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A r e v i s i o n i s made of the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n scheme of p l a n e t a r y 

nebulae proposed by Peimbert ( 1 9 7 8 ) , tak ing in to account the observed 

heavy-e lement abundances and r a d i a l abundance g r a d i e n t s (Faundez-Abans 

and M a c i e l , 1986; 1987a) . A s u b d i v i s i o n i s proposed of type I I PN 

i n t o the subtypes a_ and b , accord ing to t h e i r n i t r o g e n abundances 

r e l a t i v e to hydrogen (Faundez-Abans and M a c i e l , 1987b) . Type I I a PN 

show a h i g h e r enrichment in n i t r o g e n than type I I b , which presen t a 

n i t r o g e n abundance c l o s e to the v a l u e of p o p u l a t i o n I o b j e c t s and a 

r a d i a l N/H g r a d i e n t as w e l l . 
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