
Is the Bangladesh Paradox Sustainable?

Bangladesh is widely seen as a ‘paradox’. Over the last quarter of a cen-
tury, it has maintained economic growth and has outperformed many 
countries on social indicators while scoring very low on the quality of 
governance. Moreover, its economic progress does not seem to indicate 
significant improvement in comparative institutional indicators. Is the 
Bangladesh Paradox Sustainable? thus examines whether such a para-
doxical combination can be sustained in the long run if growth contin-
ues with no improvement in the quality of institutions. It argues that 
although Bangladesh has become the second largest world exporter in 
the garments, export diversification is needed, both within and outside 
the garment sector, if it is to maintain its development pace. Based on 
a thorough account of the country’s economic, social, and political 
development, this companion volume analyses Bangladesh’s critical 
institutional issues in relation with development-sensitive areas such 
as the garment sector, banking, taxation, land management, the judi-
ciary, and education. This title is also available as Open Access on 
Cambridge Core.
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The Institutional Diagnostic Project

A suite of case-study monographs emerging from a large research program on the role of 
institutions in the economics, and the political economy of development in low- income 
countries, supported by a synthesis volume of the original case studies. This program 
was funded by the United Kingdom’s Foreign and Commonwealth  Development Office 
during a period of six years, during which program researchers had regular interactions 
with its staff, either directly or through Oxford Policy Management (the lead managing 
organisation).
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