
OBITUABY 1191 

Brancker, who had joined him. But out of the slump grew the de Havilland 
Aircraft Co., Ltd., and after its formation Mr. Holt Thomas retired from any 
further active part in aviation, though he gave freely from his wide experience 
to all who approached him for advice. 

Mr. Holt Thomas always took a keen interest in the activities of the Royal 
Aeronautical Society and served on the Finance Committee for some years. By 
his death aviation has lost a man who was a genius in his way, a man who sawr 

as few others have seen, what the future holds for aircraft. 

Richard Elwood Bissell 

A victim of the Cleveland Clinic disaster which took a toll of over one hundred 
lives, Richard Elwood Bissell, chief engineer of Thompson Products, Inc., Cleve
land, died suddenly May 15th, 1929, at the age of 37 years. 

Richard Elwood Bissell was born at Milford, Michigan, September 4th, 1892, 
and graduated with a degree of Bachelor of Science in 1913. The following year 
he received a Master of Science degree from the University of Michigan. In 1927 
an honorary degree in metallurgical engineering was conferred upon him by 
Michigan State College in recognition of contributions he had made to automobile 
progress. He went with Thompson Products, Inc., ten years ago as head of the 
metallurgical department, and was made chief engineer last October. 

Richard Elwood Bissell was a member of the Society of Automotive Engineers, 
and an Associate of the Society. 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Alan Burgoyne 

Sir Alan Burgoyne joined the Society in 1917, and was a Member of Council 
from 1918-1920. 

Sir Alan Burgoyne, who was born on September 30th, 1880, was a man of 
wide interests and took a particular interest in the Navy and the Air Force. For 
some years he was Hon. Treasurer of the Navy League and founded and edited 
the Naval League Annual. From 1916-1918 he was Hon. Secretary of the Parlia
mentary Air Committee, and Treasurer 1919-20. 

H. G. Locell 
Mr. H. G. Locell was a Founder Member of the Society, and one of its most 

enthusiastic supporters. 

Captain King Paton 

Captain King Paton was elected an Associate Fellow of the Society in 1919, 
and during the ten years he was a member he took the keenest possible interest 
in the Society. 

Pilot Officer Walter Patrick Dillon Bennett 

Pilot Officer W . P. D. Bennett, who became a Student Member of the Society 
in February, 1929, died as the result of an accident near Boreham Wood, Hertford
shire, to a D.H.60. Pilot Officer Bennett was on the Reserve of Air Force Officers 
and at the time of the accident he was the sole occupant of the machine. 

Wing-Commander John Dunoille 

Wing Comdr. John Dunville, C.B.E., R .A.F . , who was a Founder Member 
of the Society, died on June 10th, 1929. Wing Comdr. Dunville will always be 
remembered by a very wide circle of friends for his enthusiastic and practical sup
port of aviation during its pioneering days. He made his first flight in a balloon 
in 1906 with the late the Hon. Charles Rolls, and from then onwards was a 
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ballooning enthusiast. Two years after his first ascent he made a record for 
duration for a British balloon in the Gordon Bennett Race, remaining in the air 
36 hours 56 minutes, and twice he won the challenge cup offered by the late Lord 
Northcliffe for the British balloon covering the longest distance in the year. 

An early member of the Royal Aero Club, Mr. Dunville, as he was then, 
became keenly interested in the development of the aeroplane and was very 
actively engaged on the committee of the Club organising meetings. On the 
outbreak of war his wide ballooning experience was made use of in the Royal 
Naval Air Service, for training officers for balloon and airship work. He was 
made an Hon. Wing Commander, R .A.F . , in 1926. 

Squadron-Leader Lord Edward Grosvenor 

By the death of Squadron Leader Lord Edward Grosvenor, at the early 
age of 37, aviation has lost one of i ts most engaging personalities. It is a com
mentary in itself on the youthfulness of aviation that a man so young as Lord 
Edward Grosvenor can be regarded as one of the pioneers of the air. There is 
a framed photograph in the Secretary's room at the Society's office, the legend 
underneath reading, " No. 1 (Airship) Squadron, Royal Flying Corps, Military 
Wing , Army Manoeuvres, 1913." Two of the centre figures in the group are 
Major E. M. Maitland and Lord Edward Grosvenor. 

Lord Edward Grosvenor joined the Royal Horse Guards in 1912-and in that 
year bought a Bleriot monoplane on which he learnt to fly. He served throughout 
the war in France and Italy and was awarded the M.C. At the time of his death 
Lord Edward Grosvenor was Squadron Leader of No. 601 (County of London) 
(Bomber) Squadron, Auxiliary Air Force. Lord Edward Grosvenor was an 
Associate Fellow of the Society. 

Dr. T. Blackwood Murray 

Dr. T. Blackwood Murray, who died on June n t h , 1929, was elected a 
Fellow of the Society in 1919. He was a brilliantly qualified engineer, a former 
President of the Institution of Engineers and Shipbuilders in Scotland. Dr. 
Murray carried out a considerable amount of research work on aero engine design 
and lubrication. 

C. 5 . Payne 

Mr. C. Spencer Payne, B . S c , M.C., died in St. Thomas ' Hospital after a 
short but severe illness. Mr. Payne joined the Society in 1912 and always took 
a keen interest in aviation. As long ago, as time is reckoned in aviation, as 1907 
Mr. Payne gave a series of lectures on aeronautics at Sheffield University. He 
was a member of many other scientific bodies and on the outbreak of war in 1914 
he was engaged on the design of airships. 

M. A. S. Riach 

By the death of M. A. S. Riach, at the early age of 37, the Society lost one 
of its most brilliant Fellows. Mr. Riach was handicapped for many years by 
illness, and unable to leave such a mark on aviation which he otherwise un
doubtedly would have done. 

Mr. Riach was the eldest son of Colonel M. S. Riach, and was educated at 
Wellington College and the Armstrong Engineering College, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
From his earliest days he took a great interest in aeronautics. After a short 
course at the London Polytechnic he was apprenticed to the late Mr. Holt Thomas 
and prior to and during the W a r he was concerned with the design of propellers 
with Mr. Grahame White . Afterwards, at the Air Ministry, he was concerned 
with Mr. Louis Brennan in the design of the latter 's helicopter. Mr. Riach 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0368393100138799 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0368393100138799



