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Cover Photo

The cover photo shows a test/demonstration area in
the Sudan-Sahelian Zone of Niger, West Africa,
and emphasizes the importance of proper utilization
of crop residues on land to improve the tilth, fer-
tility, productivity and long-term sustainability of
agricultural soils. The standing crop is pearl millet
(Pennisetum glaucum L.) which is the dominant
food grain crop that is grown, largely on marginal
(sandy and infertile) soils, throughout this drought-
prone, semiarid region. The study was conducted
cooperatively by scientists from USDA, USAID
and Texas A&M, with invaluable participation by
villagers, both young and old, who maintained the
area and ensured that the goats and other ruminant
animals were excluded during the test period.
Photo provided by Dr. J.F. Parr, Agricultural Re-
search Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Beltsville, Maryland.
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