GREECE & ROME
New Surveys in the Classics No. 26

HOMER

BY
RICHARD RUTHERFORD

PUBLISHED FOR
THE CLASSICAL ASSOCIATION
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
1996


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0533245100022197

The Classical Association is the largest classical organization in Great

Britain. It has a world-wide membership, and unites the interests of all who

value the study of the languages, literature and civilizations of Ancient

Greece and Rome. For further information contact the Hon. Treasurer, Mr

R. Wallace, B.A,, M.A,, Department of Classics, University of Keele, Keele,
Newcastle under Lyme, Staffs ST5 SBG.

Regular subscribers to Greece & Rome receive a free copy of each number

in this series. Additional copies may be obtained from the Hon. Treasurer

of the Classical Association (Mr R. Wallace, Department of Classics,
University of Keele, Keele, Newcastle under Lyme, Staffs STS 5BG).

Cover illustration: detail from a red-figure calyx krater by Euxitheos and
Euphronios, c. 515 B.C., showing Hermes with the dead Sarpedon carried
by Death and Sleep. The Metropolitan Museum of Art, bequest of Joseph
H. Durkee, gift of Darius Ogden Mills, and gift of C. Ruxton Love, by
exchange, 1972 (1972.11.10).

https://doi.org/10.1017/50533245100022197 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0533245100022197

Greece & Rome

NEW SURVEYS IN THE CLASSICS No. 26

S EIEEEEEEIEIEIE S EEEEEE S EEEEIE]

HOMER

BY
R.B.RUTHERFORD

Published for the Classical Association
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
1996

https://doi.org/10.1017/50533245100022197 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0533245100022197

Oxford University Press, Walton Street, Oxford ox2 6pp
Oxford New York Toronto
Delhi Bombay Calcutta Madras Karachi
Petaling Jaya Singapore Hong Kong Tokyo
Nairobi Dar Es Salaam Cape Toun
Melbourne Auckland
and associated companies in
Berlin Ibadan

ISSN 0017-3835
ISBN 019 922209-6

© Oxford University Press, 1996

Printed in Great Britain
by Bell and Bain Lid.,
Glasgow

https://doi.org/10.1017/50533245100022197 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0533245100022197

II

I

v

https://doi.org/10.1017/50533245100022197 Published online by Cambridge University Press

CONTENTS

Introduction: Background and problems
History, myth, poetry
Composition and transmission
Early influence and established status
Reception, ancient and modern

The hiad
Structure, characterization, themes
War and the hero
Gods and men
Choices and consequences

The Odyssey
Must a sequel be inferior?
Themes, structure, ethos
Men, women, and goddesses
Endings

Some memorable scenes

Bibliographical Note
Select Bibliography
About the author
Index

O O\NNO =

[N

30
37
44
49

58
58
61
69
74

82

105
108
113
115


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0533245100022197



