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Friern Hospital based on a multi-user Unix operating
machine and it would be desirable to have compatibility
with other Friern user districts. The system will provide
ongoing evaluation of the developments within the
community.
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Videotape Reviews
War Neurosis: Netley and Scale Hall 1917-18 (UK. black
and white, 1917,26mins)

Although this filmissilent it is wellsub-titled and is one of
the earliest examples of psychiatric clinical recording on
film. It was professionally made and very well photo
graphed for the period. After 70 years its condition is prob
ably more presentable than some contemporary videotape
recordings will be in 2025.

It shows various tics, spasms, hysterical paralyses and
abnormalities of gait in service personnel arising from the
stress of war. One patient constantly responded to the word
'bomb' by diving under the bed. Responses to treatment,
which largely consisted of suggestion and 're-education',
are shown, one case of monoplegia being 'cured' in just 15
minutes! Aspects of occupational therapy, including farm
work, are illustrated and the filmends with a battle sequence
acted and produced by the patients themselvesâ€”oneof the
earliest examples of psychodrama.

This unique archival material givesa valuable perspective
on the evolution of psychiatry in the 20th century. The early
concept of 'shell shock' becomes more understandable and
there are illuminating glimpses of hospital beds, contem
porary clothing and the discipline of the period. This film is
one of many of psychiatric interest in the British National
Film Archive.

Production: PathÃ©FrÃ¨res.Format: VHS. Distribution:
Available through the College. (Jane Boyce)

T. L. PlLKlNGTON
University of Leeds

Neuropsychiatry 1943(UK, black and white, 1943,21 mins)
This film was made in the war-time documentary style

and shows the treatment of neuroses in an EMS hospital.
Although mainly for service personnel, civilians and
children were also accepted.

The admission procedure is first shown, followed by
medical examinations and extensive psychological testing,
upon which there is considerable emphasis. The commen
tary is illuminating: "The psychologists co-operate closely
with the psychiatrists", and "The social workers are there
to assist the doctors". The traditional model persists, to
the extent that the Medical Superintendent (casually
smoking a cigarette) seeseach patient and then allocates an
appropriate doctor or therapist.

Physical methods of treatment are shown in detailâ€”
continuous narcosis, modified insulin, unmodified ECT,
I.V. barbiturate relaxationâ€”and the programme of
"remedial training", including OT. art therapy and the
weekly hospital dance, is illustrated.

11isdifficult to identify the intended audience for this film;
the assertive commentary suggests a general one, but the
identifiable patients and demonstrations of, for example,
ECT. would seem to exclude this, even in war-time. How
ever, it offers an illuminating glimpse of the emphasis and
priorities at the time, when psychiatry was on the verge of
the post-war explosion in physical methods of treatment.

Production; Spectator Films for the British Council.
Director: Basil Wright. Source: National Film Archive.
Format: VHS. Distrihution: Available through the College.
(Jane Boyce)

T. L. PILKINGTON
University of Leeds
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