
Notes on contributors

Rod Adam has had a lifetime involvement with the Boys’ Brigade in Queensland
for more than sixty years. He has followed in the steps of his father who, after
World War II, was instrumental in the development of the Boys’ Brigade. At a state
organisational level, Rod has been involved with program development and leader
training, and he has served seven years as state president. rodadam72@gmail.com

Sally Baisden is Emergency Services Cadets Program Manager with the Queens-
land Police Citizens Youth Welfare Association (PCYC), where she has worked
for eleven years in a variety of roles. She holds a Bachelor of Education (Pri-
mary) and a Bachelor of Human Services majoring in Child and Family Studies.
sally.baisden@pcyc.org.au

Frank Bongiorno is Professor of History at the Australian National University and
the author of The Sex Lives of Australians: A History (2012) and The Eighties: The
Decade That Transformed Australia (2015). frank.bongiorno@anu.edu.au

Melissa Bull is Associate Professor in the School of Criminology and Criminal
Justice at Griffith University. Her research interests include illicit drug regulation,
justice responses for drug-related offenders, punishment practices and community
policing in culturally and linguistically diverse communities. m.bull@griffith.edu.au

Barry Checkoway is Professor of Social Work at the School of Social Work, Univer-
sity of Michigan. He worked with the White House in 1990 to launch AmeriCorps,
then served as founding director of the Michigan Neighbourhood AmeriCorps Pro-
gram, Edward Ginsberg Center for Community Service and Learning, Michigan
Youth and Community Program and Youth Dialogues on Race and Ethnicity. His
research covers the themes of community organisation, community development,
neighbourhood development, community-based policy advocacy, participatory re-
search, youth empowerment and evaluation. barrych@mich.edu

Marion Diamond is an Honorary Associate Professor in the School of Historical
and Philosophical Inquiry at the University of Queensland. Among her books are
Ben Boyd of Boydtown (1995) and Emigration and Empire: A Life of Maria S. Rye
(1999). She has a particular interest in biography. m.diamond@uq.edu.au

Eoin Dolan is a youth project worker with Foróige in Galway City, working with
socially disadvantaged youth from the Eastside area. With nearly ten years’ experi-
ence developing programs for young people, Eoin combines his professional experi-
ence of music and sound engineering to create youth-led musical environments for
young people to engage in all aspects of creative disciplines in music practice, such as
recording, songwriting, performing and sound engineering. eoin.dolan@foroige.ie
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Robyn Gibbs was the State Learning and Development Manager of Girl Guides
Queensland and an active member of the Girl Guides Australia Learning and De-
velopment Committee for four years, ending her term in mid-2016. She has held
numerous positions within the organisation at both the state and national levels,
and has represented Girl Guides Australia at international seminars, forums and
conferences on leadership, adult training and development, and the implementation
of programs to ignite social change. kuliar.rg@gmail.com

Philippa Hawke is currently a Senior Researcher at yourtown. She has managed
mental health and youth-oriented services in the public and not-for-profit sectors
over the past 25 years, and combines extensive social service performance monitor-
ing and evaluation experience with clinical expertise training and supervising Kids
Helpline telephone and online counsellors. Philippa’s expertise in using technology
to reach at-risk young people, and using data to build knowledge and improve
child helplines and youth-oriented services has been sought at the national and
international levels. philippa@kidshelp.com.au

Jen Hesnan is coordinator for the national creative education program TechSpace
with Camara Ireland. She specialises in developing arts programs for community
organisations. Jen works on developing and delivering training and participatory
arts programs in digital media, STEAM technology and music with young people
and educators from Ireland, Scotland and Colombia. She is a co-founder of the
SoundSurfers youth music program. jen.hesnan@techspace.ie

Ross Homel AO is Foundation Professor of Criminology at Griffith University.
In the early 2000s, Ross helped to establish the Australian Research Alliance for
Children and Youth and its associated ARC research network. He has published
three monographs and six edited books, as well as more than 150 peer-reviewed
papers and numerous high-impact government reports. Ross has won many awards
for his research on the prevention of crime, violence and injuries, and the promotion
of positive development and wellbeing for children and young people in socially
disadvantaged communities. r.homel@griffith.edu.au

Chris Howell MSc CPCC ORSCC FRSA is a team and leadership coach at People
Systems Thinking Ltd, working in association with selected international training
and coaching organisations to deliver smooth organisation transformations. He
has over thirty years’ organisation change experience and an academic background
in psychology, organisation development and neuro-linguistics. chrishowell-
001@gmail.com

Ray Kerkhove is a research fellow at Griffith University’s Harry Gentle Resource
Centre. Ray specialises in nineteenth-century Aboriginal history and culture, mostly
in southern Queensland. He has worked for over thirty years with Aboriginal com-
munities on their historical and cultural projects. He recently authored Aboriginal
Campsites of Greater Brisbane (2016). raykerkhove@gmail.com

Anna Lund is Associate Professor in Sociology at Linnaeus University, Sweden. Her
research focuses on gender, multicultural incorporation, opportunity structures for
youth and learning processes. She has published articles in Gender and Education,
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Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power, Ethnography and the American
Journal of Cultural Sociology. She is also a faculty fellow at the Center for Cultural
Sociology (CCS) at Yale University. anna.lund@lnu.se

Kevin Mehmet MBE has been involved with the Air Cadet Organisation through
1475 (Dulwich) Squadron ATC since he was fourteen years old. Squadron Leader
Mehmet was commissioned as an officer in the RAF Volunteer Reserve (Train-
ing Branch) in 1980 and in 1984 became the unit’s Commanding Officer until
November 2015. He developed the Leadership and Personal Development Course
to prepare Cadet NCOs to carry out their duties more effectively. Kevin Mehmet is
now the chairman of the unit’s committee (Trustees) and still involved in delivering
leadership training. dulwichaircadets@yahoo.com

Marion Minis works as project manager and trainer on social (inclusion) pro-
grams at Criss Cross Consultancy in Rotterdam. These programs include arts and
sports as means to reach out to, and empower, vulnerable groups: youth, adults
and the elderly. As an expert on ‘social policy and inclusion’, she participated at
the European Citizen Consultation (ECC) and has chaired Graduate Women In-
ternational’s (GWI) ‘Status of Women Committee’ working (bottom up) on the
program and content of GWI, and initiated a working group to develop an e-
toolkit, ‘Education & Human Rights’, to facilitate GWI’s worldwide membership.
marion.minis@crisscross.cc

Denis O’Brien is the National Volunteer Development Manager for Foróige, one
of Ireland’s largest voluntary youth organisations, with more than 5,300 adult
volunteers. Founded in 1952, Foróige aims to involve young people in their own
development and in that of the community. Denis holds both Bachelors and Mas-
ters degrees in Youth and Community Studies from Brunel University in Lon-
don. He is currently the Vice President of the National Youth Council of Ireland.
denis.obrien@foroige.ie

David Osgarby is an MPhil candidate at the University of Queensland, currently
focusing on the documentation and description of two languages of the Northern
Territory of Australia: Ngarnka and Mudburra. He has also worked in Aurukun
(Cape York Peninsula) with speakers of Wik-Mungkan, producing language and
literacy development materials. d.osgarby@uq.edu.au

Kathryn Seymour is an Adjunct Research Fellow at the Griffith Criminology In-
stitute, Griffith University. She is also now working as a Senior Researcher at
yourtown in Brisbane. Her recent PhD and postdoctoral work has focused on the
Queensland Youth Development Research Project. She has published on gambling
and homelessness, Indigenous education and informal education, youth research
methodology and youth program good practices. k.seymour@griffith.edu.au

Jennifer Skattebol is a Senior Research Fellow at the Social Policy Research Centre,
University of New South Wales. Her research explores issues of economic inequality
and how they are experienced by children, young people and their families. She is
currently working on a longitudinal biographical investigation of young people
using multiple service systems. j.skattebol@unsw.edu.au
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Karen Struthers is a Research Fellow at Griffith University and a consultant. In
a career spanning work in non-government organisations, government and re-
search, Karen has promoted gender equality and end violence against women.
In her previous role as a Member of Parliament and state government minister,
Karen contributed through the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) to
the landmark National Plan to Reduce Violence Against Women and Children.
k.struthers@griffith.edu.au

Mats Trondman is Professor in Cultural Sociology at the Department of Cul-
tural Sciences, Linnaeus University, Sweden. He is currently a Guest Professor in
Childhood and Youth Studies at Stockholm University. Trondman’s theoretically
engaged empirical research is concerned with multifarious aspects of childhood and
youth culture, focusing on areas such as education, schooling, sports, and the arts.
mats.trondman@lnu.se

Corrie Williams is a PhD candidate in the School of Criminology and Criminal
Justice at Griffith University. Corrie’s thesis examines the cumulative risk related to
coercive interactions and the protective role of social support from early childhood
to early adolescence. corrie.williams@griffithuni.edu.au

Grace Williams is the Youth Coordinator of R4Respect, YFS Ltd. Grace has worked
professionally in television and print media, communications and ministerial ad-
viser roles in government. She is an advocate for gender equality and works to
promote young women’s participation in policy-making and other leadership roles.
gracew@yfs.org.au

Dean Williamson has been a youth work practitioner for over ten years. His
experience ranges from coordinating youth mentoring programs through com-
munity development and youth recreation to intensive coaching and support of
high-needs families. He is currently employed at Youth Action as Sector Support
Manager, responsible for the development of the youth sector in New South Wales.
dean@youthaction.org.au

Tyson Whitten is a PhD candidate in the School of Criminology and Criminal
Justice at Griffith University. His thesis focuses on examining the conceptual, the-
oretical and empirical aspects pertaining to persistent antisocial behaviour and
offending. tyson.whitten@griffithuni.edu.au

Paul Wright is a Brisbane-based independent researcher who worked in the commu-
nity services sector for 28 years until 2012, mostly in youth services — shelters and
peak groups, as well as network/peer learning support and youth crime-prevention
services. While he was manager of Impact, a youth crime prevention service, he
partnered with Griffith University to implement the Youth Development Research
Project. p.wright@griffith.edu.au
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