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How can the return of reactionary forms of 
nationalism in Europe be thwarted? Th eir rise, 
unprecedented since the Second World War, has 
left liberal parties in a stupor. Meanwhile social-
ism, which until recently provided the basis for 
the progressive camp, is being shaken to its core 
like seldom before in its history. Th e three studies 
brought together in this book seek to reexamine 
the twin problems of nationalist hegemony and 
the crisis of socialism from their beginnings. Th is 
task entails redefi ning socialism in its irreducibility 
as regards other political doctrines and ideological 
currents, taking another look at the contribution 
of social sciences to politics, and envisaging the 
future of Europe through the prism of two major 
issues: education and ecology.
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Le temps des sociétés
D’Émile Durkheim à Marc Bloch

[The Time of Societies: From Émile Durkheim to Marc Bloch]

Between the time measured by physics and the 
time of our inner consciousness (explored in 
litera ture and psychoanalysis), there exists a social 
time. Th is ensemble of collective representations 
informs our relationships with time,  including 
angst about the future, the reawakening of memo-
ries, and the end of grand narratives. Two major 
dimensions of this time specifi c to societies must 
be taken into account: the questioning of progress 
as a way of organizing history and the explana-
tion of individual action though social issues or 
mentalities. Drawing on about twenty archival 
collections, this work off ers a fresh perspective 
on some of the major intellectual fi gures of the 
20th century, such as Émile Durkheim, Marcel 
Mauss, Maurice Halbwachs, Lucien Lévy-Bruhl, 
Lucien Febvre and Marc Bloch.
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