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One possible approach to distinguish between "intrinsic" and "external" mecha-

nisms for variability implies a study o f possible correlations between flux variability 

and the fine structure of sources. We present results of snapshot global VLBI ob-

servations at 327 MHz of a sample of 16 extragalactic radio sources (1 radio galaxy, 

9 quasars, 4 BL Lacs, 2 unidentified) selected on the basis of the bi-monthly flux 

monitoring at five frequencies (1400, 880, 606, 430, and 318 MHz) . The observed 

source sample is presented in the Table I. 

TABLE I 
The sample of low frequency variable extragalactic 
radio sources 

0116+319 0735+178 1422+202 2050+363 
0235+164 0851+202 1611+343 2145+067 
0333+321 1055+018 1633+382 2230+114 
0723-008 1117+146 1901+319 2251+158 

The VLBI data show clear evidences of significant scattering at baselines 2 - 6 

ΜΛ and longer. AU 16 sources are mapped. The main qualitative result confirms 

the existence of an anticorrelation between source typical size and their indices 

of variability. The observational data and the discussion are presented in full in 

Altschuler et ai, 1994, A.7, in preparation. 
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