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Hypatia (Hy-pay-sha) was an Egyptian woman philosopher,
mathematician, and astronomer who lived in Alexandria from
her birth in about 370 A.D. until her death in 415. She was
the leader of the Neoplatonic School in Alexandria and was
famous as an ecloquent and inspiring teacher. The journal
Hypatia is named in honor of this foresister. Her name reminds
us that although many of us are the first women philosophers

in our schools, we are not, after all, the first in history.

Hypatia has its roots in the Society for Women in Philosophy,
many of whose members have for years envisioned a regular
publication devoted to feminist philosophy. Hypatia is the
realization of that vision; it is intended to encourage and

communicate many different kinds of feminist philosophy.

https://doi.org/10.1017/50887536700032475 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0887536700032475

