
Khalifeh et al

19 Silver E. Mental disorder and violent victimization: the mediating role
of involvement in conflicted social relationships. Criminology 2002; 40:
191–212.

20 Silver E, Arseneault L, Langley J, Caspi A, Moffitt TE. Mental disorder and
violent victimization in a total birth cohort. Am J Public Health 2005; 95:
2015–21.

21 Sturup J, Sorman K, Lindqvist P, Kristiansson M. Violent victimisation of
psychiatric patients: a Swedish case-control study. Soc Psychiatry Psychiatr
Epidemiol 2011; 46: 29–34.

22 Krug EG. World Report on Violence and Health. World Health Organization,
2002.

23 Khalifeh H, Dean K. Gender and violence against people with severe mental
illness. Int Rev Psych 2010; 22: 535–46.

24 World Health Organization. Preventing Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence
against Women: Taking Action and Generating Evidence. WHO, 2010.

25 National Institute for Health and Care Excellence. Domestic Violence and
Abuse: How Health Services, Social Care and the Organisations they Work
with can Respond Effectively. NICE, 2014.

26 Dubourg R, Hamed J. Estimates of the Economic and Social Costs of Crime
in England and Wales: Costs of Crime against Individuals and Households,
2003/04. Home Office, 2005.

27 McManus S, Meltzer H, Brugha T, Bebbington P, Jenkins R. Adult Psychiatric
Morbidity in England, 2007. Results of a Household Survey. The NHS
Information Centre, 2010.

28 World Health Organization. World Report on Disability. World Health
Organization, 2011.

29 Hiday VA, Swartz MS, Swanson JW, Borum R, Wagner HR. Criminal
victimization of persons with severe mental illness. Psychiatr Serv 1999;
50: 62–8.

30 Teasdale B. Mental disorder and violent victimization. Crim Justice Behav
2009; 36: 513–35.

31 Hiday VA, Swartz MS, Swanson JW, Borum R, Wagner HR, Hiday VA, et al.
Impact of outpatient commitment on victimization of people with severe
mental illness. Am J Psychiat 2002; 159: 1403–11.

32 Howard L, Trevillion K, Khalifeh H, Woodall A, Agnew-Davies R, Feder G.
Domestic violence and severe psychiatric disorders: prevalence and
interventions. Psychol Med 2010; 40: 881–93.

33 MIND. Another Assault: Mind’s Campaign for Equal Access to Justice for
People with Mental Health Problems. Mind, 2007.

34 Pettit B, Greenhead S, Khalifeh H, Drennan V, Hart T, Hogg J, et al. At Risk yet
Dismissed: The Criminal Victimisation of People with Mental Health
Problems. Victim Support, 2013.

35 Walby S, Allen J. Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault and Stalking: Findings
from the British Crime Survey. Home Office, 2004.

36 Oram S, Trevillon K, Feder G, Howard LM. Prevalence of experiences
of domestic violence among psychiatric patients: systematic review.
Br J Psychiatry 2013; 202: 94–9.

37 Fisher HL, Craig TK, Fearon P, Morgan K, Dazzan P, Lappin J, et al. Reliability
and comparability of psychosis patients’ retrospective reports of childhood
abuse. Schizophr Bull 2011; 37: 546–53.

38 Goodman LA, Thompson KM, Weinfurt K, Corl S, Acker P, Mueser KT, et al.
Reliability of reports of violent victimization and posttraumatic stress
disorder among men and women with serious mental illness. J Trauma
Stress 1999; 12: 587–99.

282

(Potentially) traumatic events

Ruth Reed

‘Traumatic’ events rip up the rule book of life. The ultimate impact depends not only on qualities of an event itself, but on its
antecedents and consequences. Moreover, the meaning ascribed to the experience by the individual and the responses of friends,
family and societal structures, determine whether the path that follows is one of guilt and shame or acceptance and recovery.
Assumptions about others’ experiences are often mistaken, being filtered through the imperfect lens of one’s own internal world.
Placing ‘potentially’ before ‘traumatic’ gives credence to the capacity for human growth and resilience, rising from the ashes of
adversity.
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