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On the cover: On the cover: In “The Food of Our Youth,” originally published as the cover 
of the September 21, 1881, issue of Puck magazine, a young boy clutches a rifle, six-shooter, and 
bowie knife while he rocks in a cradle labeled “Infant Indian Exterminators” and sucks from an 
oversized bottle filled with dime novels. Clearly, at least some Gilded Age Americans were con-
cerned with the pabulum their youngsters were ingesting. As Brian Rouleau shows in this issue, 
however, young Americans were not just consumers of such reading material—rather, they were 
also amateur writers who used portable, tabletop presses to produce a “pint-sized public sphere” 
where they wrote and disseminated their own stories of settler colonialism and frontier violence.  
Keppler, Joseph Ferdinand, Artist. The food of our youth / J.K., 1881. N.Y.: Published by Keppler 
& Schwarzmann. Photograph. https://www.loc.gov/item/2012647286/.
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