bibliographies 1-90, 1913-65
Edited by Magda Whitrow

Volume 3, Subjects
Like its predecessors, the third volume in this widely-acclaimed series
comprises references that appeared in the Isis Critical Bibliographies nos. 1-90
during the period 1913-65. It contains some 21,500 entries which cover the
history of science, medicine and technology, unrestricted by period or
civilization, and references to special aspects of science and the sciences, and
their cultural relations. A fourth volume, which will complete the project,
will contain references dealing with specific periods and civilizations.
The arrangement of subjects follows very closely that used in the current
his Critical Bibliographies, although the classification scheme, which has been
specially developed for the Cumulative Bibliography, is far more detailed and
rigorous in its application. There is a comprehensive index of all the subject
classifications used, arranged alphabetically.
Scholars everywhere will welcome the publication of this new volume in a
series which provides an index to Isis itself as well as a valuable reference
source for the literature of the history of science published during this century.
£28.00

Volumes 1 and 2, Personalities and Institutions
The first section contains some 40,000 entries relating to over 10,000
personalities, while the section on institutions contains some 3,800 entries
covering universities, botanical gardens, hospitals, museums, libraries and
societies.
'It goes without saying that this work is indispensable as a reference tool for
historians of science. Given its wide compass it will in fact be useful to all
historians, whatever their persuasion. Like the Dictionary of National
Biography, it is a tool that no library should do without.'
w. H. BROCK, The British Journal for the History of Science
£37.50 the set of two volumes

Mansell
3 BLOOMSBURY PLACE LONDON WCIA2QA ENGLAND

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007087400014849 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007087400014849


The British Society for the
History of Science

THE object of the Society is to further the study of the history of science by
holding meetings for the reading and discussion of papers and by facilitating the
publication of relevant material. The British Journal for the History of Science is
published by the Society as its official organ.

There will normally be a summer meeting, a winter meeting, and an Easter
meeting of the Society. Additional meetings are arranged for specific occasions
such as important anniversaries.

Membership, which includes a subscription to The British Journal for the
History of Science, is open to all persons approved by the Council of the Society
and elected at an ordinary meeting. The annual subscription is £7.00 ($21.00)
or, for Students, £3.00 ($9.00).

Membership: Applications for membership should be made on a form
that is available from The Administrator, The British Society for the History
of Science, Halfpenny Furze, Mill Lane, Ghalfont St Giles, Bucks. HP8 4NR.

THE BRITISH JOURNAL FOR THE HISTORY OF SCIENCE

THE Journal is published three times a year, in March, July, and November,
and the three parts published in any one year constitute a volume.

Editorial matters : Papers for inclusion in the Journal should be submitted
to the Hon. Editor, Dr N. W. Fisher, Department of History and Philosophy
of Science, King's College, Aberdeen AB9 2UB, from whom instructions may
be obtained concerning the presentation and documentation of papers. All
communications on editorial matters, and books for review, should be ad-
dressed to the Hon. Editor.

Advertising: Particulars about advertising in the Journal may be obtained
from The Administrator, The British Society for the History of Science, Half-
penny Furze, Mill Lane, Chalfont St Giles, Bucks. HP8 4NR.

Orders and back issues: Orders for the Journal and inquiries about
back issues should be addressed to The Administrator, The British Society
for the History of Science, Halfpenny Furze, Mill Lane, Chalfont St Giles,
Bucks. HP8 4NR. Claims for missing copies should be made within six months
of publication. The annual subscription for non-members is £10.00 ($30.00).

© The British Society for the History of Science 1976
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November 1976 Volume IX Part 3 No. 33

K. T. HOPPEN: The Nature of the Early Royal Society.
Part II 243-273

MARY JO NYE : The Moral Freedom of Man and the Deter-
minism of Nature: The Catholic Synthesis of Science and
History in the Revue des Questions Scientifiques 2 74-292

CROSBIE W. SMITH : Natural Philosophy and Thermodynamics:

William Thomson and 'The Dynamical Theory of Heat' 293-319

Essay Review: Science and the Universities 320-323

Book Reviews 324-337

Books Received 338-341

Report of Council 342-344

Notes on Contributors 345
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