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Aims. This systematic review aimed to quantify the prevalence of
substance use among female sex workers (FSWs) in low- and
middle-income countries (LMICs).
Methods. Design: The review protocol was registered with
PROSPERO (CRD42021242048). We searched Ovid, PubMed
and Web of Science databases for peer-reviewed, quantitative
studies from inception to 6th March 2023. Study designs
included: cross-sectional, case–control, cohort study, case series
analysis, or experimental studies. Study quality was assessed
using the Centre for Evidence-Based Management (CEBM)
Critical Appraisal Tool.

Setting: FSWs in LMICs.
Participants/Inclusion criteria: any measure of prevalence or

incidence of substance use (not alcohol or tobacco) among
FSWs aged 18+ years.

Measurements: A narrative synthesis was conducted across all
studies meeting the inclusion criteria. Pooled prevalence estimates
for ‘ever’ and ‘recent’ drug use were calculated using a random
effects model.
Results. 3135 papers were identified; 161 papers reporting on
102 studies with 167,333 FSWs from 39 LMICs met the inclu-
sion criteria. 26 studies scored high, 61 scored moderate, and
15 scored in the lower quality range. Only 4/102 studies used
a validated measurement tool to assess levels of substance use
dependence. The mean age of study participants was 28.9
years (SD 7.7). The pooled prevalence for recent (past month
to past year) substance use among FSWs in LMICs is: illicit
drug use 29% (95% CI: 14–34%), cannabis 20% (95% CI: 8–
30%), cocaine 21% (95% CI: 9–32%), amphetamine type stimu-
lants 19% (95% CI: 12–26%), opioids 8% (95% CI: 4–12%),
sedatives and sleeping pills 6% (95% CI: 0–12%), inhalants 4%
(95% CI: –4–12%), hallucinogens 0% (95% CI: 0–0%), and
recent drug use during sex work 42% (95% CI: 15%–68%).
Only 5/102 studies reported a substance use intervention. Key
study limitations include the lack of a validated measurement
tool by most studies (96%) meaning it was not possible to dis-
tinguish between any drug use vs. harmful drug use. The crim-
inalisation of drug use may have led to under-reporting and an
underestimate of true substance use prevalences.
Conclusion. FSWs in LMICs report a high prevalence of recent
drug use – including during sex work – with cannabis, cocaine
and amphetamine type stimulants the most commonly used.
There is an urgent need for effective low-cost substance use
interventions. Future studies should use validated substance-use
measurement tools to assess the burden of substance use
disorders.
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Aims. The aim of this systematic review is to identify and describe
the experiences, barriers and provision of post-diagnostic
support in UK rural areas; from the perspective of people living
with dementia, healthcare professionals and informal family
caregivers.

Background.
People living with dementia in rural areas experience numerous
barriers to accessing post-diagnostic support.

Methods.

Systematic Review.
Systematic searches will be conducted in the following databases;
SCOPUS, PubMed, PsychINFO and CINAHL Plus. Systematic
review tool Rayyan.ai will be used to screen titles and abstracts,
prior to full-text review. Following data extraction, The Critical
Appraisal Skills Programme (CASP) tool will be used to appraise
the quality of studies and assess risk of bias. The data will be
deductively analysed through the lens of the Candidacy
Framework’s 6 dimensions, with a secondary inductive analysis
capturing any themes that fall outside of the framework.
Results. 242 papers have been screened by first and second
reviewer. 15 papers included. Papers still being analysed for full
review. Will be complete by March 2024.
Conclusion. This systematic review will help improve under-
standing of the rural barriers and experiences of post-diagnostic
support, and allow researchers and stakeholders to develop and
optimise specially tailored dementia interventions in line with
the needs of people residing in UK rural communities.
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Aims.

1. To study the neural correlates of OCD using functional MRI.
2. To compare the neural correlates of the pure washer dimension

of OCD with other dimensions of OCD and healthy controls.
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