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JUST PUBLISHED

The British as Rulers
Governing Multiracial Singapore

1867-1914

By

EDWIN LEE

Singapore was an island within the Malay Empire of Johore which was
acquired for the British Empire. Its population, thereafter, grew rapidly, as
a multiracial mix, mainly through immigration from the Chinese Empire of
the late Ch'ing era. The British, in ruling Singapore, faced a lingering pro-
blem with the scions of the Malay Empire, but a far greater and urgent pro-
blem emanated from China, whose innocent and errant sons were, alike,
induced to migrate. The attempt to rule such a colony tested the principles
and methods of government for which the British of the nineteenth century,
and notably, the Victorian Age, were renowned.

Nor was this all. China, at this time, was in decline; yet she generated
men of vision who would reform, revolutionise and save her, as did her con-
temporary, the Ottoman Empire, with particular reference to Egypt, in a
similar kind of predicament. These signs exemplify how the empire fights
back. The Chinese and the Malays in Singapore responded to the distant
frays, which caused the British to worry, but more about the former, typically,
than the latter.

This book should be of interest to any one who seeks to understand
Singapore, as it is today, a modern, thriving, multiracial nation. It should
also have a bearing on Singapore's present regard for Asian values as a ballast
against the prevailing currents of Western influences.

Edwin Lee is an Associate Professor in History at the National Univer-
sity of Singapore.

336 pp. Paperback 9971-69-139-6 S$46/US$32
Cloth 9971-69-159-0 S$65/US$42

Please send orders to: SINGAPORE UNIVERSITY PRESS PTE LTD
National University of Singapore
10 Kent Ridge Crescent
Singapore 0511
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TITLES PUBLISHED BY
SINGAPORE UNIVERSITY PRESS

The Southeast Asian Port and Polity: Rise and Demise
by J. KATHIRITHAMBY-WELLS & JOHN VILLIERS (eds.)

The collection of essays in this volume attempts to trace the evolution of the Southeast
Asian port-polity as an historical phenomenon from its nascent stage (from the first
millennium B.C.) and represent developments in key areas pertaining to the overall
growth of trade and statehood, and the inherent links between the two.

272pp Paperback 9971-69-129-9 SS35/USS22
Cloth 9971-69-141-8 S$48/US$28

The Underside of Malaysian History: Pullers, Prostitutes,
Plantation Workers....
by PETER J. RIMMER & LISA M. ALLEN (eds.)

The Underside of Malaysian History deals with Malaysian (and Singaporean) social
history, particularly from the late nineteenth century to the present. By concentrating
on the everyday world of ordinary people, such as rikisha pullers, prostitutes,
plantation and rail workers etc., and the related physical and mental health problems
of both them and their families, the study represents a step towards a people's history
designed to make present-day Malaysians conscious of the enormous contribution
of their unheralded forbears.

308pp Paperback 9971-69-127-2 SS38/USS24

The Kuomintang Movement in British Malaya, 1912-1949
by C.F. YONG & R.B. MCKENNA

The Kuomintang (KMT) — the first legalised political party and movement in modern
Malaysian and Singaporean history — is studied against the background of British
colonial rule, the changing political circumstances and fortunes in China and the
rising and waning of Malayan Chinese nationalism from 1894. While it highlights
the development of the Malayan KMT Movement in terms of leadership, organiza-
tion and ideology, it also analyses changing British colonial policy and management
techniques toward the Movement.

Despite the difficulties and constraints imposed by the colonial administration,
the Malayan KMT blazed a political trail for over a generation, leaving in its wake
numerous legacies. Chief among them were the promotion of Chinese culture and
education, and the increase of Chinese political consciousness and participation. In
the post-war years, the Malayan KMT helped to lay the foundations of the Malayan
Chinese Association (MCA) and provided considerable leadership and manpower
resources to the MCA to combat the rebelling Malayan Communist Movement. Thus,
the Malayan KMT should be viewed not only as part and parcel of the Malayan
Chinese cultural and political heritage but also as a formidable political movement
in its own right in modern Malaysian and Singaporean history.

326pp Paperback 9971-69-137-X S$38/US$24

Please send orders to: SINGAPORE UNIVERSITY PRESS PTE LTD
National University of Singapore
10 Kent Ridge Crescent
Singapore 0511
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The SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS SERIES of the Journal of Southeast Asian Studies
is issued by the Department of History, National University of Singapore, 10 Kent
Ridge Crescent, Singapore 0511. It caters for monographs or collections of papers
dealing with Southeast Asia that are between 30,000 and 50,000 words in length.
Prospective contributors should send a preliminary enquiry to the series editor before
submitting manuscripts.

'The Tragedy of Wanit': A Japanese Account of Wartime Thai Politics
By Benjamin A. Batson (Senior Lecturer, Department of History, National University
of Singapore) and Shimizu Hajime (Senior Researcher, Area Studies Department,
Institute of Developing Economies, Tokyo, Japan)

'The Tragedy of Wanit' is a memoir of Thai politics at the outbreak of the Pacific
War, written in the 1950s by Asada Shunsuke, a senior Japanese diplomat serving in
Bangkok during the critical pre-war period. The central figure is Wanit Pananon, a
confidant of Thai Prime Minister Phibun and, until his arrest and death in mysterious
circumstances in early 1944, a key figure in Thai-Japanese relations. Asada's memoir
is published both in Japanese and in an edited English translation, together with an
introduction by Benjamin A. Batson and Shimizu Hajime which explains the historical
context and discusses some of the implications of Asada's work.
1990, hardcover and paperback, bibliography, index, text in English and Japanese,
148 pages

A Vietnamese Scholar in Anguish: Nguyen Khuyen and the Decline of Confucian
Tradition, 1884-1909
By Tran My Van (University of South Australia)

Nguyen Khuyen was a senior Mandarin in Vietnam when the French established
colonial control over the country. Around 1884 he withdrew from public life, returning
to his ancestral village where he worked as a farmer and wrote trenchant poetry
commenting on social life in Vietnam. This literary work reflects his feeling of anguish
as he watched the decline of traditional mores, and it provides poignant insights into
Vietnamese life during this period of change. The text provides translations of a
number of Nguyen Khuyen's poems, and appendices reproduce his work both in the
Romanized Vietnamese script and in Chinese.
Available July 1991. Approx. 150 pages

Editorial correspondence and purchase orders should be addressed to:

Dr Paul H. Kratoska
Editor, JSEAS Special Publications Series
Department of History
National University of Singapore
10 Kent Ridge Crescent
Singapore 0511

The Journal's FAX address is (65) 774-2528. For electronic mail (B1TNET) use
SHIS@NUS3090.

In the United Kingdom, these publications can be ordered from Graham Saunders,
Dam End Farm, Kelfield Road, Riccall, York YO4 6PQ.
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JOURNAL OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN STUDIES

The Journal of Southeast Asian Studies is published for the Department of History,
National University of Singapore, by Singapore University Press Pte Ltd in March and
September.

Articles in the Journal of Southeast Asian Studies do not necessarily represent the views
of the Editors or those of the publisher. The Editor is responsible for the final selection of
the content of the Journal and reserves the right to reject any material deemed inappropriate
for publication. Responsibility for opinions expressed and for the accuracy of facts published
in articles rests solely with the individual authors. Submission of an article will be taken to
imply that it has not been previously published and that it is not on offer to any other
publisher.

Requests for permission to reprint articles should be directed to the Editor. Articles
appearing in this journal are abstracted and indexed in ABC POL SCI, HISTORICAL
ABSTRACTS and/or AMERICA: HISTORY AND LIFE.

CONTRIBUTIONS

Contributions are invited from all scholars, especially those working in Southeast Asian
universities and research institutions. The length of articles should preferably be between 4000
and 8000 words. Progress reports on research projects, notes on conferences, and comments
on institutions devoted to Southeast Asian Studies are also welcomed. Contributors are
encouraged to submit articles using BITNET electronic mail facilities wherever possible.
Typewritten submissions should be double-spaced and sent in duplicate.

Each contributor will receive 30 offprints of his/her article and a complimentary copy of
the Journal.

Editorial correspondence and contributions should be directed to:
The Editor
Journal of Southeast Asian Studies
Department of History
10 Kent Ridge Crescent
National University of Singapore
Singapore 0511

Facsimile Number: (65) 7742528
Electronic mail can be sent to the Journal's BITNET address: SHIS@NUS 3090.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscription rates are as follows:
Singapore
Malaysia
Foreign

SS36.00 per volume
SS44.00 per volume

US$27.00 per volume
(Prices quoted are inclusive of postage by registered mail.)

Subscriptions and all business correspondence should be addressed to:
The Editor/Manager
Singapore University Press Pte Ltd
Yusof Ishak House
10 Kent Ridge Crescent
Singapore 0511

Published by
Singapore University Press Pte Ltd Typeset by: Letraprint
National University of Singapore Printed by: Hup Soon Printing
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NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

GREG BANKOFF is Lecturer, Asian Studies, Murdoch University.

BRENDA S.A. YEOH is Lecturer, Department of Geography, National University of
Singapore.

JEREMY KEMP is Senior Lecturer, Centre of South-East Asian Studies, Eliot College,
University of Kent.

ARTHUR J. DOMMEN is an Independent Researcher on Laos in the U.S.A.

GEORGE W. DALLEY is a Social Worker in the U.S.A.

MONA ABAZA is Visiting Fellow at the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore.

WON K. PAIK is Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Central Michigan^
University.

PASUK PHONGPAICHIT is Associate Professor and Director, Political Economy
Centre, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok.
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