
P01-38 
A QUALITATIVE ASSESSMENT OF CRACK SUPPLY IN TEHRAN 
A. Farhoudian1, S. Sefatian2, A. Rahimi Movaghar3, F. Mohammadi4 
1Iranian Research Center for Substance Abuse and Dependence, University of Social 
Welfare and Rehabilitation Sciences, 2IRSA Institute for the Study on Addiction and 
Psychology, 3Research Center for HIV/AIDS, Tehran University of Medical Sciences, 
4Phoenix Center for Substance Abuse Treatment, Tehran, Iran 
Supplies of illegal drugs play determinant roles in developing new cases, relapse after 
treatment and some health criteria. Recently, Iran has encountered an illicit new comoing 
drug which belongs to opioids. This article presents the crack supply in retail market in 
Tehran. 
This is a qualitative study based on the grounded theory which was conducted in 2009 in 
Tehran. Deep interviews with drug dealers, drug users and key informants were performed 
by open questionnaires as well as some checklists. 
Crack accessiblity was expressed as “easily”. Lack of money and police presence are the 
problems of obtaining. Most of informants believed that the price, purity, and color had 
changed during time and the quality had decreased. The major impurity added to crack was 
pills. Crack dealing is more beneficial in comparison with other drugs and it was due to 
poverty and need of the users resulting from addiction. In general, there was a wide variety 
of controversial opinions regarding the method of production as well as quality of crack in 
respondants. 
Regarding the recent considerable increase in crack availablity in Iran, rapid changes in 
crack quality and production has happened. Considering the top priority for the battle against 
this hard drug supply in comparison with softer drugs like opium, providing proper 
information and teaching it to clinicians and mainstream is highly recommended. 
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