Instructions for contributors

Editorial Policy

BioSocieties is an innovative new journal in
the social sciences, dedicated to advancing
analytic understanding of the social, ethical,
legal, economic, public and policy aspects of
current and emerging developments in the life
sciences. These include genomics,
neuroscience, psychopharmacology,
biomedical and reproductive technologies,
and biosecurity.

As the first journal of its kind, BioSocieties
publishes scholarship across the social science
disciplines, and represents a lively and
balanced array of perspectives on controversial
issues. In its first three years BioSocieties
demonstrated the constructive potential of
interdisciplinary dialogue and debate across
the social and natural sciences. We are
becoming the journal of choice not only for
social scientists, but also for life scientists
interested in the larger social, ethical and policy
implications of their work. The journal is
international in scope, spanning research and
developments in all corners of the globe.

BioSocieties appears quarterly, with
occasional themed issues that highlight some
of the critical questions and problematics of
modern biotechnologies. Articles, response
pieces, book reviews, and self-standing
editorial pieces by social and life scientists
form a regular part of the journal.

Submissions

BioSocieties is a refereed journal; all
manuscripts must consist of original material
and are reviewed with the explicit
understanding that their essential substance
will not be submitted for review elsewhere
until the editors have made a final decision
regarding publication. Articles that describe
the results of studies involving human
subjects must give evidence that such studies
have been subjected to appropriate ethical
review.

The editors of BioSocieties are committed
to publishing articles that are accessible and
relevant to readers across a diverse set of
social science and life science disciplines.
Therefore all authors are strongly encouraged
to submit manuscripts which are free of
jargon, and which fully explicate potentially
unfamiliar disciplinary theories and concepts.

Upon acceptance of a paper, the author
will be asked to assign copyright (on certain
conditions) to the London School of
Economics and Political Science.

Contributors are responsible for obtaining
permission to reproduce any material in which
they do not hold copyright for worldwide
publication in all forms and media, including
electronic publication, and for ensuring that
the appropriate acknowledgements are
included in their manuscripts.

Manuscript Preparation

Please submit an electronic copy of the
manuscript that meets the following
requirements:

A. Manuscripts should not exceed 10,000
words (including footnotes, but excluding
references) and should be double-spaced
and typed in Times New Roman, 12 point
font. Please include consecutive page
numbers on all pages, and arrange the
manuscript in the following order:

1. cover letter; 2. title page; 3. abstract and
keywords; 4. main text; 5.
acknowledgements; 6. references; 7.
appendix; 8. figure captions; 9. tables and
figures. Tables and figures should not be
imported into the text. Attach manuscripts
as Word documents and send to the
Managing Editor: f.lentzos@lse.ac.uk.

B. The cover letter should confirm that the
manuscript is comprised of original
material that is not under review
elsewhere, and that study(ies) on which the
research is based has been subject to
appropriate ethical review. Authors must
also note whether they have any competing
interests, intellectual or financial, in the
research detailed in the manuscript. The
cover letter must be signed by all authors.

C. Please include the following information
on the title page: Name, email, and
professional affiliation of all authors.
Please note the corresponding author on
the title page, along with telephone and fax
numbers for this author. Please also
provide a manuscript word count.

D. An abstract of no more than 200 words
should precede the text. Include six
keywords for indexing purposes.

E. References: Authors should comply with
the guidelines set forth in the Publication
Manual of the American Psychological
Association (4" edition). The editors reserve
the right to return manuscripts that do not
follow appropriate APA citation format.
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In-text citations should include the author’s
last name and date of publication, and may
include page numbers; for example, Kramer
(1993), Knapp, Scott & Davies (1999). If
more than one citation is listed, citations
should be in alphabetical order. Every in-text
citation must be listed in the references
section, and every reference must be cited in
the text. Citations listed in footnotes must
also be listed in the references section.

Examples:

Dreifus, C. (1978). Seizing our bodies: The
politics of women’s health care. New York:
Vintage Press.

Pauls, D.L. (1991). Genetic factors in the
expression of attention-deficit
hyperactivity disorder. Journal of Child
and Adolescent Psychopharmacology, 1,
353-360.

Taylor, J., Gilligan, C., & Sullivan, A. (1995).
Between voice and silence: Women, girls,
race, and relationships. Cambridge:

Harvard University Press.

Bordo, S. (1997). Braveheart, Babe, and the
contemporary body. In E. Parens (Ed.),
Enhancing human traits: Ethical and social
implications, 189-221. Washington, DC:
Georgetown UP.

E. Colour figures may be accepted provided
that they contribute to the editorial content
and are of a high quality. However, they
are expensive to reproduce and the cost
must be met by the author(s). A binding
agreement to meet the costs will be
required before the manuscript can be
accepted for publication. Colour figures
should be provided electronically in TIFF
format or eps, to at least 300 dpi. Please
also provide a printout of the illustration
with exact instructions as to which part of
the illustration is to be used, and where the
illustration should be located within the
text of the article.

Proofs

Typographical or factual errors only may be
changed at proof stage. The publisher reserves
the right to charge authors for correction of
non-typographical errors.

Offprints

A pdf of each article and a complimentary
copy of the issue in which the article appeared
will be supplied free of charge to the
first-named author.
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