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The African Studies Review is published three times a year (April, September, and Decem
ber) by the African Studies Association, Credit Union Building, Emory University, Atlanta, 
Georgia 30322, U.S.A. Articles in the Review represent neither the views of the African 
Studies Association nor those of its officers; responsibility for opinions expressed and for 
the accuracy of facts published rests solely with the individual authors. The publishers of 
the African Studies Review assume that contributors to the journal are literate in the Eng
lish language, coherent in thought, and conversant with the principles of scholarship. The 
publisher has not copyedited this material; responsibility for copyediting is entirely the au
thor's. 

© 1989 
African Studies Association 

All rights reserved 

No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
including photocopy, recording, or any information storage and retrieval system, without 
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Samatar traces the transformation of Somali society from the late 19th century to the 
present. He argues persuasively that the processes of colonization, commercializa
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