
Galileo Galilei
Here are two thoughtfully constructed essays which in different ways place
Galileo at the centre of their accounts of the evolution of science. Professor
Wallace, as a philosopher and accomplished physicist, historian and Latin
paleographer, traces the intellectual terrain upon which Galileo's thought
was built, while Maurice Finocchiaro sees the thinker himself as an intellec-
tual springboard and draws fresh conclusions from Galileo's reasoning
about logic and scientific method.
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Essays on Medieval and Sixteenth-Century Sources of Galileo's Thought

by

WILLIAM A.WALLACE
School of Philosophy, The Catholic University of America, Washington, D.C.

Prelude to Galileo provides the first fully documented account of the
transition from late medieval to early modern science as portrayed in
Galileo's writings. Professor Wallace's intensive examination of Galileo's
Latin notebooks and his discovery of the sixteenth-century manuscript
sources on which the latter were based have enabled him to break the
impasse encountered in previous speculation about Galileo's precursors.
He shows how Galileo's thought developed in a context favorable to the
emergence of a new science of motion.
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GALILEO AND THE ART OF REASONING

Rhetorical Foundations of Logic and Scientific Method

by

MAURICE A. FINOCCHIARO

Dept. of Philosophy, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, U.S.A.

Finocchiaro presents a detailed, analytic commentary on'Galileo's writings,
and elaborates upon them in an imaginative fashion in order to offer a
highly original interpretation of the foundations of logic and scientific
method. A striking feature of the work is that its three themes (Galileo,
logic, and scientific method) are not merely juxtaposed but effectively
combined.
'The essay is a milestone in the treatment of Galileo'. - Paul Feyerabend
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BSHS Monographs
THE British Society for the History of Science is publishing a
monograph series of extended scholarly studies which further the
discipline of history of science. The series is self-financing and non-
profit making, and aims to make studies available at the lowest cost
compatible with proper presentation. All subjects within the broad
field of history of science will be considered. The length of
monographs should be between 40,000 and 100,000 words.

All inquiries concerning editorial matters, and suggestions for
possible monographs, should be addressed to the Series Editor,

Roger Smith, Department of History, University of Lancaster,
Bailrigg, Lancaster LAI 4YW, England.

Orders for monographs should be addressed to
The Administrator, The British Society for the History of
Science, Halfpenny Furze, Mill Lane, Chalfont St Giles, Bucks
HP8 4NR, England.

Postage is included in the monograph price, but orders must be
prepaid. (Please add the equivalent of £0.60 to foreign cheques to
cover the additional bank charges involved.) Alternatively, orders
may be placed with any bookshop. Monographs are available to
members of BSHS at 25% discount, cash with order, direct from
The Administrator only.

1. Images of the earth: essays in the history of the environmental sciences,
edited by L. J. Jordanova and Roy Porter, June 1979, pp. xx+282,
with 10 plates. £5.95 (£4.40 to members).

2. The letters of Georges Cuvier: A summary calendar of the manuscript and
printed materials preserved in Europe, the United States of America, and
Australasia, edited by Dorinda Outram, January 1980, pp. iv+102.
£3.90 (£2.90 to members).

Further titles are in preparation.
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The British Society for the
History of Science

LIKE the discipline which it represents, the British Society tor the History of Science has grown con-
siderably since its foundation in 1947. The object of the Society is to further the discipline in all
possible ways, particularly by holding meetings for the reading and discussion of papers, and by
publication of relevant material. The Society offers a forum tor all who have an interest in the history
of science; although it is based in Britain, its membership is international. It welcomes applications
tor membership from students as well as established scholars, and from non-specialists as well as
professional historians of Science.

Membership of the Society, which includes a subscription to The British journal Jor the history of
science, is open to all persons approved by the Council of the Society and elected at an ordinary
meeting (formalities required by the UK Companies Act). The annual subscription is £11.00 (US
$28.00 in the Americas, Canada, and Japan) or, for students, £4.00 ($11.00).

Applications for membership should be made on a form which is available from the Society's
Administrator at the address below.

Meetings: The Society mounts an ambitious programme of meetings. The pattern is flexible, the
only hxture being the three-day summer meeting, held at a different British University or polytechnic
each year. About tour other meetings, lasting tor between one and three days, are held during the
year, sometimes devoted to a clearly-defined theme or an important anniversary, and often arranged
in conjunction with other scholarly societies.

The British journal for the history of science is the official organ of the Society. It is published
three times a year, in March, July, and November, and the three parts constitute a volume. Articles
and reviews range over all aspects of the history of science, and many are interdisciplinary in
character, encompassing social and economic history, the philosophy and sociology of science, the
history of technology, and the relations between science and theology. Contributions from members
and non-members are welcomed alike.

Editorial matters: papers for inclusion in the Journal should be submitted to the Editor, Dr
Nicholas Fisher, Department of History and Philosophy of Science, King's College, Aberdeen
AB9 2UB, Scotland, from whom instructions may be obtained concerning the presentation and
documentation of papers. All correspondence on the contents of the Journal should be addressed to
the Editor.

Books for review should be sent to the Reviews Editor, Drjohn R. Durant, Department of Extra-
Mural Studies, University College of Swansea, 6 Uplands Terrace, Swansea SA2 0GU, West
Glamorgan, South Wales.

Advertising: Particulars about advertising in the Journal may be obtained from the Society's
Administrator.

Orders and back issues: orders for the Journal and inquiries about back issues should be
addressed to the Administrator. Claims for missing copies should be made within six months of
publication. The annual subscription for non-members is £18.00 ($50.00).

Other publications: BSHS Monograph Series is designed to allow the publication of
monographic studies in the history of science quickly and cheaply. All correspondence on the subject
of monographs, and any new suggestions for titles, should be sent to the Series Editor, Dr Roger
Smith, Department of History, University of Lancaster, Bailrigg, Lancaster LAI 4YG, England.
Monographs are available to members at a discount of 25%, post-free from the Society's
Administrator. Non-members may obtain them through bookshops, or post-free from the
Administrator. Now available:
1. Images of the earth: essays in the history oj the environmental sciences. Ed. by L. J . Jordanova and R.
Porter. 1979. £5.95 (£4.40 to members).
2. The letters oj Georges Cuvier: a summary calendar. Ed. by Dorinda Outram. 1980. £3.90 (£2.90 to
members).

List of theses: Every December, the Society publishes a full list of current theses in history of
science in British universities. This is available free to members, and at a small charge to non-
members on request to the Administrator. Standing orders are accepted from members or non-
members who wish to receive the list regularly.

All the administrative business of the Society is handled by
The Administrator, The British Society for the History of Science, Halfpenny Furze, Mill Lane,
Chalfont St Giles, Bucks HP8 4NR, England.
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