From the Editor

A Microscopy Society of America
Balancing Act

When promoting the Microscopy Society of America (MSA) and its many activities the leader-
ship of the Society often encounters comments that MSA is only an electron microscopy and materials
research society. This misconception undoubtedly stems from the early history (1942) of the Society
when it was initially named the Electron Microscope Society of America (EMSA). In 1964 the name was
changed to the Electron Microscopy Society of America to reflect the cross-discipline nature of micros-
copy applications. Finally, in 1993 the Society again changed its name to the Microscopy Society of Amer-
ica to reflect the increasing diversity of microscopy and microanalysis techniques and their applications
represented at the annual Microscopy and Microanalysis (M&M) meeting and in MSA publications.

In fact, MSA strives to encompass all forms and applications of microscopy and microanalysis.
This is accomplished in several ways. In Society governance a balance between the materials and bio-
logical disciplines is maintained by the following: 1) the structure of the MSA Council includes a presi-
dential rotation that alternates between a physical and a biological scientist; 2) the six Society directors
include three biological and three physical scientists; 3) the M&M meeting Program Chair position
alternates between physical and biological scientists; 4) most Society committee chairs (Education,
Outreach, Awards, etc.) rotate between biological and physical scientists; and 5) most major Society
awards, in particular the Distinguished Scientist Award, have awardees in each discipline each year.

Balanced representation of all scientific disciplines that employ microscopy and microanalysis
instrumentation and techniques in the M&M annual meeting and MSA publications is indeed a dif-
ficult task, but one that our Executive Program Committee and Editors strive to achieve. For example,
Program Chairs divide the budget between three primary categories: 1) Biological Science Applica-
tions; 2) Physical Science Applications; and 3) Analytical Sciences, which includes symposia detailing
development of new techniques and equipment. In MSA publications the Editorial Boards are also
balanced between these three categories, and for the past 14 years the Editors-in-Chief of MSA publica-
tions have rotated between disciplines to maintain a balance in the emphasis of content.

The above describes MSA efforts to create a balance in the Society between the biological and physi-
cal sciences membership and content. In addition, as reflected in the 1993 name change from EMSA to
MSA, Society leadership emphasizes a balance in meeting and publication content between all forms of
microscopy and microanalysis, including light, scanning probe, and electron microscopy, as well as atom
probe applications. This balance is shown by the plenary speakers at recent meetings that have included
Nobel Prize winners in light microscopy, such as Eric Betzig and Roger Tsien, and cryo-electron micros-
copy, such as Joachim Frank and Richard Henderson. Additional efforts to balance meeting and publica-
tion content amongst the various types of instrumentation embraced by MSA are continuously employed
to reflect the interests of the many groups that use microscopy and microanalysis in their research.

The Microscopy Society of America is dedicated to the promotion of all types of microscopy and
microanalysis. If you are not currently attending the MSA M&M Annual Meeting or publishing in
MSA publications, I strongly encourage you to explore these opportunities.

Publication Objective: to provide information of interest to microscopists.

Microscopy Today is a controlled-circulation trade magazine owned by the Microscopy Society
of America that is published six times a year in the odd months. Editorial coverage spans all
microscopy techniques including light microscopy, scanning probe microscopy, electron
microscopy, ion-beam techniques, and the wide range of microanalytical methods. Readers
and authors come from both the life sciences and the physical sciences. The typical length of
an article is about 2,000 words plus figures and tables; feature articles are longer. Interested
authors should consult “Instructions for Contributors” on the Microscopy Today website:
www.microscopy-today.com.
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Disclaimer

The Microscopy Society of America and the editors cannot be held responsible for opinions,
errors, or for any consequences arising from the use of information contained in Microscopy
Today. The appearance of advertising in Microscopy Today does not constitute an endorsement
or approval by the Microscopy Society of America of any claims or information found in the
advertisements. By submitting a manuscript to Microscopy Today, the author warrants that the
article is original or that the author has written permission to use copyrighted material published
elsewhere. While the contents of this magazine are believed to be accurate at press time, neither
the Microscopy Society of America, the editors, nor the authors can accept legal responsibility
for errors or omissions.
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