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RX J1713.7-3946 is a new and bright supernova remnant (SNR) in soft
X-rays discovered by Pfeffermann & Aschenbach (1996, hereafter PA 1996).
Its visual position as shown on its name is within the asterism Wei where
the AD393 guest star occured (Wang et al, 1997).

The age of RX JI713.7-3946 was estimated about two thousand years
old (PA 1996). It is nearly consistent with the explosion time of the AD393
guest star, 1.6 thousand years ago. The ASCA observation of RX J1713.7-
3946 also supports it to be a young SNR (Koyama et al. 1997).

Since the morphology of RX JI713.7-3946 is central-ring-brightened
shell-like in soft X-rays, we have reason to preferably consider it to be
a remnant of SNIb/Ic (Chen et al. 1995). The peak luminosity of SNIb/Ic
is much lower than SNIa (Nomoto et al, 1995). According to the estimated
distance of 1.1 kpc for RX JI713.7-3946 (PA 1996), the visual magnitude
of its corresponding SN is consistent with that of the AD393 guest star
described in the ancient record (Wang et al, 1997). Therefore, the SNR RX
JI713.7-3946 might be the remnant of the AD393 guest star.
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