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Citizenship, what it means and how it matters, is a central
topic in legal reform, in the development of Europe and in
the maintenance of democracy. In English law citizenship is
traditionally an external matter - linked to nationality and the
right of abode. But citizenship also has an internal dimension
of involvement within the State. Research has identified the
hallmarks of citizenship by comparing the key features of
citizenship in European countries, and the White Paper now
presents a short description of those rights and duties which
bind the citizen and the State in England and Wales.

The topics range from voting, through litigation to paying
taxes and performing jury service, and with Chapters on
gender treatment, corporate and European citizenship as well
as the role of citizenship in the emerging democracies of
central Europe, this is a first step towards systematising an
area of law of growing importance.
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