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The American Association of Neurological Surgeons published
the first edition of the Neurosurgical Operative Atlas in. 1991. The
second edition was published in 2009 and is comprised of five
volumes. One of these volumes, devoted to functional
neurosurgery, is the subject of this review.

The concept of the Neurosurgical Operative Atlas is ‘to be a
ready reference for well-established neurosurgical procedures for
trainees and practitioners of neurosurgery worldwide.” Each
chapter is designed to teach a specific surgical technique and
covers ‘case selection, operative indications and contraindications,
special points in the anesthetic technique, and postoperative
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complications.” No attempt is made (deliberately) to review the
associated diagnostic techniques, disease mechanisms or medical
management.

This Volume on Functional Neurosurgery is divided into four
sections covering i) Epilepsy with eleven chapters, ii) Pain with
fifteen chapters, iii)) Movement Disorders with eleven chapters and
iv) Other Disorders with three chapters.

This is a succinct compellation of the operative techniques used
by Functional Neurosurgeons. It would be ideal reading for a
Fellow training in this specialty. Each chapter is written by an
expert in the field and gives their version of how a specific
operation is performed. Unfortunately there are no references for
further study. The reader should not assume this is the correct or
only way to perform these procedures. In fact, some of the chapters
show an uncomfortable bias towards historical techniques (e.g.
sitting craniotomy) and corporate interest (e.g. proprietary
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