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Cover picture
Francis Bacon, Self-Portrait, 1969

Francis Bacon (1909-1992) was one of the greatest
painters of the twentieth century. His paintings are
recognised as portraying the ‘human condition’ and
what it is that makes us human. He was born in
Ireland, educated only intermittently and had a diffi-
cult relationship with his parents. He had no formal art training and was
not interested in wealth or material possessions. He is well known for paint-
ings of popes, crucifixions, and portraits of friends. There are also a large
number of self-portraits, and when asked about this he said, disingenuously:
‘all the people I want to paint have died and so I just paint myself’. This par-
ticular self-portrait was gifted by Francis Bacon to Valerie Beston, his friend
and agent. Thank you to Dr David Johnson for proposing this image and help-
ing to obtain permission to use it on the cover.

© The Estate of Francis Bacon. All rights reserved, DACS/Artimage 2019.
Photo: Prudence Cuming Associates Ltd

We are always looking for interesting and visually appealing images for the
cover of the Journal and would welcome suggestions or pictures, which
should be sent to Dr Allan Beveridge, British Journal of Psychiatry, 21
Prescot Street, London, E1 8BB, UK or bjp@rcpsych.ac.uk.
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