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EFFECf OF SEPARAnON ANXIETY DISORDER ON
ADDICfIVE DEHAVlOURS
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promotion of health. Cit. St. Vincent. Bvdde Be/{on, Wle 59044,
France

Studies show thaI elOOtional distress.copingdifficulties and
psychological maladjustment contribute to Iddictivedisorders.Few
howeverfocussedon anxiety. BecauseSeparationAnxiety Disorder
(SAD) is probablythe most commonemotionaldisorder observed in
childhoodwe conducteda follow-back studyof inpatients with drug
dependanceand eatingdisorders(DSM-UIRcriteria). In order to
investigate the prevalence rate of childhoodSADand clinical features
associatedwith this. 199patients (86 malesand 113females between
the agesof 13 and 47 (meanage 24 years)were studied.Current and
Ufetim: psychiatrichistorieswere assessedusingstructuredinterviews
(SAD·LA, SCID) anda self-reportquestionnaire (SCL 90).
Traumaticchildhoodevents werecollectedas describedby Faravelli.
Resultsshowed that 24.6% hada past historyof childhoodSAD and
theyexperiencedsignificantly more frequently somaticU1nesses and
physicalabuse inchildhoodwhencomparedwith those withoutSAD.
Thispopulationexhibiteda higherprevalence of anxietydisorders.
(panic disorder.agoraphobia)and suicideattempt. Their
psychopathological profilewas also significantly IOOre affected. The
data suggesta specificassociationbetweenanxietydisordersand
addictivedisordersand show that epidemiological investigations can
be helpfulto plan preventionand treatmentof addictivebehaviourin
the young.
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ASPECfS OF THE LIFE HISTORYOF WOMENAGRESSED
BYTHEIR HUSBANDS AS REGISTEREDDyniE POLICE
STATIONFOR WOMEN IN CAMPINAS·SAO PAULO
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UniversityofCampinas, Cidade Universitaria Ze{eri/li) Vaz,
Camptnas, SaoPaulo 13081-970, Brazil

Objectives: to study the socialand demographicdata of womenand
their husbands in the lightof the increaseof the violence of husbands
against theirwives. the IOOtivation and emotionalfactorson both sides
and relevantaspectsof their Ufe histories. Case histories have been
used fromthe PoliceStation for Womenin Campinas and aspectsof
the functionof thisstation are alsodiscussed.

Method:60 subjectswerecontacted at the PoliceStation (30 menand
30 victims). The menhad been in steady relationships (official as well
as unofficial) with the womenfor at least 6 monthsand had been
registeredat the Station for violentactions againsttheirwives. A
semi-guided interviewwas used withquestions to allowspontaneous
verbalization of the facts. A control group of 60 individuals with the
sam: demographic data but no agrressionwas also usedand askedthe
samequestions.

Results: (i) alcoholabuse was found in 53.33%of the men;(ii) a link
betweenaggresionand sexualdifficulties was found; (w) 28.33% of
the aggressorshad seen violencebetweentheir fathersand mothers;
(iv) 51.7% of menhad been severelybeaten inchildhood bytheir
parents(against26.67% in the control group).
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CLIENT SATISFACfION ANDQUALITYIMPROVEMENT

S Bigno!!! O. Rossi,R. Pioli,O. B. TW1I. L Brambilla, L ArchiatL
Psychiatric Rehabilitation Department.Lstituto
S. Cuore FBF.viaPilastron; 4, Brescia 25123./taly

The aim is to evaluate satisfaction aboutolreatrnent and care receivedin
a group of patients of the Psychiatric Rehabllitiation Centre
Fatebenefratelli in Bresciain the lightof the increasing importance of
qualityassesment.

Method: Administration of the "Questionnaire about satisfaction with
the mentalhealthservice" IS days beforedischarge and feedbackto
the practitionersto improvethe serviceprovided.

Results:Thisstudy is ongoingand showssignifICant and increasing
satisfactionof patients togetherwith a positiveimpacton personaland
social functioning.

Conclusions: A good qualityassessment helpsto identify problem
areas and ameliorateintervention.
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SOCIO·CULTURAL ANDPSYCHIATRICASPECfS OF
ATTEMPTED SUICIDE

A Bjrinxhjku 1.Telalcu. Neuroprychiatric Clinic, Ulpljana 14·5
Prishrina, Kosova, Yugoslavia

Objective:To presentcertain sociocultural and psychiatric aspects
influencing attemptedsuicides.

Method: The historyof 190patientswho had attemptedsuicideand
treated at the PsychiatryClinic in Prishtinabetween1991and 31
October 1996 wereanalysedand somestatisticaldata was processed
by the method of chi-square(x').

Results: The data analysis showed that female patientsbetweenthe
ages of IS and 24 and 2S and 34 predominated. The unemployed.
housewivesand secondaryschoolstudentsdominatedthe analysis as
far as professionswezeconcerned. Medicaments. then
organophoshoricsubstancesand other meanswere the predominant
meansfor the atte"1'ted suicides. Amongthe most frequent
diagnosticcategories,affective.reasionswerea causeof ermtional
conflict, neuroses.personalitydisordersas wellas latentpsychoses.
The numberof those whO consumedakobol or abuseddrugs was
symbolic.

Conclusions: Allxmg the significant factors in auemptedsuicidesare
broken-homesyndrome,elOOtionai conflictsand neuroses. We
consider that the aimof the atte"1'ted suicidewas no self-destruetion
but served as an "appeal" for help.
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