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ciency of these organic PV cells, the
researchers found “that materials choice
is an important route to cell optimiza-
tion.” Hence, not only has efficiency been
improved, but also the understanding of
these devices.

PAMELA JOHNSON

The Femtosecond Transient
Absorption Signal of UV-Grade
Fused Silica Contains Third- and
Fifth-Order Nonlinearities

Femtosecond transient absorption
pump-probe spectroscopy and numerical
simulations show interference between
the third- and fifth-order nonlinear sus-
ceptibilities (χ(3), χ(5)) of ultraviolet (UV)-
grade fused silica. Katrin Ekvall of the
Royal Institute of Technology in
Stockholm and Cecilia Lundevall and
Peter van der Meulen of Stockholm
University have obtained values for the
second-order nonlinear refractive index
and the three-photon absorption (3 PA)
coefficient from χ(5). 

As reported in the June 15 issue of Optics
Letters, a compact Ti:sapphire amplified fs
laser system produced ~850 µJ, 160 fs
pulses centered at 775 nm. A 0.2-mm-thick
Type I β-barium borate second-harmonic
generation crystal frequency doubled the
fundamental pulse to produce a pump
pulse with λ=387.5 nm. 

White light continuum probe and ref-
erence pulses were obtained by focusing
a small fraction of the fundamental pulse
in a thin rotating fused-silica plate. Both
the third- and fifth-order material
responses produce large signals in the
detected region. 

The intensity of the pump pulse was
varied from 90 to 160, 210, and 270
GW/cm2 by rotating a zero-order half-
wave plate in front of the β-barium
borate crystal.

At the lowest intensity, the transient
absorption signal was W-shaped. At
higher intensities the curve developed an
extra dip and the signal increased. The
researchers describe the signal as a super-
position of three contributions: the real
part of χ(3), dominant at the lowest inten-
sity; a similarly shaped effect with oppo-
site sign from the real part of χ(5), which
produces the dip at higher intensities;
and the imaginary part of χ(5), corre-
sponding to 3 PA. 

The researchers numerically solved the
probe propagation equation in the pres-
ence of third- and fifth-order nonlinearities,
obtaining the probe amplitude after prop-
agation through the sample. They calculat-
ed the pump-probe signal as a function of
probe wavelength and the delay time
between the pump and the probe. 

A comparison with the experiment gave
the real and imaginary parts of χ(5). The
real part is -5.1(±0.7) × 10-41 m4/V4, which
gives for the second order nonlinear refrac-
tive index -3.3(±0.4) × 10-41 m4/V4. The
error is due to the uncertainty in pump
intensity. The imaginary part of χ(5) is
2.1(±0.3) × 10-41 m4/V4, which gives for the
3 PA coefficient 5.2(±0.7) × 10-29 m3/W2.
The simulations did not accurately repro-
duce the measurements at the highest
optical pump intensity, indicating the
possibility that even higher order process-
es may play a role in the nonlinear optical
response of this glass.

ELIZABETH A. SHACK

Photopatterned Films of Discotic
Liquid Crystals Demonstrate
Polarized Photoluminescence

The ability to control the orientation of
liquid crystals (LCs) is needed to optimize
their properties for use in display devices.
As reported in a communication for the
May issue of Chemistry of Materials, in a col-
laborative effort led by Kunihiro Ichimura
of the Tokyo Institute of Technology,
researchers used a micropatterned film of
discotic liquid crystals (DLCs) to demon-
strate the first observation of their polar-
ized photoluminescence (PL).

To date, research in the field of DLCs
trails that of calamitic liquid crystals
(CLCs) due to the relative difficulties of
assembling well-defined DLCs. This is
due to the high viscosity of DLCs, and
their high mesophase temperatures. To
overcome these obstacles, the researchers
first assembled a thin film that aided ori-
entation, followed by a heating method
which aided in the ordering of the liquid
crystals (DLCs).

The researchers first assembled a thin
film (25 nm) by spin-coating a 1.0 wt%
solution of poly[4-(4-cyanophenylazo)
phenoxyl methacrylate] (A) on a silica
plate. This thin film was then subjected to
nonpolarized 436-nm light of 3.0 J cm-2

fluence with an angle of 45°, which
induced photodichroism. Annealing A at
240°C for 30 minutes then enhanced the
anisotropy of the film. Micropatterning of
the DLCs was achieved by photoirrada-
tion through a photomask upon A before
the addition of DLCs.

This prepared film aided in the organ-
ized assembling of the DLCs. Next, two
DLCs were spin-cast onto the thin film A:
both pentakis[(4-alkylphenyl)ethyl]ben-
zene derivatives, labeled as DLC-1 and
DLC-2. The films were heated and super-
cooled, which preserved and aided in the
orientation of both DLC-1 and DLC-2. A
study of the three-dimensional orienta-
tion revealed that both DLCs have

homeotropic alignments, with angles of
70° from the surface A. This was demon-
strated by monitoring the azimuthal
retardation as a function of the angle of
incidence of the probe light, which yield-
ed asymmetrical plots.

To further probe the alignment of the
DLC films, PL measurements illustrated
the outermost DLCs’ alignment at a
microscopic level. This alignment was
found to be an opposite tilt to the actinic
light propagation. When DLC-1/A was
irradiated under nonpolarized 340-nm
excitation at 20° to the surface normal,
distinct s-polarized, and p-polarized PL
absorbances were demonstrated. Both
intensity peaks were at ~460 nm, despite
the nonpolarized excitation. The s-polar-
ized/p-polarized intensity ratio was ~3.
These results show that the 3D ordering
of the preliminary A film was transferred
to the DLCs’ surface.

Also included in this report is an image
of the micropatterned DLC films under
PL, demonstrating both s-polarized and
p-polarized PL, while visually demon-
strating the propensity for applications in
display devices. These DLCs were shown
to be stable in ambient conditions for
greater than six months. This communi-
cation demonstrates an investigation into
the orientation of DLCs via PL, and a
possible fabrication technique that results
in better control of such orientation.
Better orientational control of DLCs will
enhance the performance of DLC-based
devices such as thin film displays. 

MATHEW M. MAYE

SrTiO3 Single Crystals Achieve 
8% Plastic Strain When Tested in
Compression at Room Temperature

Ceramic oxides tend to fail mainly
by brittle fracture at ambient or low-
temperatures, due to the ionic and cova-
lent nature of the atomic bonding.
However, a group of researchers from the
Max Planck Institute in Stuttgart has
obtained plastic deformation in compres-
sion from SrTiO3, a ceramic oxide with a
perovskite structure. The researchers
observed a ductile–brittle–ductile transi-
tion when testing in a range of tempera-
tures from 78 K to 1800 K, as reported in
the May issue of the Journal of the American
Ceramic Society. The samples were ductile
in the temperature ranges from 78 K to
1050 K and between 1500 and 1800 K, and
brittle between 1050 K and 1500 K.

In order to gather basic information
about the nature of the deformation mech-
anism on this material, the researchers
tested single crystals of SrTiO3 oriented
with the 〈001〉 axis parallel to the compres-
sion axis. Tests were conducted in air
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