
20. COMMISSION POUR L'OBSERVATION DES POSITIONS ET LE 
CALCUL DES EPHEMERIDES DES PETITES PLANETES, 

DES COMETES, ET DES SATELLITES 

PRESIDENT: M. A. 0 . LEUSCHNER, Students' Observatory, University of California, 
Berkeley, California, U.S.A. 

MEMBRES : MM. Aitken, Banachiewicz, E. W. Brown, Comas y Sola, Crommelin, 
Delporte, L. Fabry, Fayet, Heinrich, K. Hirayama, Kamieriski, Kepinski, 
Lagrula, Merton, G. H. Peters, Silva, E. Stromgren, Van Biesbroeck, Van der 
Bilt, Volta, Wood. 

In accordance with suggestions made by members of the Commission further 
consideration of the following topics is proposed: 

(i) Improvement of the present plan for distribution of observations and com
putations relating to minor planets and comets, with special reference to those 
which depart considerably from their ephemerides. 

(2) Designation of a central bureau to supervise any accepted plan for coordina
tion of observations and computations. It is suggested that separate bureaus be 
established for Minor Planets and for Comets. 

(3) Systematic investigations of the orbits of the recently discovered objects 
designated as minor planets: Reinmuth 1932 HA, and Delporte 1932 EA1( and 
other objects of similar interest. 

(4) Financing of proposals (2) and (3). 
(5) Standard equinoxes as proposed by Comrie (1950.0) and by Bower (1900.0). 
(6) Designation of published residuals as observed residuals rather than referring 

to the epoch of the comparison star. 
(7) Greater adherence to the convention "That the dates used in giving the 

osculation epochs of elements for comets and minor planets shall be the midnight 
following an integral Julian date which is exactly divisible by 40, and for epheme
rides, divisible by 8 (or 4, etc.)," to facilitate intercomparison of ephemerides and 
elements. 

(8) Inauguration of complete residuals of comets, similar to those of minor 
planets with provision for their continuation. 

(9) Inclusion in astronomical telegrams of some information of a descriptive 
nature to indicate the accuracy of the measured position, in confirmation of 
previous action. 

(10) Greater emphasis on accurate rather than on approximate positions, 
particularly in (9), or preliminary orbits. 

In view of the incompleteness of the information so far received through members 
of the Commission for various countries in regard to activities in progress in the 
field of the Commission's functions, no detailed report has been prepared in advance 
of the meeting, but one will be presented at the meeting. A brief report is being 
prepared by the Chairman for distribution at the meeting; subject to favourable 
action of the Commission this may be included in the report of its meetings. 

A. O. LEUSCHNER 

President of the Commission 
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