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Le desun d'un patient auemt <l'un processus ~menticl &!pcnd de

I'e~p<es$.on er de I'l!voluuon de phl!nom~nes pathologiquesll'ongme de la

demenee ellou qUI y sonl associes.
Au COUts des processusa1z.helmeriens.la penseeconnail unerl!grcsslOlI

rormelleellopiquc lorsque la secondansauondl!r3lIle. La m~taphonsation

devientcaholiqueet mel en questionI'emcaci~ symboliquedes
psychotherapies, N~moins, ll'inll!neur d'ulle Ih~ne du suJelqUI ouvre

en lui l'autre scene des foncuons presymbohques, Ie lhl!rapeule peut servrr

d'l!tayage pour rearrimer Ie sl!mlotique.
Pareontre, des I&ionsdes lobes rrontauxentralnent un tableaudoni un

elementmajeur voire pn!dominanl est un changementradical VIS-l-VIS de

I'l!thique. avec I'apparilionde conduitesrl!prl!hens.bles et l'incapecrte de

conooler les pulsions. Cosanomaliescoouastent avec laconservauondu

mveauintellcclucl.des C3pac1l& logiqueser iechmques.

A partir d'une pratique clinique, nous essayeronsd'entrevoir les

implicationsdes modificauoesde ml!taphorisation sur I'espace

Ihl!rapeutique.
O'autrepart. nOIlS a.pprehenderons la multiphC1~ du quesuonnement

l!!h.que dans la cfiniquedifferentielledes demeoces.
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POSTIRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER AND EGO DEFENSE
MECHANISMS

P. Birmes. P.-A. Delpha, P. Cadilhac, S. Calahan, H. Sztulman, L.
Schmitt, Psychiatric Service, CJI.U. Purpan, Hopital Casselardit,
Placedu Docttur Baylac.Toulouse, France.

The pwpose of this sludy is to examine the Ego defense mechanisms
predicting the development of posttraumatic stress disorder. Victims
of traumatic events were recruited from a general university hsopltal,
23 participants completed the Impact of Event Scale of Hcrowitz, 8
were diagnosed as PTSD as compared 10 IS not considered as PTSO.
All the subjects completed the Defense Style Questionnaire 40
(Andrews et al.) in order 10 appreciate the different mechanisms
ranked in three levels: mature, neurotic and immature. Among PTSD
subjects reaction formation appears significantly higher from non
PTSO subjects. Reaction (ormation is included in neurotic defenses.
All other mechanisms. suppression, denial and acting out did not
difrer. These findings suggest that Ego defense mechanisms are
indicative of risk (or the development o( posttraumatic symptoms.
Further sludies are indicated in order 10check the impact o( childbood
or adolescent traumatisms in the prediction of PTSD.

The author's concern is 10 discuss a struetwal and dynamic
understandingof schizophrenia. Her badr.ground is GUnlerAmmon' s
Dynamic-Psychiatric undenanding of man,from wbich understanding
of disease andhealth, the model of personalityand the group-dynamic
theory o( developmenl arc derived. G. Anunon's basic understanding
(or a development of schizophrenia isconnectedwith an unsuccessful
de.sym~iotizalion ~n the p~-<lCdipal st.-gewithin a group-dynamically
and social-energetlcally disturbed pnmary group. This leads to a
developmental arrest In eermsof struClUte it leads 10 a"hole in the
ego" in the sense of partially disintegrated personality structure
"filled" by various symptoms, Severe early disturbances in huma~
structure prevent adequate coping with the oedipus complex, coming
up later, The therapeutic consequence of this consideration leads 10
the assumption that successful therapy of schizophrenia involves a
retrieval of identity in the process of giving up early symbiotic
capacity andstrengthens the capacity of integrationand regulation of
the patient's personalitystrucmre (humanstructure). For this view In
integrating, group-dynamic and constructive socialenergetic field of
treatment is necessary into wbich not only verbal but also non-verbal
methods of therapy arc integrated. Some essentials of treatment of
schizophrenia in this sense arc demonstrated by the luthor with
inpatient therapy o( psychoses in the Dynamic.Psychiatric HospitAl
Mentcrschwaige in MUnchen given IS example.
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